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THE OLD TESTAMENT. 


From the Creation to the Tower of Babel. 
(4000—2000 B. C.) 


1. The Creation. 
Gen. 1. 2. 


In the beginning God created the heaven and the earth. 
And the earth was without form and void; and darkness 
was upon the face of the deep. And the Spirit of God 
moved upon the face of the waters. 

First Day. And God said, Let there be light! And there 
was light. And God divided the light from the darkness. 
And God called the light Day, and the darkness He called 
Night. And the evening and the morning were the first day. 

Second Day. And God said, Let there be a firmament in 
the midst of the waters. And it was so. And God called 
the firmament Heaven. And the evening and the morning 
were the second day. 

Third Day. And God said, Let the waters under the 
heaven be gathered together unto one place, and let the dry 
land appear. And it was so. And God called the dry land 
Earth; and the gathering together of the waters called He 
Seas. And God said, Let the earth bring forth grass, the 
herb, and the fruit-tree. And it was so. And the evening 
and the morning were the third day. 

Fourth Day. And God said, Let there be lights in the 
firmament of the heaven to divide the day from the night; 
and let them be for signs, and for seasons, and for days, 
and years, and to give light upon the earth. And God made 
two great lights; the greater light to rule the day, and the 
lesser light to rule the night; He made the stars also. And 
the evening and the morning were the fourth day. 

Fifth Day. And God said, Let the waters bring forth 
abundantly the moving creature that hath life, and fowl 
that may fly above the earth in the open firmament of 
heaven. And God created great whales, and every living 
creature that moveth, which the waters brought forth abun- 
dantly, and every winged fowl. And God blessed them, 
saying, Be fruitful and multiply. And the evening and the 
morning were the fifth day. 
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Sicth Day. And God said, Let the earth bring forth 
cattle, and. creeping thing, and beast of the earth. And it 
was so. ; 

And God said, Let Us make man in Our image, after 
Our likeness: and let them have dominion over the fish of 
the sea, and over the fowl of the air, and over the cattle, 
and over all the earth, and over every creeping thing that 
ereepeth upon the earth. So God created man in His own 
image, in the image of God created He him; male and 
female created He them. And God blessed them and said, 
Be fruitful, and multiply, and replenish the earth, and sub- 
due it; and have dominion over the fish of the sea, and 
over the fowl of the air, and over every living thing that 


moveth upon the earth. And God saw everything that He 
had made, and, behold, it was very good. And the evening 
and the morning were the sixth day. . 
Seventh Day. Thus the heavens and the earth were 
finished, and all the host of them. And God rested on 
the seventh day from all His work. And He blessed the 
seventh day, and sanctified it: because that in it He had 
rested from all His work. 
First Article. 
Ps. 104, 24. O Lord, how manifold are Thy works! In wisdom 
hast Thou made them all; the earth is full of Thy riches. 
Holy, Holy, Holy, Lord God Almighty! 
All Thy works shall praise Thy Name, 
in earth, and sky, and sea: 
Holy, Holy, Holy! merciful and mighty; 
God in Three Persons, Blessed Trinity! 


CH. 
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OU Neb aska 
2. Man se ‘aledal Se. use 
Gen. 2 


Man.— And the Lorp God formed man of the dust of 
the ground, and breathed into his nostrils the breath of life; 
and man became a living soul. 

Paradise. — And the Loup God planted a garden eastward 
in E’-den. And out of the ground made the Lorp God to 
grow every tree that is pleasant to the sight and good for 
food; the tree of life also in the midst of the garden, and 
the tree of knowledge of good and evil. And the Lorp God 
took the man, and put him into the garden of E’-den to dress 
it and to keep it. And the Lorp God commanded the man, 


saying, Of every tree of the garden thou mayest freely eat: 
but of the tree of the knowledge of good and evil, thou shalt 
not eat of it; for in the day that thou eatest thereof, thou 
shalt surely die. 

The Woman.— And the Lorp God said, It is not good 
that the man should be alone; I will make him an help meet 
for him. For when the Lorp God had formed every beast 
of the field and every fowl of the air, He brought them unto 
Ad’-am to see what he would call them. And Ad’-am gave 
names to all cattle and to the fowl of the air and to every 
beast of the field; but for Ad’-am there was not found an 
help meet-for him. And the Lorp God caused a deep sleep 
to fall upon Ad’-am, and he slept; and He took one of his 
ribs, and closed up the flesh. And the rib made He a woman, 
and brought her unto the man. And Ad’-am said, This is 
now bone of my bones and flesh of my flesh. Therefore shall 


4 3. The Fall of Man. 


a man leave his father and his mother, and shall cleave unto 
his wife. And they were both naked, the man and his wife, 
and were not ashamed. 

First Article. 


Ps. 139, 14. I will praise Thee; for I am fearfully and wonder- 
fully made. Marvelous are Thy works, and that my soul knoweth 
right well. 


3. The Fall of Man. 
GEN. 3. — 
The Temptation.— Now the serpent was more subtile 


than any beast of the field. And he said unto the woman: 
Yea, hath God said, Ye shall not eat of every tree of the 


garden? And the woman said unto the serpent, We may eat 
of the fruit of the trees of the garden; but of the fruit of 
the tree which is in the midst of the garden, God hath said, 
Ye shall not eat of it, neither shall ye touch it, lest-ye die. 
And the serpent said unto the woman, Ye shall not surely 
die; for God doth know that in the’ day ye eat thereof, then 
your eyes shall be opened, and ye shall be as gods, knowing 
good and evil. 

Sin. — And when the woman saw that the tree was good 
for food, and that it was pleasant to the eyes, and a tree to 
be desired to make one wise, she took of the fruit thereof 
and did eat, and gave also unto her husband, and he did eat. 
And the eyes of them both were opened. and they knew that 


3. The Fall of Man. 5 


they were naked; and they sewed fig-leaves together, and 
made themselves aprons. And they heard the voice of the 
Lorp God walking in the garden in the cool of the day; and 
Ad’-am and his wife hid themselves from the presence of the’ 
Lorp God amongst the trees of the garden. And the Lorp 
God called unto Ad’-am and said unto him, Where art thou? 
And he said, I heard Thy voice in the garden, and I was 


afraid, because I was naked; and I hid myself. And He 
said, Who told thee that thou wast naked? Hast thou eaten 
of the tree whereof I commanded thee that thou shouldest 
not eat? And the man said, The woman whom Thou gavest 
to be with me, she gave me of the tree, and I did eat. And 
the Lorp God said unto the woman, What is this that thou 
hast done? And the woman said, The serpent beguiled me, 
and I did eat. 

The Sentence. — And the Lorp God said’unto the serpent, 
Because thou hast done this, thou art cursed above all cattle 
and above every beast of the field; upon thy belly shalt 
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thou go, and dust shalt thou eat all the days of thy life. 
And I will put enmity between thee and the woman, and 
between thy seed and her seed; it shall bruise thy head, 
and thou shalt bruise His heel. Unto the woman He said, 
In sorrow thou shalt bring forth children; and thy desire 
shall be to thy husband, and he shall rule over thee. And 
unto Ad’-am He said, Because thou hast hearkened unto the 
voice of thy wife, cursed is the ground for thy sake; in 
sorrow shalt thou eat of it all the days of thy life; thorns 
and thistles shall it bring forth to thee; and thou shalt eat 
the herb of the field. In the sweat of thy face shalt thou 
eat bread till thou return unto the ground; for out of it 
wast thou taken; for dust thou art, and unto dust shalt 
thou return. And Ad’-am called his wife’s name Eve, be- 
cause she was the mother of all living. Unto Ad’-am also 
and to his wife did the Lorp God make coats of skins, and 
clothed them, and sent them forth from the garden of E’-den. 
And He placed at the east of the garden of E’-den cherubim, 
and a flaming sword which turned every way, to keep the 
way of the tree of life. 


Conclusion of the Commandments. 


Rom. 5,12. By one man sin entered into the world, and death 
by sin; and so death passed upon all men, for that all have sinned. 
He saw me ruined by the fall, 
Yet loved me notwithstanding all; 
He saved me from my lost estate — 
His loving kindness, oh, how great! 


Notr.—The name Adam means Red Earth; Eve means Mother 
of the Living. ; 


_ 4, Cain and Abel. 
Gun. 4. 5. ~ 


The Two Brothers. — Ad’-am called his wife Eve; and 
she bare Cain and said, I have gotten a man from the 
Lorp. And she again bare his brother A’-bel. And A’-bel 
was a keeper of sheep, but Cain was a tiller of the ground. 

Cain’s Envy,— And it came to pass that Cain brought 
of the fruit of the ground an offering-unto the Lorp. And 
A’-bel also brought of the firstlings of his flock. And the 
Lorp was pleased with A’-bel and his offering; but with 
Cain and his offering He was not pleased. And Cain was 
very angry, and his countenance fell. And the Lorp said 
unto Cain, Why art thou angry? and why is thy counte- 
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nance fallen? If thou doest well, shalt thou not be accepted? 
and if thou doest not well, sin eth at the door. And unto 
thee shall be his desire, and thou shalt rule over him. 

The Murder. — And Cain talked with A’-bel, his brother; 
and it came to pass, when they were in the field, that Cain 
rose up against his brother and slew him. And the Lorp 
said unto Oain, Where is A’-bel, thy brother?- And he said, 
I know not: Am I my brother’s keeper? But the Lorp said, 
What hast thou done? The voice of thy brother’s blood erieth 
unto Me from the ground. 

The Curse.— And now art thou cursed from the earth, 
which hath opened her mouth to receive thy brother’s blood 


from thy hand. When thou tillest the ground, it shall not 
henceforth yield unto thee her strength; a fugitive and 
a vagabond shalt thou be in the earth. And Cain said 
unto the Lorp, My punishment is greater than I can bear. 
Behold, Thou hast driven me out this day from the land; 
and from Thy face shall I be hid; and I shall be a fugitive 
and a vagabond in the earth; and it shall come to pass that 
every one that findeth me shall slay me. And the Lorp said 
unto him, Therefore, whosoever slayeth Cain, vengeance shall 
be taken on him sevenfold. And the Lorp set a mark upon 
Cain that no one should kill him. And Cain went out from 
the presence of the Lorp, and dwelt in the land of Néd, on 
the east of E’-den. 

Adam’s Descendants. — And Ad’-am lived an hundred 
and thirty years, and begat a son in his own likeness, after 
his image; and called his name Séth. And the days of 
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Kd’-am, after he had begotten Séth, were eight hundred 
years; and he begat sons and daughters. And all the days 
that Ad’-am lived were nine hundred and thirty years; and 
he died. 

From him came E’-noch, who lived upon earth 365 years. 
And because E’-noch walked with God, God took him; and 
he was seen no more. Me-thi’-se-lah, the son of K’-noch, 
died 969 years old: the greatest age ever attained by man. 
His son’s name was La’-mech, who called his son Nd’-ah, 
saying, He shall comfort us concerning our work and toil, 
because of the ground which the Lorp hath cursed. 


Fifth Commandment. 
Gen. 9, 6. Whoso sheddeth man’s blood, by man his blood shall 
be shed; for in the image of God made He man. 


Abel’s. blood for vengeance 
Pleadeth to the skies; 
But the blood of Jesus 
For our pardon cries. 


Notre.— The name of Cain means Possession. Abel means 
A Breath. Seth means Substitute. Noah means Comfort. 


5. The Flood. 
Gen. 6—9. 


Cause of the Flood. — And men began to multiply on the 
face of the earth. Then the sons of God saw the daughters 
of men that they were fair; and they took them wives of 
all which they chose. And God saw that the wickedness of 
man was great in the earth, and that every imagination of 
the thoughts of his heart was only evil continually. And 
He said, My Spirit shall not always strive with man; I will 
destroy man from the earth; yet his days shall be one hun- 
dred and twenty years. 


The Ark.— But Nd’-ah found grace in the eyes of the 
Lorp, for he was a just man and walked with God. And 
God said unto N6’-ah, The end of all flesh is come before 
Me; for the earth is filled with violence. Make thee an ark 
of gopher-wood, three hundred cubits in length, fifty cubits 
in breadth and thirty cubits in height. Make rooms therein, 
and pitch it within and without with pitch. A window and 
a door shalt thou make to the ark; with three stories shalt 
thou make it. And thou shalt bring into the ark, of fowls, 
and of cattle, and of every creeping thing, two of every 
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sort. And take thou unto thee of all food that is eaten, and 
it shall be for food for thee and for them. And Nod’-ah did 
all that the Lorp commanded him. 


The Flood. — And the Lorp said unto Nd’-ah, Come thou 
and all thy house into the ark; for thee have I seen righteous 
before Me in this generation. 

And N6’-ah was six hundred years old when the flood of 
waters was upon the earth. 

And he went into the ark with his three sons Shém, Him, 
and Ja’-pheth, his wife, and the three wives of his sons; and 
all kinds of animals went in unto him into the ark, two 
and two, as God had commanded him. And the Lorp shut 


him in. In the six hundredth year of N6’-ah’s life, on the 
seventeenth day of the second month, the same day were all 
the fountains of the great deep broken up, and the windows’ 
of heaven were opened. And it rained upon the earth forty 
days and forty nights. And the waters increased greatly 
upon the earth, and bare up the ark; and all the high hills 
and mountains that were under the whole heaven were cov- 
ered fifteen cubits. And all flesh died, both of fowl, and of 
cattle, and of beast and creeping thing, and every man. And 
the waters prevailed upon the earth an hundred and fifty days. 


End of the Flood. — And God remembered N6’-ah. And 
God made a wind to pass over the earth, and the waters as- 
suaged. And the ark rested on the seventeenth day of the 
seventh month upon the mountains of Ar’-a-rit. On the first 
day of the tenth month were the tops of the mountains seen. 
At the end of forty days N6’-ah opened the window of the 
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ark and sent forth a raven, which went forth to and fro, 
until the waters were dried up from the earth. Also he sent 
forth a dove from him. But the dove found no rest for the 
sole of her foot, and returned unto him into the ark. And 
after seven days he again sent forth the dove. And the dove 
came to him in the evening, and, lo, in her mouth was an 
olive leaf. Nd’-ah stayed yet other seven days, and sent forth 
the dove, which returned not again. 


The Covenant. — And No’-ah removed the covering of the 
ark. And on the seven and twentieth day of the second month 
was the earth dried. And God spake unto Nd’-ah, saying, 
Go out of the ark, thou and thy wife, thy sons and thy sons’ 
wives, and every living thing that is with thee. And N6d’-ah 
builded an altar unto the Lorp, and offered burnt offerings. 
And the Lorp said, I will not again curse the ground any 
more for man’s sake; for the imagination of man’s heart 
is evil from his youth. While the earth remaineth, seed- 
time and harvest, cold and heat, summer and winter, day 
and night, shall not cease. And God blessed Nd’-ah and his 
sons and said, Be fruitful and multiply and replenish the 
earth. And behold, I establish My covenant with you; 
neither shall there any more be a flood to destroy the earth. 
I do set My bow in the cloud, and it shall be for a token 
of a covenant between Me and the earth. 


Conclusion of the Commandments. 


1 John 2, 15—17. Love not the world, neither the things that 
are in the world. If any man love the world, the love of the 
Father is not in him. For all that is in the world, the lust of 
the flesh, and the lust of the eyes, and the pride of life, is not 
of the Father, but is of the world. And the world passeth away, 
and the lust thereof; but he that doeth the will of God abideth 
forever. 

Before Jehovah’s awful throne, 
Ye nations, bow with sacred joy; 
Know that the Lord is God alone, 
He can create, and He destroy. 


Notre. — On the mountains of many countries are found fishes, 
sea-shells turned to stone, indicating the great flood. 

Burnt offerings. The whole animal was consumed by fire in 
the burnt sacrifices. It was to signify the yielding up of one’s 
self to God with body and soul. 


6. The Curse of Canaan and the Tower of Babel. tal 


6. The Curse of Canaan and the Tower 
of Babel. 
Gen. 9—11. 


Ham’s Sin.— And Ndé’-ah began to be a husbandman, 
and he planted a vineyard. And he drank of the wine, and 
was drunken; and he was uncovered within his tent. And 
Him, the father of Ca’-naan, saw the nakedness of his father, 
and told his two brethren without. And Shém and Ja’-pheth 
took a garment, and laid it upon both their shoulders, and 
went backward, and covered the nakedness of their father; 
and their faces were backward, and they saw not their 
father’s nakedness. 


The Curse and the Blessing. — And N6’-ah awoke from 
his wine, and knew what his younger son had done unto him. 
And he said, Cursed be Ca’-naan; a servant of servants shall 
he be unto his brethren. And he said, Blessed be the Lorp 
God of Shém; and Ca’-naan shall be his servant. God shall 
enlarge Ja’-pheth, and he shall dwell in the tents of Shém; 
and Oa’-naan shall be his servant. 

The Building of the Tower. — From N@’-ah’s sons, Shém, 
Ham, and Ja’-pheth, were the people divided in the earth 
after the Flood. And the whole earth was of one language. 
And as they journeyed from the east, they found a plain in 
the land of Shi-nar; and they dwelt there. And they said 
one to another, Go to, let us make brick and burn them 
thoroughly, and let us build us a city, and a tower whose 
top may reach unto heaven; and let us make us a name, 
lest we be scattered abroad upon the face of the whole earth. 
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The Confusion of Tongues.— And the Lorp said, Be- 
hold, the people is one, and they have all one language; and 
now nothing will be restrained from them which they have 
imagined to do. Go to, let Us confound their language, that 
they may not understand one another’s speech. So the Lorp 
scattered them abroad from thence upon the face of all the 
earth: and they left off to build the city. Therefore is the 
name of it called Ba’-bel, because the Lorp did there con- 
found the language of all the earth. 


THE DISTRIBUTION 
OF THE 


POSTERITY oF NOAH 


First Commandment. 

1 Pet. 5,5. God resisteth the proud. 

The world strives to be praised and honored by the mighty, 
Nor will at all reflect how frail they are and flighty; 


But what I glory in above all things is He, 
My Jesus, He alone, — what is the world to me! 


Norr. — From Mount Ar’-a-rat the descendants of Noah began 
to spread out in all directions. The Shem’-ites (Sem’-ites) gradu- 
ally peopled Anterior Asia and Asia Minor; the Ja-phet’-ic na- 
tions, Northern Asia and Europe; the Ham/’-ites, Africa and 
Southern Asia. 
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Che Patriarch. 
(2000—1500 B.C.) 


7. The Call of Abram. 
Gen. 12—14. 


Abram’s Call. — Té’-rah, a descendant of Shém, with his 
sons A’-bram, Na’-hér, and Ha’-ran, lived at Ur of the 
Chil’-dees, where Ha’-ran also died. And Té-rah took his 
family and removed to Ha’-ran in Més-o-pé-ta’-mi-a and 
dwelt there. But Té’-rah served other gods. And the Lorp 
said unto A’-bram, Get thee out of thy country, and from 
thy kindred, and from thy father’s house, unto a land that 
I will show thee. And I will’ make of thee a great nation, 
and I will bless thee, and make thy name great; and in thee 
shall all families of the earth be blessed. So A’-bram, 
seventy and five years old, departed with Sa’-rai, his wife, 
and Lot, his brother Ha’-ran’s son. And when they came 
into the land of Ca’-naan, to Si’-chem, unto the plain of 
Mo’-reh, the Lorp appeared unto A’-bram, and said, Unto thy 
seed will I give this land. And there builded he an altar 
unto the Lorp who appeared unto him. 

Abram and Lot.— A’-bram was very rich in cattle, in 
silver, and in gold. And Lét also had flocks and herds. And 
the land was not able to bear them that they might dwell 
together; therefore there was always strife between their 
herdmen. And A’-bram said unto Lit, Let there be no strife, 
I pray thee, between me and thee, and between my herdmen 
and thy herdmen; for we be brethren. Is not the whole land 
before thee? Separate thyself, I pray thee, from me. If 
thou wilt take the left hand, then I will go to the right; 
or if thou depart to the right hand, then I will go to the 
left. — And Lét beheld all the plain of Jér’-dan that it was 
well watered everywhere, even as the garden of the Lorn. 
Then Lét chose him all the plain of Jér’-dan, and pitched 
his tent toward Séd’-om. But the men of Séd’-om were 
wicked and sinners before the Lorp exceedingly. And the 
Lorp said unto A’-bram, after Lot was separated from him, 
Lift up now thine eyes and look; for all the land which 
thou seest, to thee will I give it and to thy seed forever. 
And A’-bram came and dwelt in the plain of Mam’-re, which 
is in Hé’-bron, and built there an altar unto the Lorp. 

The Battle. — And it came to pass that four kings made 
war upon the king of Séd’-om, and put him to flight, and 
took all the goods of Séd’-om and Go-m6r’-rah and all their 
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victuals, and Lit also, and went their way. When A’-bram 
heard this, he armed his three hundred and eighteen trained 
servants, pursued and smote the enemy, and brought back 
all the goods and people, and also Lot. 


First Commandment. — Seventh Commandment. 
Ps. 37,5. Commit thy way unto the Lord; trust also in Him; 
and He shall bring it to pass. 
And let me with all men, as far as in me lieth, : 
In peace and friendship live, and if Thy gift supplieth 
Me wealth and honor fair, then this refuse me not, 
That naught be mingled there of goods unjustly got. 


8. Abraham’s Faith. 
Gen. 15—18. 


The Promise. — A’-bram dwelt in the plain of Mim’-re, 
which is in Hé@-bron. And the word of the LorD came unto 
A’-bram, saying, Fear not, A’-bram: I am thy Shield and 
thy exceeding great Reward. And A’-bram said, Lorp God, 
what wilt Thou give me, seeing I go childless? And He 
brought him forth abroad and said, Look now toward heaven, 
and tell the stars, if thou be able to number them. And He 
said unto him, So shall thy seed be. And A’-bram believed 
in the Lorp; and He counted it to him for righteousness. 
The Covenant. — And when A’-bram was ninety-nine 
years old, the Lorp appeared unto him and said, J am the 
almighty God; walk before Me, and be thou perfect. And 
I will make My covenant between Me and thee, and will 
multiply thee exceedingly. And A’-bram fell on his face. 
And God talked with him, saying, My covenant is with thee, 
and thou shalt be a father of many nations. Neither shall 
thy name any more be called A’-bram, but thy name shall 
be A’-bra-ham. This is My covenant which ye shall keep: 
Every man child among you that is eight days old shall be 
circumcised. And the man child whose flesh is not cireum- 
cised, that soul shall be cut off from his people; he hath 
broken My covenant. As for Sa’-rii, thy wife, thou shalt not 
call her name Sa’-rai, but Sa’-rah shall her name be. And 
I will bless her, and give thee a son of her; and she shall 
be a mother of nations; kings of people shall be of her. 
_ The Three Men.— And the Lorp again appeared unto 
A’-bra-ham in the plains of Mim/’-re, as he sat in the tent 
door in the heat of the day. And he lifted up his eyes and 
looked, and, lo, three men stood by him. And when he saw 
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them, he ran to meet them from the tent door, and bowed 
himself toward the ground, and said, My Lorp, if now I have 
found favor in Thy sight, pass not away, I pray Thee, from 
Thy servant. Let a little water be fetched, and wash your 
feet, and rest yourselves under the tree. And I will fetch 
a morsel of bread, and comfort ye your hearts; after that 
ye shall pass on. And they said, So do as thou hast said. 


And A’-bra-ham hastened into the tent unto Sa’-rah, and 
said, Make ready quickly three measures of fine meal, knead 
it, and make cakes. And he ran unto the herd, and fetched. 
a calf, tender and good, and gave it unto a young man, and 
he hasted to dress it. And he took butter, and milk, and 
the calf which he had dressed, and set it before them; and 
he stood by them under the tree, and they did eat. And they 
said, Where is Sa’-rah, thy wife? And he said, Behold, in 
the tent. And He said, I will certainly return unto thee 
a year hence; and, lo, Sa’-rah, thy wife, shall have a son. 


. 
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And Sa’-rah heard it in the tent door, which was behind him, 
and laughed within herself. And the Lorp said unto A’-bra- 
ham, Wherefore did Sa’-rah laugh? Is anything too hard 
for the Lorp? Then Sa’-rah denied, saying, I laughed not; 
for she was afraid. And He said, Nay, but thou didst laugh. 


Third Article: Justification. — First Article: Good Angels. 

Heb. 11,9. Now faith is the substance of things hoped for, the 
evidence of things not seen. 

Notre. — Abraham means Father of a Great Multitude. Sarah 


means Princess. — Mes-o-po-ta’/-mi-a is a country between the Eu- 
phra’-tes and Ti’-gris rivers. 


9. Sodom and Gomorrah. 
Gen. 18. 19. 


Abraham’s Intercession. — And the three men arose and 
looked toward Séd’-om. And A’-bra-ham went with them. 
And the Lorp said, The ery of Sid’-om and Go-mir’-rah is 
great, and their sin is very grieyous.: And the men went 
toward Séd’-om; but A’-bra-ham stood yet before the Lorp 
and said, Wilt Thou also destroy the righteous with the 
wicked? Perhaps there are fifty righteous in the city: wilt 
Thou not spare the place for the fifty righteous that are 
therein? And the Lorp said, If I find in Sdéd-om fifty 
righteous, then I will spare all the ‘place for their sakes. 
A’-bra-ham answered and said, Behold now, I have taken 
upon me to speak unto the Lorp, which am but dust and 
ashes; perhaps there shall lack five; wilt Thou destroy all the 
city for the lack of five? And He said, If I find there forty- 
five, I will not destroy it. And he spake unto Him again and 
said, Perhaps there shall be forty found there. And He said, 
I will not do it for forty’s sake. A’-bra-ham said, Oh, let 
not the Lorp be'‘angry, and I will speak: Perhaps there shall 
be thirty found there. He said, I will not do it if I find 
thirty there. And he said, Behold now, I have taken upon 
me to speak unto the Lorp, Perhaps there shall be twenty 
found there. And He said, I will not destroy it for twenty’s 
sake. And A’-bra-ham said, Oh, let not the Lorp be angry, 
and I will speak yet but this once: Perhaps ten shall be 
found there. And He said, I will not destroy it for ten’s sake. 

The Angels at Sodom. — And the Lorp went His way, 
as soon as He had left communing with A’-bra-ham; and 
A’-bra-ham returned unto his place. The two angels came 
to Séd’-om in the evening. Lit sat in the gate, and seeing 
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ae he rose up to meet them, bowed down, and said, Turn 
in, | pray you, into your servant’s house, and tarry all night. 
And they said, Nay; but we will abide in the sk, ed 
he pressed them greatly; and they entered into his house is 
and he made them a feast, and did bake bread, and they 
did eat. But before they lay down, the men of Sdd’-om sur- 
rounded the house, both old and young, and said, Where are 
the men which came in to thee this night? Bring them out 
unto us. Lot went out, and shut the door after him, and 
said, I pray you, brethren, do not so wickedly. But they 
said, This one fellow came in to sojourn, and he. will needs 
be a judge. And they pressed sore upon Lot, and came near 


to break the door. But the men put forth their hand, and 
pulled Lét into the house, and shut to the door. And they 
smote the men that were at the door with blindness, so that 
they wearied themselves to find the door. 

The Saving of Lot.— And the men said unto Lot, Hast 
thou here any besides? son-in-law, sons and daughters, bring 
them out of this place, for the Lorp hath sent us to destroy it. 
And Lét went out, and spake unto his sons-in-law, and said, 
Up, get you out of this place; for the Lorp will destroy this 
city. But he seemed unto them as one that mocked. And 
when the morning came, the angels hastened Lot. -And while 
he lingered, they laid hold upon his hand, and upon the hand 
of his wife and his two daughters, and brought them forth 
without the city, and said, Escape for thy life; look not be- 
hind thee; escape to the mountain, lest thou be consumed. 
And Lt said, Oh, not so, my Lord! I cannot escape to the 
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mountain, lest some evil take me, and I die. This city is 
near; let me escape thither. And he said, Haste thee, escape 
thither. Therefore the name of the city was called Zd’-ar, 
that is, Inttle. 

Destruction of Redan and Gomorrah. — Then the Lorp 
rained upon Séd’-om and Go-moér’-rah brimstone and fire, and 
overthrew those cities and all the plain. But Lot’s wife looked 
back, and she became a pillar of salt. 

And A’-bra-ham got up early in the morning to the place 
where he stood before the Lorp. And he looked toward 
Séd’-om and Go-mér’-rah and toward all the land of the 
plain, and, lo, the smoke of the country went up as the smoke 
of a furnace. 


Siath Commandment. — Conclusion of the Commandments. — 
Seventh Petition. 


2 Pet. 2,6.7. And turning the cities of Sodom and Gomorrah 
into ashes, condemned them with an overthrow, making them an 
ensample unto those that after should live ungodly; and delivered 
just Lot, vexed with the filthy conversation of the wicked. 


He knows and He approves 

The way the righteous go; 

But sinners and their works 
Shall meet a dreadful overthrow. 


Note. — The Dead Sea is forty-six miles long and ten miles 
wide and thirteen hundred feet deep. The water is very salty and 
bitter. No creature can live in it. : 


10. The Offering of Isaac. 
Grn. 21—23, 


Birth of Isaac. — When A’-bra-ham was an hundred years 
old, his wife Sa’-rah bare him a son at the set time of which 
the Lorp had spoken to him. And A’-bra-ham called the 
name of his son I’-gsaac, and circumcised him being eight 
days old, as God had commanded him. 

God's Command. — After these things God did tempt 
A’-bra-ham and said unto him, A’-bra-ham! And he said, 
Here Iam. And He said, Take now thine only son I’-gaac, 
whom thou lovest, and get thee into the land of Mo-ri’-ah; 
and offer him there for a burnt offering upon one of the 
mountains which I will tell thee of. 

Abraham’s Obedience. — And A’-bra-ham rose up early 
in the morning, and saddled his ass, and took two of his 
young men with him, and I’-gaac, his son, and clave the wood 
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for the burnt offering, and rose up, and went unto the place 
of which God had told him. Then on the third day A’-bra- 
ham lifted up his eyes, and saw the place afar off. And he 
said unto his young men, Abide ye here with the ass; and 
_I and the lad_will go yonder and worship, and come again 
to you. And A’-bra-ham took the wood of the burnt offering, 
and laid it upon I-gaac, his son; and he took the fire in his 
hand and a knife; and they went both of them together. 
And I’-gaac said, My father. And A’-bra-ham said, Here 
am I, my son. And he said, Behold the fire and the wood; 
but where is the lamb for a burnt offering? And A’-bra-ham 
said, My son, God will provide Himself a lamb for a burnt 
offering. And they came to the place which God had told 
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him of; and A’-bra-ham built an altar there, and laid the 
wood in order, and bound I’-gaac, his son, and laid him on 
the altar upon the wood. And he stretched forth his hand, 
and took the knife to slay his son. - 

The Promise Renewed.— And the Angel of the Lorp 
called unto him out of heaven, and said, A’-bra-ham, A’-bra- 
ham! And he said, Here amJ. And He said, Lay not thine 
hand upon the lad, neither do thou anything unto him; for 
now I know that thou fearest God, seeing thou hast not 
withheld thine only son from Me. And A’-bra-ham lifted 
up his eyes, and saw behind him a ram caught in a thicket 
by his horns; and he went and took the ram, and offered 
him up for a burnt offering instead of his son. And the 
Angel of the Lorp called unto A’-bra-ham out of heaven 
the second time and said, By Myself have I sworn, saith the 
Lorp, because thou hast done this thing, and hast not with- 


20 = 11. Isaac’s Marriage. 


held thine only son, that I will bless thee, and will multiply 
thy seed as the stars of heaven and as the sand upon the sea- 
shore: and thy seed shall possess the gate of his enemies. 
And in thy seed shall all the nations of the earth be blessed, 
because thou hast obeyed My voice. So A’-bra-ham returned 
unto his young men, and they rose up and went together to 
Bé’-er-shée’-ba, and. dwelt there. 


Sarah’s Death. — When Sa’-rah was an hundred and 
twenty and seven years old, she died, and A’-bra-ham buried 
Sa’-rah, his wife, in the cave of the field of Mach-pé’-lah be- 
fore Hé’-bron. 


Third Petition. — Siath Petition: Temptation for Good. 


Matt. 10, 37. He that loveth father or mother more than Me 
is not worthy of Me; and he that loveth son or daughter more 
than Me is not worthy of Me. 


Though Thou hast called me to resign 

What I most prized, it ne’er was mine; 

I have but yielded what was Thine; 
Thy will be done! 


Nore. —Jsaac means Laughter. — Moriah is the mountain on 
which the Temple in Jerusalem was afterward built. 


11. Isaac’s Marriage. 
Gun. 24. 


Abraham Sends Eliezer.— And A’-bra-ham was old, and 
well stricken in age: and the Lorp had blessed him in all 
things. And A’-bra-ham said to his eldest servant, El-i- 
é’-zér, I will make thee swear by the Lorp, the God of heaven 
and of the earth, that thou shalt not take a wife unto my 
son of the daughters of the Ca’-naan-ites, among whom 
I dwell; but thou shalt go unto my country and to my 
kindred, and take a wife unto my son I’-saac. And if the 
woman. will not be willing to follow thee into this land, then 
thou shalt be clear from this my oath. And El-i-é’-zér sware 
to him. And he took ten camels, and departed, and went to 
Més-o-p-ta’-mi-a, unto the city of Na’-hér. And he made his 
camels to kneel down without the city by a well of water, 
at the time of the evening that women go out to draw water. 
And he said, O Lorp God, show kindness unto my master 
A’-bra-ham. Behold, I stand here by the well of water; and 
the daughters of the men of the city come out to draw water. 
And let it come to pass that the damsel to whom I shall 
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say, Let down thy pitcher, I pray thee, that I may drink; 
and she shall say, Drink, and I will give thy camels drink 
also; let the same be she that Thou hast appointed for Thy 
servant I’-saac. 

Rebekah. — And before he had done speaking, behold, 
Re-bék’-ah, the daughter of Be-thi’-el, the son of Na’-hér, 
came out with her pitcher upon her shoulder. And she went 
down to the well, and filled her pitcher, and came up. And 
El-i-é’-zér ran to meet her and said, Let me, I pray thee, 
drink a little water of thy pitcher. And she said, Drink, 


my lord; and she hasted, and let down her pitcher upon her 
hand, and gave him drink, and said, I will draw water for 
thy camels also, until they have done drinking. And she 
hasted, and emptied her pitcher into the trough, and ran 
again unto the well and drew for all his camels. And when 
the camels had done drinking, the man gave her a golden 
earring and two golden bracelets, and said, Whose daughter 
art thou?’ Is there room in thy father’s house for us to 
lodge in? And she said unto him, I am the daughter of 
Be-thi’-el. We have both straw and provender enough, and 
room to lodge in. And the man bowed down his head, and 
worshiped the Lorp, and said, Blessed be the Lorp God, who 
hath led me to the house of my master’s brethren. And the 
damsel ran, and told them of her mother’s house these things. 
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Eliezer Sues for Rebekah. — And when La’-ban, Re- 
bék’-ah’s brother, saw the earring and bracelets, and heard the 
words of Re-bék’-ah, he ran to El-i-é’-zér and said, Come in, 
thou blessed of the Lorp; wherefore standest thou without? 
For I have prepared the house, and room for the camels. 
And the man came into the house. And La’-ban ungirded 
his camels, and gave straw and provender for the camels, and 
water to wash his feet, and set meat before him to eat. But 
he said, I will not eat until I have told mine errand. And he 
said, Speak on. And El-i-é’-zér told them all that had taken 
place, and said, Now if ye will deal kindly and truly with 
my master, tell me. Then La’-ban and Be-thi’-el answered, 
The thing proceedeth from the Lorp. Behold, Re-bék’-ah is 
before thee; take her and go, and let her be thy master’s 
son’s wife. And in the morning he rose up and said, Send 
me away unto my master. And they called Re-bék’-ah and 
said unto her, Wilt thou go with this man? And she said, 
I will go. And they blessed Re-bék’-ah and sent her away. 
And I’-saac went out to meditate in the field at eventide. 
And El’-i-é’-zér came and told I’-saac all things that he had 
done. And I’-saac brought Re-bék’-ah into his mother Sa’- 
rah’s tent, and she became his wife; and he loved her. And 
A’-bra-ham gave all that he had unto I’-saac, and died an 
hundred threescore and fifteen years old. And his sons I’-saae 
and Ish’-ma-el buried him in the cave of Mach-pé’-lah at 
Hé’-bron. 


Second Commandment: Swearing. — Fourth Commandment. — 
Siath Commandment. 


Deut. 6,13. Thou shalt fear the Lord, thy God, and serve Him, 
and shalt swear by His name. 


12. Isaac Blesseth His Children. 
Gin. 25—27. 


Esau Despises His Birthright. — Y’-saac had two sons, 
E’-sau and Ja’-cob. The first was red, all over like a hairy 
garment. And when the boys grew, B’sau was a hunter, 
aman of the field; and Ja’-cob was a plain man, dwelling in 
tents. And I’-gaac loved E’-sau, but Re-bék’-ah loved Ja/-cob. 
And Ja’-cob sod pottage; and #’-sau came from the field, 
and he was faint, and said to Ja’-cob, Feed me, I pray thee, 
with that same red pottage; for I am faint. And Ja’-cob 
said, Sell me this day thy birthright. And &’-sau said, Be- 
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hold, I am at the point to die; and what profit shall this 
birthright do to me? And Ja’-cob said, Swear to me this day. 
And he sware unto him; and he sold his birthright unto 
Ja’-cob. Then Ja’-cob gave E’-sau bread and pottage of 
lentiles; and he did eat and drink, and rose. up, and went 
his way. Thus E’-sau despised his birthright. And when 
F’-sau was forty years old, he took two wives of the Hit’- 


tites, which were a grief of mind unto I’-saac and to Re- 
bék’-ah. 


Jacob. — And when I’-gaac was old, and his eyes were 
dim, so that he could not see, he called E’-sau and said 
unto him, Behold, now I am old; I know not the day of my 
death. Now, therefore, take thy quiver and thy bow, and go 
out to the field, and take me some venison; and make me 
savory meat, such as I love, that my soul may bless thee 
before I die. And Re-bék’-ah heard these words, and said 
unto Ja’-cob, Go now to the flock, and fetch me from thence 
two good kids of the goats; and I will make them savory 
meat for thy father, such as he loveth. And thou shalt bring 
it to thy father, that he may eat, and that he may bless 
thee before his death. And Ja’-cob said to Re-bék’-ah, his 
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mother, Behold, £’-sau, my brother, is a hairy man, and I am 
a smooth man. My father, perhaps, will feel me, and I shall 
seem to him as a deceiver; and I shall bring a curse upon 
me, and not a blessing. And his mother said, Upon me be 
thy curse, my son; only obey my voice. And he went, and 
‘ fetched, and brought them to his mother. And his mother 
made savory meat, and took goodly raiment of her eldest son, 
E’-sau, which were with her in the house, and put them upon 
Ja-cob. And she put the skins of the kids of the goats upon 
his hands and upon the smooth of his neck. And Ja’-cob 
came unto his father and said, My father; and he said, Who 
art thou, my son? And Ja-cob said, I am K’-sau, thy first- 
born; I have done according as thou badest me. Arise, sit, 
and eat of my venison, that thy soul may bless me. And 
I’-saac said, How is it that thou hast found it so quickly, 
my son? And he said, Because the Lorn, thy God, brought 
it to me. And I’-gsaac said, Come near, that I may feel thee, 
my son, whether thou be my very son E’-sau or not. And 
he felt him and said, The voice is Ja’-cob’s voice, but the 
hands are the hands of E’-sau. And he said, Art thou my 
very son H’-sau? And he said, I am. And I’-saac did eat 
and drink. And I’-saac said, Come near now and kiss me, 
my son. And he came near and kissed him. And he smelled 
the smell of his raiment, and blessed him, and said, God give 
thee of the dew of heaven, and the fatness of the earth, and 
plenty of corn and wine. Let people serve thee, and nations 
bow down to thee. Be lord over thy brethren, and let thy 
mother’s sons bow down to thee. Oursed be every one that 
curseth thee, and blessed be he that blesseth thee. 


Esau. — And as soon as T-saac had made. an end of 
blessing Ja’-cob, and Ja’-cob was yet scarce gone out, E’-sau, 
his brother, came in from his hunting. And he also made 
savory meat, and brought it unto his father, and said, Let 
my father arise, and eat of his son’s venison, that thy soul 
may bless me. And I’-gaac, his father, said unto him, Who 
art thou? And he said, I am thy son, thy first-born, E’-sau. 
And I’-gsaac trembled very exceedingly and said, Who? 
Where is he that hath taken venison, and brought it me, 
dnd I have eaten of all before thou camest, and have blessed 
him? Yea, and he shall be blessed. And when &’-sau heard 
these words, he cried with a great and exceeding bitter ery, 
and said unto his father, Hast thou but one blessing, my 
father? And he lifted up his voice and wept. And T’-gaac 
answered, Behold, thy dwelling shall be the fatness of the 
earth, and of the dew of heaven from above; and by thy 
sword shalt thou live, and shalt serve thy brother. And it 


13. Jacohb’s Ladder. 95 


shall come to pass when thou shalt have the dominion, that 
thou shalt break his yoke from off thy neck. 
Third Petition. 


Thy ways, O Lord, with wise design, 
Are framed upon Thy throne above, 
_ And every dark and bending line 
Meets in the center of Thy love. 


Norte. — Hsau means Hairy. — Jacob means Supplanter. 


13. Jacob’s Ladder. 
Gen. 27—29. 


The Flight.— And E’-sau hated Ja’-cob because of the 
blessing and said, The days of mourning for my father are 
at hand; then will I slay my brother. And these words of 
F’-sau were told to Re-bék’-ah. And she sent and called 
Ja’-cob and said unto him, Arise, flee thou to La’-ban, my 
brother, to Ha’-ran; and tarry with him until thy brother’s 
fury turn away; then I will send, and fetch thee from thence. 
And I’-gaac blessed him and said, God Almighty bless thee, 
and make thee fruitful, and multiply thee, that thou mayest 
be a multitude of people; and give thee the blessing of 
A’-bra-ham, that thou mayest inherit the land wherein thou 
art a stranger, which God gave unto A’-bra-ham. Thus 
I’-saac sent away Ja’-cob to Més-o-pé-ta’-mi-a unto La’-ban. 


The Dream. — And Ji’-cob went out from Bé’-er-shé’-ba, 
and went toward Ha’-ran. And he lighted upon a certain 
place, and tarried there all night; and he took of the stones 
and put them for his pillows, and lay down in that place to 
sleep. And he dreamed; and, behold, a ladder set up on 
the earth, and the top of it reached to heaven; and, behold, 
the angels of God ascending and descending on it. And the 
Lorp stood above it and said, I am the Lorp God of A’-bra- 
ham, thy father, and the God of I’-saac: the land whereon 
thou liest, to thee will I give it and to thy seed; and thy 
seed shall be as the dust of the earth; and in thee and in 
thy seed shall all the families of the earth be blessed. And, 
behold, I am with thee, and will keep thee whither thou goest, 
and will bring thee again into this land. 

Jacob’s Vow. — Ja’ -cob awaked out of his sleep, and he 
said, Surely, the Lorp is in this place ; and I knew it not. 
How dreadful is this place! This is none other but the house 
of God, and this is the gate of heaven. And Ja’-cob rose up 
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early in the morning, and took the stone that he had put for 
his pillows, and set it up for a pillar, and poured oil upon it. 
And he called the name of that place Béth’-el. And Ja’-cob 
vowed a vow, saying, If God will be with me, and will keep 
me in this way that I go, and will give me bread to eat, and 
raiment to put on, so that I come again to my father’s house 
in peace, then shall the Lorp be my God; and this stone shall 
be God’s house. 


Jacob’s Arrival. — Now, when Ji’-cob went on into the 
land of the East, he came to a well in the field. And he said 
to the shepherds who were waiting there to water their flocks, 
My brethren, whence be ye? And they said, Of Ha’-ran 
are we. And he said unto them, Know ye La’-ban, the son 
of Na’-hér? And they said, We know him, and, behold, 
Ra’-chel, his daughter, cometh with the sheep.’ Then Ja’-cob 
went near, and rolled the stone from the well’s mouth, and 
watered the flock of La’-ban, and kissed Ra’-chel, and lifted 
up his voice and wept, and told her that he was Re-bék’-ah’s 
son. And she ran and told her father. And La’-ban ran to 
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meet him, and embraced him, and kissed him, and brought 
him to his house. 


_ Evening Prayer: “Let Thy holy angel be with me, that the 
wicked foe have no power over me.” — Good Angels. 
Ps. 34,7. The angel of the Lord encampeth round about them 
that fear Him, and delivereth them. 


Though like the wanderer, 
The sun gone down, 
Darkness be over me, 

My rest a stone, 

Yet in my dreams I'd be * 
Nearer, my God, to Thee, 
Nearer to Thee! 


Note. — Jacob probably never saw his mother again. 


14. Jacob and Laban. 
Gen. 29—32. 


Service with Laban. — Now, when Ja’-cob had been with 
La’-ban a month, La’-ban said, Because thou art my brother, 
shouldest thou therefore serve me for naught? Tell me, what 
shall thy wages be? And La’-ban had two daughters; the 
name of the elder was Lé’-ah, and the name of the younger 
was Ra’-chel. Lé’-ah was tender-eyed; but Ra’-chel was 
beautiful and well-favored. And Ja’-cob loved Ra’-chel and 
said, I will serve thee seven years for Ra’-chel. And Ja’-cob 
served seven years for Ra’-chel; and they seemed unto him 
but a few days, for the love he had to her. And when the 
seven years were ended, La’-ban gave him Lé’-ah instead of 
Ra’-chel. When Ja’-cob saw that he was deceived, and made 
complaint, La’-ban said, It is not the custom in our country 
to give the younger before the first-born; but if thou wilt 
serve me yet seven other years, I will give thee Ra’-chel also. 
And Ja’-cob did so; and La’-ban gave him Ra’-chel to wife 
also. And the Lorp gave Ja-cob twelve sons: Reu’-ben, 
Sim’-e-on, Lé’-vi, Jiu'-dah, Din, Naph’-ta-li, Gad, Ash’-er, 
Ts'-sa-char, Zéb’-u-liin, Jo’-seph, and Bén’-ja-min. J6’-seph 
and Bén’-ja-min were sons of Ra’-chel. 

God Enriches Jacob. — And Ja’-cob said to La’-ban, Let 
me go to my country; give me my wives and my children, 
and let me go. And La’-ban said unto him, I pray thee, if 
I have found favor in thine eyes, tarry; for I experience that 
the Lorp hath blessed me for thy sake. Appoint me thy 
wages, and I will give it. Ja’-cob demanded as hire all the 
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sheep and goats that were spotted and speckled, and all the 
brown among the sheep. Thus Ja-cob served La’-ban six 
other years for wages of cattle. And although La’-ban 
changed his wages ten times, he became exceedingly rich in 
maid-servants and men-servants, sheep, camels, and asses. 
- But La’-ban and his sons were jealous of Ja’-cob on account 
of his wealth. And the Lorp said unto Ja’-cob, Return unto 
the land of thy fathers; and I will be with thee. 

The Departure. — And Ja’-cob sent and called Ra’-chel 
and Lé’-ah to the field and said unto them, I see your father’s 
countenance, that it is not toward me as before; and ye know 
that with all my power I have served your father. And your 
father hath deceived me, and changed my wages ten times; 
but God suffered him not to hurt me. And Rachel and , 

Lé’-ah answered, Whatsoever God hath said unto thee, do. 
- Then Ja’-cob rose up, and set his sons and his wives upon 
camels; and he carried away all his cattle and all his goods 
for to go to I’-saac, his father, in the land of Ca’-naan. And 
it was told La’-ban on the third day, that Ja’-cob was fled. 
And he pursued after him, and overtook him in Mount 
Gil’-e-ad. And God told La’-ban in a dream, Take heed that - 
thou speak not to Ja’-cob either good or bad. And La’-ban 
overtook Ja’-cob and said, Wherefore didst thou flee away 
secretly, and didst not tell me? It is in my power to do 
you hurt; but the God of your father spake unto, me yester- 
night, Take heed that thou speak not to Ja’-cob either good 
or bad. And Ja’-cob and Laban made a covenant with each 
other. And Ja’-cob went on his way, and the angels of God 
met him. And when he saw them, he said, This is God’s 
host. And he called the name of that place Ma-ha-na’-im. 


Fourth Commandment. 


1 Pet. 2,18. Servants, be subject to your masters with all fear; 
not only to the good and gentle, but also to the froward. 


15. Jacob’s Return. 
Gey. 82—35. 


Jacob’s Message to Hsau.— And Ja’-cob sent messengers 
before him to E’-sau, his brother, saying, Thy servant Ja’- 
cob saith thus, I have sent that I may find grace in thy 
sight. And the messengers returned to Ja’-cob, saying, We 
came to thy brother &’-sau, and also he cometh to meet thee, 
and four hundred men with him. Then Ja’-cob was greatly 
afraid, and he divided the people that was with him, and the 


a 
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herds, into two bands, and said, If &’-sau come to the one 
company and smite it, then the other company which is left 
shall escape. 

_ Jacob’s Prayer. — And Ja’-cob said, O God of my father 
A’-bra-ham, and God of my father I’-saac, the cap which 
saidst unto me, Return unto thy country: I am not worthy 
of the least of all the mercies and of all the truth which 
Thou hast showed unto Thy servant; for with my staff 
I passed over this Jor’-dan, and now I am become two bands. 
Deliver me, I pray Thee, from the hand of my brother E’-sau. 
Then he prepared presents for E’-sau, and that night he took 


his wives and children and all that he had, and sent them 
over the ford Jab’-bok. And Ja’-cob was left alone. 
Jacob’s Faith. — And there wrestled a Man with him 
‘until the breaking of the day. And when He saw that He 
prevailed not against him, He touched the hollow of his 
thigh; and the hollow of Ja’-cob’s thigh was out of joint. as 
he wrestled with Him.. And He said, Let me go, for the day 
‘breaketh. And Ja’-cob said, I will not let Thee go, except 
Thou bless me. And He said unto him, What is thy name? 
And he said, Ja’-cob. And He said, Thy name shall be called 
no more Ja’-cob, but Is’-ra-el; for as a prince hast thou 
power with God and with men, and hast prevailed. And He 
blessed him there. And Ja’-cob called the name of the place 
Pe-ni’-el. For I have seen God face to face, and my life is 
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preserved. And as he passed over Pe-ni-el, the sun rose 
upon him. 

The Meeting. — And Ja’-cob lifted up his eyes, and saw 
his brother &’-sau coming with four hundred men. And he 
bowed himself to the ground seven times until he came to 
his brother. And £&’-sau ran to meet him, and fell on his 
neck, and kissed him; and they wept. And Ja@-cob said, If 
now I have found grace in thy sight, then receive my present 
at my hand. And #’-sau said, I have enough; keep that thou 
hast. And Ja’-cob urged him, and he took it. And Ja’-cob 
came to Sha’-lem, a city of Shé’-chem, and bought a parcel 
of a field, where he spread his tent, and he erected there an 
altar. And God said unto Ja’-cob, Arise, go up to Béth’-el, 
and make there an altar unto God, that appeared unto thee 
when thou fleddest from the face of E’-sau, thy brother. And 
Ja’-cob did so. And Ja’-cob came unto I’-saac, his father, 
unto Mim’-re, which is Hé’-bron. And the days of I’-saac 
were an hundred and fourscore years, and he died. And his 
sons B’-sau and Ja’-cob buried him. 

First Article. 

Gen. 32,10. Iam not worthy of the least of all the mercies and _ 
of all the truth which Thou hast showed unto Thy servant. 

Notr. — Israel means Soldier of God. — Isaac was one hundred 


and sixty-eight years old when Jacob returned, and lived twelve 
years after that. 


16. Joseph and His Brethren. 
GEN. 37. 


Joseph's Dreams. — J6’-geph, being seventeen years old, 
was feeding the flock with his brethren, and brought unto his 
father their evil report. Now Is’-ra-el loved Jé’-seph more 
than all his children, because he was the son of his old age; 
and he made him a coat of many colors. And when his 
brethren saw this, they hated him, and could not speak 
peaceably unto him. And Jé’-seph dreamed a dream, and 
he told it his brethren, saying, Hear, I pray you, this dream 
which I have dreamed: We were binding sheaves in the field, 
and, lo, my sheaf arose, and also stood upright; and your 
sheaves stood round about, and made obeisance to my sheaf. 
And his brethren said to him, Shalt thou indeed reign over us? 
And they hated him yet the more. 

And he dreamed yet another dream, and told it his- 
brethren, and said, Behold, I have dreamed a dream more; 
and, behold, the sun and the moon and the eleven stars made 
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obeisance to me. And he told it to his father and to his 
brethren : and his father rebuked him and said unto him, 
What is this dream that thou hast dreamed? Shall I and 
thy mother and thy brethren indeed come to bow down our- 
selves to thee to the earth? And his brethren envied him; 
but his father observed the saying. 

The Envy of Joseph’s Brethren. — And his brethren went 
to feed their father’s flock in Shé’-chem. And Ja’-cob said 
unto J6’-seph, Go, see whether it be well with thy brethren 


and with the flocks. And when his brethren saw him afar 
off, they said, Behold, this dreamer cometh. Let us slay him 
and say, Some evil beast hath devoured him; and we shall 
see what will become of his dreams. And Rew’ -ben heard it, 
and he delivered him out of their hands, and said, Shed no 
blood, but cast him into this pit that is in the wilderness, 
‘and lay no hand upon him; that he might rid him out of 
their hands, to deliver him ‘to his father again. And when 
J0-seph was come unto his brethren, they stripped: him out 
of his coat of many colors, and cast him into a pit; and the 
pit was empty, there was no water in it. And they sat down 
to eat bread. 
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Joseph Sold. — And, behold, a company of Ish’-ma-el- 
ites came with their camels bearing spicery and balm and 
myrrh, going to carry it down to E’-g¥pt. And Ji’-dah said, 
What profit is it if we slay our brother? Come, let us sell 
him to the Ish’-ma-el-ites, and let not our hand be upon him; 
for he is our brother. And his brethren were content. Then 
they drew J6’-seph out of the pit, and sold him for twenty 
pieces of silver. And Reu’-ben returned unto the pit; and, 
behold, J6’-seph was not in the pit; and he rent his clothes. 
And he returned unto his brethren and said, The child is 
not; and I, whither shall I go? And they killed a kid of 
the goats, and dipped J6’-seph’s coat in the blood, and sent it 
to their father, and said, This have we found; know now 
whether it be thy son’s coat.or no. And he knew it and said, 
It is my son’s coat; an evil beast hath devoured him; Jd’- 
geph is, without doubt, rent in pieces. 


Jacob’s Sorrow.— And Ja’-cob rent his clothes, and put 
sackcloth upon his loins, and mourned his son many days. 
And all his sons and all his daughters rose up to comfort 
him; but he refused to be comforted; and he said, I will 
go down into the grave unto my son mourning. 


Fifth Commandment. 
1 John 3, 15. Whosoever hateth his brother is a murderer: and 
ye know that no murderer hath eternal life abiding in him. 
Abide, O dearest Jesus, 
Among us with Thy grace, 
That Satan may not harm us, 
Nor we to sin give place. 


17. Joseph in Egypt. 
Grn. 39—41. 


In Potiphar’s House. — And Jo’-seph was brought down 
to E’-g¥pt; and Pot’-i-phar, an officer of Pha’-radh, captain 
of the guard, bought him of the Ish’-ma-el-ites, which had 
brought him down thither. And the Lorp was with Jd’-seph, 
and made all that he did to prosper in his hand. And Pét’- 
i-phar made him overseer over his house, and all that he had 
he put into his hand. 

Joseph’s Purity. — And Jé’-seph was a goodly person, 
and well favored. And his master’s wife cast her eyes upon 
J6’-seph,, and she said, Lie with me. But. he refused and 
said, How can I do this great wickedness and sin against 
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God? And it-came to pass about this time that Jd’-seph went 
into the house to do his business; and there was none of the 
men of the house there within. And she caught him by his 
garment, saying, Lie with me. And he left his garment in 
her hand, and fled, and got him out. And she called the men 
of her house and said, See, he hath brought in a Hé’-brew 
unto us to mock us; and when he heard that I cried with 
a loud voice, he fled and got him out. And she laid up his 
garment by her, until his lord came home. And she spake 
unto him, saying, The Hé’-brew servant which thou hast 
brought unto us came in unto me to mock me. And it came 
to pass, as I lifted up my voice and cried, that he left his 
garment with me and fled out. 


Joseph in Prison. — And his master’s wrath was kindled, 
and he put him into the prison where the king’s prisoners 
were. But the Lorp was with J6’-seph and showed him 
mercy, and gave him favor in the sight of the keeper of the 
prison, so that he committed to his hands-all the prisoners. 
The keeper of the prison looked not to anything, because the 
Lorp was with J6’-seph, and that which he did, the Lorp 
made it to prosper. And it came to pass after these things 
that the butler of the king of E’-g¥pt and his baker had 
offended their lord, the king of E’-g¥pt. And Pha’-radh put 
them into prison. 


The Butler’s Dream. — And they dreamed a dream, both 
of them, in one night. And when Jé’-seph, in the morning, 
saw that they were sad, he asked them, saying, Wherefore 
look ye so sadly to-day? They said, We have dreamed 
a dream, and there is no interpreter of it. And Jd’-seph 
said, Do not interpretations belong to God? Tell me them, 
I pray you. And the chief butler told his dream and said, 
In my dream a vine was before me; and in the vine were 
three branches; and it budded, and her blossoms shot forth, 
and brought forth ripe grapes. And Pha’-rath’s cup was in 
my hand; and I took the grapes, and pressed them into the 
cup, and I gave the cup into Pha’-rath’s hand. And Jo’-seph 
said unto him, This is the interpretation of it: The three 
branches are three days. Yet within three days shall Phi’- 
raoh lift up thine head, and restore thee unto thy place. But 
think on me when it shall be well with thee, and show kind- 
ness, I pray thee, unto me, and make mention of me unto 
Pha’-radh, and bring me out of this house; for I have done 
nothing that they should put me into the dungeon. 


The Baker’s Dream. — When the chief baker saw that the 
interpretation was good, he said, I, in my dream, had three 
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white baskets on my head; and in the uppermost basket 
there was of all manner of bakemeats for Pha’-radh; and 
the birds did eat them out of the basket. And Jd’-seph 
answered, This is the interpretation thereof: The three 
baskets are three days. Yet within three days shall Pha’- 
*radh lift up thy head, and shall hang thee on a tree; and 
the birds shall eat thy flesh from off thee. And it came to 
pass the third day, which was Pha’-rash’s birthday, that he 
restored the chief butler unto his butlership again, but he 
hanged the chief baker, as J6’-seph had interpreted to them. 
Yet did not the chief butler remember J6’-seph, but for- 
got him. 


Sixth Commandment. — Sivth Petition. 
Ps. 119, 9. Wherewithal shall a young man cleanse his way? 
By taking heed thereto according to Thy Word. 
How shall the young secure their hearts, 
And guard their lives from sin? 
Thy Word the choicest rules imparts 
To keep the conscience clean. 


Norte. — Pharaoh is not a name, but was the title of the kings 
of Egypt in the Old Testament. 


18. Joseph before Pharaoh. 
Gen. 41. 


Pharaoh’s Dreams. — At the end of two full years, Pha’- 
raoh dreamed; and, behold, he stood by the river. And 
there came up out of the river seven well-favored and fat- 
fleshed kine, and they fed in a meadow. ‘And seven other 
kine came up after them out of the river, ill-favored and 
lean-fleshed; and they did eat up the seven well-favored and 
fat kine. So Pha’-rash awoke. And he slept and dreamed 
the second time; and, behold, seven ears of corn came up 
upon one stalk, rank and good. And, behold, seven thin ears, 
and blasted with the east wind, sprung up after them. And 
the seven thin ears devoured the seven rank and full ears. 
And Pha’-radh awoke. “And it came to pass in the morning 
that his spirit was troubled; and he sent and ealled for all 
the magicians of E’-g¥pt and all the wise men thereof; but 
there was none that could interpret the dream unto Pha’- 
raoh. Then spake the chief butler unto Pha’-rash, saying, 
I do remember my faults this day. Pha’-rash was wroth 
with his servants, and put me in ward in the captain of the 
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guard’s house, both me and the chief baker. And we dreamed 
a dream in one night. And there was there with us a young 
man, a Hé’-brew, and he interpreted to us our dreams. And 
it came to pass, as he interpreted to us, so it was; me he re- 
stored unto mine office, and him he hanged. 

Joseph’s Interpretation. — Then Pha’-radh sent and called 


Jo’-seph; and they brought him hastily out of the dun- 
geon. And he shaved himself, and changed his raiment, 
and came in unto Pha’-radh. And Pha’-radh said unto him, 
I have dreamed a dream, and there is none that can inter- 
pret it; and I have heard say of thee that thou canst under- 
stand a dream to interpret it. And J6’-seph answered, It is 
not in me; God shall give Pha’-radh an answer of peace. 
And Pha’-radh told him his dreams. And Jé’-seph said, The 
dream of Pha’-radh is one: God hath showed Pha’-rash what 
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He is about to do. The seven good kine are seven years; 
and the seven good ears are seven years: the dream is one. 
And the seven thin and ill-favored kine that came up after 
them and the seven empty and blasted ears shall be seven 
years of famine. Behold, there come seven years of great 
plenty throughout all the land of E’-g¥pt. And there shall 
arise after them seven years of famine; and all the plenty 
shall be forgotten in the land by reason of that famine fol- 
lowing; for it shall be very grievous. And for that the 
dream was doubled unto Pha’-rasdh twice, it is because the 
thing is established by God, and God will shortly bring it to 
pass. Now, therefore, let Pha’-radh look out a man discreet 
and wise, and set him over the land of E’-g¥pt. And let him 
take up the fifth part of the land of E’-g¥pt in the seven 
plenteous years. And let them gather all the food of those 
good years that come, and let them keep food in the cities. 
And that food shall be for store to the land against the seven 
years of famine, that the land perish not through the famine. 
Joseph Hxalted.— And the thing was good in the eyes 

of Pha’-radh and in the eyes of all his servants. And Pha’- 
raoh said, Can we find such a one as this is, a man in whom 
the Spirit of God is?) And he said unto J6’-seph, Forasmuch 
as God hath showed thee all this, there is none so discreet 
and wise as thou art. Thou shalt be over my house, and 
according unto thy word shall all my people be ruled; only 
in the throne will I be greater than thou. And Pha’-radh 
took off his ring from his hand, and put it upon Jé’-seph’s 
hand, and arrayed him in vestures of fine linen, and put 
a gold chain about his neck; and he made him to ride in 
the second chariot which he had; and they cried before him, 
Bow the knee! And he made him ruler over all the land of 
K’-g¥pt. And he gave lim to wife As’-e-nath, the daughter 
of Pot-i-phé’-rah, priest of On. And Jd’-seph was thirty 
years old when he stood before Pha’-rash. And Jo’-seph 
went out throughout all the land of B’-g¥pt. And he gath- 
ered up all the food of the seven plenteous years, and laid up 
the food. And he gathered corn as the sand of the sea, very 
much, until he left numbering; for it was without number. 
And unto J6’-seph were born two sons before the years of 
famine came, And J6’-gseph called the first-born Ma-nis’-seh, 
and the second E’-phra-im. And the seven years of plen- 
teousness were ended. And the seven years of dearth began 
to come, and the dearth was in all lands. And when all the 

- people cried to Pha’-rash for bread, Pha’-rash said, Go unto 
J 6’-seph; what he saith to you, do. And Jé’-gseph opened all 
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the storehouses, and sold unto the E-g¥p’-tians. And all 
countries came into E’-g¥pt to J6’-seph for to buy corn. 


First Article: Preservation. 

1 Pet. 5, 5.6. God resisteth the proud, and giveth grace to the 
humble. Humble yourselves therefore under the mighty hand of 
God, that He may exalt you in due time. ° 

Beloved, “It is well!” 

God’s ways are always right; 

And perfect love is o’er them all, : 
Though far above our sight. 


19. Joseph’s Brethren Go to Egypt. 
Gen. 42. p - 
The First Journey.— Now when Ja-cob saw that there 


was corn in E’-gypt, he said unto his sons, Get you down, 
and buy for us, that we may live and not die. And Jé’-seph’s 
ten brethren went down to buy corn in E’-g¥pt. But Bén’- 
ja-min, J6-seph’s brother, Ja’-cob sent not with them; for he 
said, Lest, peradventure, mischief befall him. And the sons 
of Is’-ra-el came to buy corn, for the famine was in the land 
of Ca’-naan. And J6’-seph was the governor over the land. 
And they bowed down themselves before him with their faces 
to the earth. And Jd-seph saw his brethren, and he knew 
them, but made himself strange unto them, and spake roughly 
unto them, and said, Whence come ye? And they said, From 
the land of Ca’-naan to buy food. And Jé’-seph knew his 
brethren, but they knew not him. And he remembered the 
dreams which he dreamed of them, and said unto them, Ye 
are spies; to see the nakedness of the land ye are come. And 
they said, Nay, my lord, but to buy food are thy servants 
come. We are all one man’s sons; we are true men; thy 
servants are no spies. We are twelve brethren, the sons of 
one-man in the land of Oa’-naan; and the youngest is with 
our father, and one is not. And Jd’-seph said unto them, 
That is it that I spake unto you, saying, Ye are spies; hereby 
ye shall be proved: ye shall not go forth hence, except your 
youngest brother come hither. Send one of you, and let him 
fetch your brother, and ye shall be kept in prison, that your 
words may be proved, whether there be any truth in you. 
And he put them all together into ward three days. And 
Jo’-gseph said unto them the third day, This do, and live; 
for I fear God. If ye be true men, let one of your brethren 
be bound in your prison. Go ye, carry corn for the famine 
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of your houses, but bring your youngest brother unto me; so 
shall your words be verified, and ye shall not die. And they 
said one to another, We are verily guilty concerning our 
brother in that we saw the anguish of his soul when he be- 
sought us, and we would not hear; therefore is this distress 
come upon us. And-they knew not that J6’-seph understood 
them; for he spake unto them by an interpreter. And he 
turned himself about from them and wept; and returned 
to them again, and took from them Sim’-e-on, and bound him 
before their eyes. . 

The Return Home.— Then J6’-seph commanded to fill 
their sacks with corn, and to restore every man’s money into 


his sack, and to give them provision for the way. And they 
departed thence. And when they came unto Ja’-cob, their 
father, they told him all that befell unto them. And it came 
to pass, as they emptied their sacks, that, behold, every man’s 
bundle of money was in his sack: and they and their father 
were afraid. And Ja’-cob said unto them, Me have ye be- 
reaved of my children: Jé’-gseph is not, and Sim’-e-on is not, 
and ye will take Bén’-ja-min away: all these things are 
against me. And Ja’-cob said, My son shall not go down 
with you; if mischief befall him by the way, then shall ye 
bring down my gray hairs with sorrow to the grave. 


Confession. fi 


Ps. 51,17. The sacrifices of God are a broken spirit: a broken 
and a contrite heart, O God, Thou wilt not despise. 
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20. Second Journey of Joseph’s Brethren. 
GEN. 48. 


Benjamin Goes with the Brethren. — And the famine was 
sore in the land. And it came to pass, when they had eaten 
up the corn, their father said unto them, Go again, buy us 
a little food. And Ji’-dah said, The man did solemnly pro- 
test unto us, saying, Ye shall not see my face, except your 
brother be with you. If thou wilt send our brother with us, 
we will go down and buy thee food; but if thou wilt not send 
him, we will not go down. And Is’-ra-el said, Wherefore 
dealt ye so ill with me as to tell the man whether ye had yet 
a brother? And they said, The man asked us straitly of our 
kindred. Could we certainly know that he would say, Bring 
your brother down? And Ji’-dah said unto his father, Send 
the lad with me, I will be surety for him; if I bring him not 
unto thee, then let me bear the blame forever. And their 
father said unto them, If it must be so now, do this; take 
of the best fruits in the land and carry the man a present, 
a little balm, and a little honey, spices and myrrh, nuts and 
almonds. And take double money in your hand, and the 
money that was brought again in the mouth of your sacks; 
peradventure it was an oversight. Take also your brother 
and go. And God Almighty give you mercy before the man, 
that he may send away your other brother and Bén’-ja-min. 
If I be bereaved of my children, I am bereaved. 

A Kind Reception. — And they rose up and went to 
E’-g¥pt, and stood before J6’-seph. And when Jd’-seph saw 
Bén’-ja-min with them, he said to the ruler of his house, 
Bring these men home, and slay, and make ready; for these 
men shall dine with me at noon. And they were afraid be- 
cause they were brought into J6’-seph’s house; and they said, 
Because of the money that was returned in our sacks are 
we brought in, that he may fall upon us, and take us for 
bondmen. And they came near to the steward of Jd’-seph’s 
house, and communed with him, and wanted to give him the 
money again. And he said, Peace be to you, fear not; your 
God, and the God of your father, hath given you treasure in 
your sacks: I had your money. And he brought Sim’-e-on 
out unto them. And when J6’-seph came home, they brought 
him the present, and bowed themselves to him to the earth. 
And he asked them of their welfare and said, Is your father 
well, the old man of whom ye spake? Is he yet alive? And 
they answered, Thy servant, our father, is in good health. 
And they bowed down their ‘heads and made obeisance. 

Joseph and Benjamin.— And J6’-seph saw his brother 
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Bén’-ja-min and said, Is this your younger brother, of whom 
ye spake unto me? And he said, God be gracious unto thee, 
my son. And J6’-seph made haste; for his bowels did yearn 
upon his brother; and he entered into his chamber and wept 
there. And he washed his face, and went out, and refrained 
himself, and said, Set on bread. And they set on for him 
by himself and for the E-g¥p’-tians which did eat with him, 
because the E-gy¥p’-tians might not eat bread with the Hé’- 
brews; for that is an abomination unto the E-g¥p’-tians. 
And they sat before him, the first-born according to his 
birthright, and the youngest according to his youth; and the 
men marveled one at another. And he sent messes unto them 
from before him; but Bén’-ja-min’s mess was five times so 
much as any of theirs. 

Rom. 12,10. Be kindly affectioned one to another with broth- 
erly love. 

Notes. — Joseph was about thirty-nine years old and Benjamin 
about twenty-four. 


21. Joseph Maketh Himself Known. 
Gen. 44. 45. 


The Trial. — And Jé’-seph commanded the steward of his 
house, saying, Fill the men’s sacks with food, as much as they 
can carry, and put every man’s money in his sack’s mouth. 
And put my silver cup in the sack’s mouth of the youngest, 
and his corn-money. And he did so. As soon as the morning 
was light, the men were sent away. And when they were 
gone out of the city, Jé’-seph said unto his steward, Up, 
follow after the men. And when he overtook them, he said, 
Wherefore have ye rewarded evil for good? Is not this it in 
which my lord drinketh? Ye have done evil in so doing. 
And they said unto him, Wherefore: saith my lord these 
words? God forbid that thy servants should do according 
to this thing. Behold, the money which we found in our | 
sack’s mouth we brought again unto thee; how, then, should 
we steal out of thy lord’s house silver or gold? With whom- 
soever it be found, both let him die, and we also will be my 
lord’s bondmen. And he said, Now also let it be according 
unto your words: he with whom it be found shall be my 
servant, and ye shall be blameless. Then they took down 
every man his sack to the ground, and opened every man his 
sack, And he searched, and began at the eldest, and left at 
the youngest: and the cup was found in Bén’-ja-min’s sack. 
Then they rent their clothes, and returned to the city. 
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_, Found Faithful. — And Ji’-dah and his brethren came to 
JO -seph’s house, and they fell before him on the ground. 
And J6’-seph said unto them, What deed is this that ye have 
done? And Ji’-dah said, What shall we say unto my lord? 
God hath found out the iniquity of thy servants; behold, 
we are my lord’s servants. And he said, God forbid that 
I should do so; but the man in whose hand the cup is found, 


he shall be my servant; and as for you, get you up in peace 
unto your father. Then Ji’-dah came near unto him and 
said, O my lord, let thy servant, I pray thee, speak a word 
in my lord’s ears. Our father’s life is bound up in this lad’s 
life. Now, therefore, when I come home, and the lad be not 
with us, it shall come to pass when he seeth that the lad is 
not with us, that he will die; thus we would bring down the 
gray hairs of our father with sorrow to the grave. For thy 
servant beeame surety for the lad unto my father. Therefore 
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let me abide instead of the lad a bondman to my lord, and 
let the lad go up with his brethren. For how shall I go up 
to my father, and the lad be not with me? lest, peradventure, 
I see the evil that shall come on my father. 


The Recognition. — Then Jé’-seph could not refrain him- 
self any longer; and he cried, Cause every man to go out 
from me. And there stood no one with him while J6’-seph 
made himself known to his brethren. And he wept aloud, and 
said unto his brethren, I am J6’-seph! Doth my father yet 
live? And his brethren could not answer him; for they were 
troubled at his presence. And Jd’-seph said unto his breth- 
ren, Come near to me, I pray you. I am Jé’-seph, your 
brother, whom ye sold into E’-g¥pt. Now, therefore, be not 
grieved nor angry with yourselves that ye sold me hither; for 
God did send me before you to preserve life. So now it was 
not you that sent me hither, but God; and He hath made me 
a ruler throughout all the land of E’-g¥pt. Haste ye, and go 
up to my father, and say unto him, Thus saith thy son Jd- 
geph, God hath made me lord of all E’-g¥pt: come down. 
unto me, tarry not, and I will nourish thee; for yet there 
are five years of famine. And ye shall tell my father of all 
my glory in E’-g¥pt; and ye shall haste and bring down my 
father hither. And he fell upon his brother Bén’-ja-min’s 
neck and wept. Moreover, he kissed all his brethren and 
wept upon them; and after that his brethren talked with him. 


Pharaoh’s Kindness. — And when Phia’-radh heard that 
J0-seph’s brethren were come, it pleased him well. And he 
said unto Jd’-seph, Say unto thy brethren, Go unto the land 
of Ca’-naan, and take your father and your households, and 
come unto me. Take your wagons out of the land of B’-g¥pt 
for your little ones and for your wives, and bring your father, 
and come. Also regard not your stuff; I will give you the 
good of the land of B’-g¥pt, and ye shall eat of the fat of 
the land. And Ji’-seph gave them wagons according to the 
commandment of Phi’-rash, and many good things of £’-g¥pt 
for his father, and sent them away. And he said unto them, 
See that ye fall not out by the way. 


Fifth Petition. 


Matt. 5,44. But I say unto you, Love your enemies, bless them 
that curse you, do good to them that hate you, and pray for them 
which despitefully use you, and persecute you. 


22. Jacob in Egypt. 43 


22. Jacob in Egypt. 
Gen. 45—50. 


The Meeting of Father and Son.— And J d’-seph’s breth- 
ren came into the land of Ca’-naan unto Ja’-cob, their father, 
and told him, saying, J6’-seph is yet alive, and he is governor 
over all the land of K’-g¥pt. And Ja’-cob’s heart fainted, 
for he believed them not. And they told him all the words 
of J6’-seph which he had said unto them. And when he saw 


the wagons which J6’-seph had sent to carry him, the spirit 
of Ja’-cob revived. And Is’-ra-el said, It is enough; Jd’- 
seph, my son, is yet alive. I will go and see him before I die. 
And Ig’-ra-el took his journey with all that he had, and came 
to Bé’-er-shé’-ba, and offered sacrifices unto the God of his 
father I’-saac. And God spake unto him in the visions of 
the night, and said, I am God, the God of thy father. Fear 
not to go down into K’-g¥pt; for I will make of thee a great 
nation. I will go down with thee into E’-g¥pt; and I will 
also surely bring thee up again; and J6’-seph shall put his 
hand upon thine eyes. — And all the souls of the house of 
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Ja’-cob which came into E’-g¥pt were threescore and ten, be- 
sides his sons’ wives and the servants. And he sent J w’-dah 
before him unto Jd’-seph. And Jdé’-seph made ready his 
chariot, and went up to meet Is’-ra-el, his father, to Go’-shen, 
and presented himself unto him; and he fell on his neck, 
and wept on his neck a good while. And Is’-ra-el said unto 
Jo’-seph, Now let me die, since I have seen thy face, because 
thou art yet alive. 

Jacob before Pharaoh. — Then Jé’-seph came and told 

Pha’-rash. And Pha’-radh spake unto J6’-seph, saying, Thy 
father and thy brethren aré come unto thee; the land of 
E’-gypt is before thee; in the best of the land make thy 
father and brethren to dwell; in the land of Gd’-shen let 
them dwell. And Jé’-seph brought in Ja’-cob, his father, 
and set him before Pha’-rash. And Pha’-rash asked him, 
How old art thou? And Ja’-cob said, The days of my pil- 
grimage are one hundred and thirty years: few and evil have 
the years of my life been, and have not attained unto the 
years of the life of my fathers in their pilgrimage. And 
Ja’-cob blessed Pha’-rash. And J6’-seph nourished his father, | 
and his brethren, and all his father’s household with bread, 
in the best of the land, as Pha’-radh had commanded. And 
Ja’-cob lived in E’-g¥pt seventeen years. 
. Separation. — And when the time drew nigh that Is’-ra-el 
must die, he called J6’-seph and said, Deal kindly and truly 
with me; bury me not in K’-g¥pt, but in my father’s burying- 
place. And J6’-seph said, I will do as thou hast said. And 
he said, Swear unto me. And he sware unto him. — And it 
came to pass after these things that one told J6’-seph, Be- 
hold, thy father is sick. And he took with him his two sons 
Ma-nias’-seh and E’-phra-im. And Is’-ra-el strengthened him- 
self and sat upon the bed, and said to! Jd’-seph, Who are 
these? And J6’-seph said, They are my sons whom God hath 
given me. And Is’-ra-el stretched out his hands upon them 
and said, God, before whom my fathers A’-bra-ham and 
I’-saac did walk, bless the lads, and let them grow into 
a multitude in the midst of the earth. And Is’-ra-el said 
unto J6’-seph, Behold, I die; but God shall be with you, and 
bring you again unto the land of your fathers. 

Jacob’s Blessing. — And Ja’-cob called his sons, and 
blessed them. And when he blessed Ji’-dah, he said, Ji’- 
dah, thou art he whom thy brethren shall praise; thy father’s 
children shall bow down before thee. Ji’-dah is a lion’s 
whelp; from the prey, my son, thou art gone up. The scepter 
shall not depart from Jii’-dah, nor a lawgiver from between 
has feet, until Shi'-loh come; and unto Him shall the gather- 
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ing of the people be. I have waited for Thy salvation, O Lorp. 
And when Ja’-cob had made an end, he yielded up the ghost, 
and was gathered unto his people. And Jd’-seph fell upon 
his father’s face, and wept upon him, and kissed him. And 
J5’-seph commanded his servants, the physicians, to embalm 
his father. And the E-g¥p’-tians mourned for him threescore 
and ten days. Then J6’-seph and his brethren went up into 
the land of Ca’-naan and buried Ja’-cob in the cave of Mach- 
_ pé-lah which A’-bra-ham had bought. 

A Forgiving Brother. — And when Jé’-seph’s brethren saw 
that their father was dead, they said, J6’-seph will peradven- 
ture hate us, and will certainly requite us all the evil which 
we did unto him. And they sent unto Jé’-seph, saying, Thy 
father did command before he died, saying, So shall ye say 
unto J6’-seph, Forgive, I pray thee now, the trespass of thy 
brethren and their sin; for they did unto thee evil. And 
J6’-seph wept and said unto them, Fear not; for am I in 
the place of God? Ye thought evil against me; but God 
meant it unto good, to bring to pass, as it is this day, to 
save much people alive. And he comforted them, and spake 
kindly unto them. And Jé’-seph said, When God brings you 
unto the land which He sware to A’-bra-ham, to I’-saac, and 
to Ja’-cob, ye shall carry up my bones from hence. And 
J60’-seph died, being one hundred and ten years old. And 
they embalmed him, and he was put in a coffin in K’-g¥pt. 


Fourth Commandment. 

1 Tim. 5,4. Let them learn to requite their parents; for that 
is good and acceptable before God. 

Nore. — Goshen lay in Lower Egypt, on the eastern side of the 
Nile. Jacob is not reported to have crossed the river; nor does it 
appear that the Israelites did so in their flight out of Egypt. — 
The Egyptians observed the custom of embalming their dead. The 
. preserved dead bodies are called mummies. — Abraham died, aged 
one hundred and seventy-five, Isaac one hundred and eighty, Jacob 
one hundred and forty-seven, and Joseph one hundred and ten years. 


23. Job. 


Book or Jos. 


Job’s Wealth. — There was a man in the land of Uz, whose 
name was Job; and that man feared God and eschewed evil. 
And there were born unto him seven sons and three daughters ; 
his substance also was seven thousand sheep, three thousand 
camels, five hundred yoke of oxen, and five hundred asses, 


46 23. Job. 


and a very great household. And his sons feasted in their 
houses, every one his day; and sent for their three sisters 
to eat and drink with them. And when the days of their 
feastings were gone about, Job sent and sanctified them, and 
offered burnt offerings according to the number of them all; 
for Job said, It may be that my sons have sinned. 

Satan’s Accusation. — Now when the sons of God came 
to present themselves before the Lorp, Sa’-tan came also 
among them. And the Lorp said unto Sa-tan, Whence 
comest thou? Then Sa’-tan answered, From going to and 
fro in the earth. And the Lorp said, Hast thou considered 
My servant Job, that there is none like him in the earth? 
Then Sa’-tan answered, Doth Job fear the Lorp for naught? 
Thou hast blessed the work of his hands. Put now forth 
Thine hand, touch all that he hath, and he will curse Thee 
to Thy face. And the Lorp said, Behold, all that he hath 
is in thy power; only upon himself put not forth thine hand. 
So Sa’-tan went forth from the presence of the Lorp. 

Job’s Losses. — And there was a day when his sons and 
his daughters were eating and drinking wine. And there 
came a messenger unto Job and said, The oxen were plow- 
ing, and the asses feeding beside them: and the Sa-bé’-ans 
fell upon them and took them away, and slew the servants 
with the edge of the sword; and I only am escaped alone to 
tell thee. While he was yet speaking, there came another 
and said, The fire of God is fallen from heaven, and hath 
burned up the sheep and the servants; and I only am escaped 
alone to tell thee. While he was yet speaking, there came 
also another and said, The Chal-dé’-ans took the camels, and 
slew the servants with the edge of the sword; and I only 
am escaped alone to tell thee. While he was yet speaking, 
there came also another and said, Thy sons and thy daughters 
were eating and drinking; and, behold, there came a great 
wind and smote the house, and it fell upon the young men, 
and they are dead. Then Job arose, and rent his mantle, and 
shaved his head, and fell down upon the ground, and wor- 
shiped, and said, The Lorp gave, and the Lorp hath taken 
away; blessed be the name of the Lorp. 

Satan’s Second Accusation. — Again the sons of God 
came to present themselves before the Lorp, and Sa’-tan came 
among them. And the Lorp said, Hast thou considered Job? 
Still he holdeth fast his integrity. And Sa’-tan answered, 
All that a man hath will he give for his life. But put forth 
Thine hand, and touch his bone and his flesh, and he will 
curse Thee to Thy face. And the Lorp said, He is in thy 
hand, but spare his life. 


23. Job. AT 


Job’s Affliction. — Then went Sa’-tan forth from the 
presence of the Lorp, and smote Job with sore boils from 
the sole of his foot unto his crown. And he took a pot- 
_ sherd to scrape himself with, and sat down among the ashes. 
Then said his wife unto him, Dost thou still retain thine 
integrity? Curse God and die. But he said, What? shall 
we receive good at the hand of God, and shall we not receive 
evil? In all this did not Jéb sin. 

Job’s Friends. — Then came Job’s three friends, El’-i- 
phiz, Bil’-dad, and Z6’-phar, to comfort him. And they knew 
him not, and they wept. So they sat down with him upon 
the ground seven days and seven nights, and none spake 
a word unto him; for they saw that his grief was very great. 
After this opened Jéb his mouth, and cursed his day. Then 
El’-i-phiz said, Who ever perished being innocent? Happy 
is the man whom God correcteth: therefore despise not thou 
the chastening of the Almighty. 

And Job answered and said, The arrows of the Almighty 
are within me. My brethren have dealt deceitfully as a brook. 
Is there iniquity in my tongue? Cannot my taste discern 
perverse things? 

Then Bil’-dad answered, How long wilt thou speak those 
things? Doth the Almighty pervert justice? 

Then Job answered, I know it is so: How should a man 
be just with God? If he will contend with Him, he cannot 
answer Him one of a thousand. My soul is weary of life. 
I will-say unto God, Show me wherefore Thou contendest 
with me. 

Then answered Z6’-phar, If iniquity be in thine hand, put 
it far away, for then shalt thou lift up thy face without spot, 
and shalt not fear. 

Then Job answered, Miserable comforters are ye all. Oh, 
that my words were now written! For I know, that my 
Redeemer liveth, and that He shall stand at the latter day 
upon the earth; and though after my skin worms destroy 
this body, yet in my flesh shall I see God: whom I shall 
see ir myself, and mine eyes shall behold, and not another. 

Job Comforted.— Then the Lorp answered Job out of 
the whirlwind and said, Where wast thou when I laid the 
foundations of the earth? when the morning stars sang to- 
gether and all the sons of God shouted for joy? 

And Job answered, Behold, I am vile. I have uttered 
what I understood not, things too wonderful for me, which 
I knew not. Wherefore I abhor myself, and repent in dust 


and ashes. ; 
And the Lorp said to El’-i-phiz and his two friends, Ye 
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have not spoken of Me the thing that is right, as My servant 
Job hath. edi 

Then the Lorp accepted Job and turned the captivity of 
Job; He blessed him, and gave him twice as much as he had 
before. He had also seven sons and three daughters. And 
Job saw his sons and his sons’ sons, even four generations. 
So Job died, being old and full of days. 


Siath and Seventh Petitions. 
Heb. 12,6. Whom the Lord loveth: He chasteneth. 


I know that my Redeemer lives! 

What comfort this sweet sentence gives! 
He lives, He lives, who once was dead. 
He lives, my ever living Head. 


Moses and Joshua. 
(1571—1426 B.C.) 


24. Moses’ Birth and Flight. 
ipa, Me 


Israel in Bondage. — Now when J6’-seph had died and all 
his brethren, the children of Is’-ra-el increased abundantly. 
And there rose up a new king over E’-g¥pt, which knew not » 
J6-seph. And he said unto his people, Behold, the people 
of the children of Is’-ra-el are mightier than we. Come on, 
let us deal wisely with them, lest they multiply, and it come 
to pass, that, when there falleth out any war, they join also 
unto our enemies, and fight against us. Therefore they did 
set over them taskmasters to afflict them with burdens. And 
they built for Pha’-rash treasure-cities, Pi’-thom and Ra- 
im’-ses. But the more they afflicted them, the more they 
multiplied and grew. And Phia’-rash charged all his people, 
saying, Every son that is born ye shall cast into the river, 
and every daughter ye shall save alive. 

Moses Saved. — And there went a man of the house of 
Lé’-vi, named Am’-rim, and took to wife a daughter of Lé’-vi, 
Jdch’-e-bed by name. And the woman bare a son, and when 
she saw that he was a goodly child, she hid him three months. 
And when shé could not longer hide him, she took an ark of 
bulrushes, and daubed it with slime and with pitch, and put 
the child therein, and laid it in the flags by the river’s brink. 
And his sister Mir’-i-am stood afar off, to see what would be 
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done to him. And the daughter of Pha’-rash came down to 
wash herself at the river; and her maidens walked along by 
the river’s side; and when she saw the ark among the flags, 
she sent her maid to fetch it. And when she had opened it, 
she saw the child; and, behold, the babe wept. And she had 
compassion on him and said, This is one of the Hé’-brews’ 
children. Then said his sister to Pha’-radh’s daughter, Shall 
I go and call to thee a nurse of the Hé’-brew women, that 
she may nurse the child for thee? And Pha’-rash’s daughter 


said to her, Go. And the maid went and called the child’s 
mother. And Pha’-rash’s daughter said unto her, Take this 
child away, and nurse it for me, and I will give thee thy 
wages. And the woman took the child and nursed it. And 
the child grew, and she brought him unto Pha’-radh’s 
daughter, and he became her son. And she called his name 
Mo’-ges; and she said, Because I drew him out of the water. 

Moses’ Flight.— When M36’-gseg was grown, he went out 
unto his brethren, and looked on their burdens. And he spied 
an E-gyp’-tian smiting an ié’-brew, one of his brethren. 
And he slew the E-g¥p’-tian, and hid him in the sand. And 
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when he went out the second day, behold, two men of the 
Hé’-brews strove together; and he said to him that did the 
wrong, Wherefore smitest thou thy fellow? And he said, 
Who made thee a prince and a judge over us? Intendest 
thou to kill me as thou killedst the E-g¥p’-tian? And Md’-ses 
feared and said, Surely this thing is known. Now when 
Pha’-rash heard this thing, he sought to slay Mo’-ses. But 
MO6’-seg fled from the face of Pha’-rash to the land of Mid’- 
i-an; and he sat down by a well. Now the priest of Mid’-i-an 
had seven daughters; and they came and drew water, and 
filled the troughs to water their father’s flock. And the shep- 
herds came and drove them away; but Mé’-ses stood up and 
helped them and watered their flock. And when they came to 
Rew’-el, their father, he said, How is it that ye are come so 
soon to-day? And they said, An E-g¥p’-tian delivered us out 
of the hand of the shepherds, and also drew water enough 
for us, and watered the flock. And he said unto his daughters, 
And where is he?, Why is it that ye have left the man? Call 
him that he may eat bread. And Mdé’-ses was content to 
dwell with the man; and he gave M6’-ses Zip-pd’-rah, his 
daughter. 


First Article: Preservation. 

Ps. 91, 10. There shall no evil befall thee, neither shall any 
plague come nigh thy dwelling. 

Notr. — The land of Midian lies in Arabia, east of the north- 
eastern arm of the Red Sea. 


25. The Call of Moses. 
Ex. 3. 4. 
The Call.— Now Mo’-ses kept the flock of J é’-thro, his 


father-in-law, the priest of Mid’-i-an, and came to the moun- 
tain of God, even to Hé’-reb. And the Angel of the Lorp 
appeared unto him in a flame of fire out of the midst of 
a bush; and, behold, the bush burned with fire, and the bush 
was not consumed. And when the Lorp saw that he turned 
aside to see, God called unto him out of the bush and 
said, Mo’-ses, Mo’-segs! And he said, Here am I. And He 
said, Put off thy shoes from off thy feet; for the place 
whereon thou standest is holy ground. I am the God of 
A’-bra-ham, the God of I’-gaac, and the God of Ja’-cob. And 
Mo’-ses hid his face; for he was afraid to look upon God. 
And the Lorp said, I have surely seen the affliction of My 
people which are in E’-g¥pt. And I am come down to deliver 


: 
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them out of the hand of the E-g¥p’-tians, and to bring them 
up out of that land unto a land flowing with milk and honey. 
Now, therefore, behold, the ery of the children of Is -ra-el is 
come unto Me, and I have also seen the oppression wherewith 
the E-g¥p’-tians oppress them. Come now, and I will send 
thee unto Pha’-radh, that thou mayest bring forth My people 
out of B’-g¥pt. And Mo’-ses said, Who am I, that L should 
go unto Pha’-radh, and bring forth the children of As -ra-el 
out of E’-g¥pt? And He said, Certainly I will be with thee. 


And God said unto M3é’-ses, I AM THAT I AM: thus shalt 
thou say unto the children of Is’-ra-el, I AM hath sent me 
unto you. 

Moses’ Objections. — And M6’-segs answered and said, But, 
behold, they will not believe me, for they will say, The Lorp 
hath not appeared unto thee. And the Lorp said unto him, 
What is that in thine hand? And he said, A rod. And He 
said, Cast it on the ground. And he cast it on the ground, 
and it became a serpent, and Mé’-gseg fled from before it. 
And the Lorp said, Put forth thine hand, and take it by the 
tail. And he put forth his hand and caught it; and it be- 
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came a rod in his hand. And the Lorp said furthermore 
unto him, Put now thine hand into thy bosom. And when 
he took it out, behold, his hand was leprous as snow. And he 
said, Put it into thy bosom again; and, behold, it was turned 
again as his other flesh. And the Lorp said, If they will not 
believe these two signs, thou shalt take of the water of the 
river, and pour it upon the dry land, and it shall become 
bl6od. And Mo’-geg said unto the Lorp, O my Lorp, I am not 
eloquent, but I am slow of speech and of a slow tongue. And 
the Lorp said unto him, Who hath made man’s mouth, or 
who maketh the dumb, or deaf, or the seeing, or the blind? 
Have not I, the Lorp? Now therefore go, and I will teach 
thee what thou shalt say. And he said, O my Lorn, send, 
I pray Thee, whom Thou wilt send. And the anger of the 
Lorp was kindled against Md’-ses, and He said, I know that 
Aar’-on, thy brother, can speak well. He shall be thy spokes- 
man unto the people. And thou shalt take this rod in thine 
hand, wherewith thou shalt do signs. 

Moses Obeys. —And M36’-ses went to Jé’-thro, and took his 
wife and his sons, and set them upon an ass, and returned to 
the land of E’-g¥pt. And Md’-ses took the rod of God in 
his hand. And the Lorp said to Aar’-on, Go into the wilder- 
ness to meet Mé’-ses. And he went, and met him in the 
mount of God, and kissed him. And Md’-ses told A4r’-on 
- all the words of the Lorp who had sent him, and all the signs 
which He had commanded him. And they went and gathered 
together all the elders of the children of Is’-ra-el. And 
Aar’-on spake all the words which the Lorp had spoken unto 
Mo’-ses, and did the signs in the sight of the people. And 
the people believed; and when they heard that the Lorp had 
looked upon their affliction, then they bowed their heads and 
worshiped. 


Third Petition. 
2 Cor. 12,9. My grace is sufficient for thee; for My strength 
is made perfect in weakness. 


Norse. — At the age of forty Moses tried to act as deliverer 
of Israel. God sent him into the school of affliction for forty 
years. At the age of eighty Moses was called by God to the posi- 
tion to which Moses had appointed himself forty years before. 
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26. Moses before Pharaoh. The Plagues. 
Ex. 5—10. 


Moses before Pharaoh. — And afterward M36’-seg and 
Aar’-on went in and told Pha’-radh, Thus saith the Lorp 
God of Is’-ra-el, Let My people go. And Pha’-radh said, 
Who is the Lorp, that I should obey His voice? I know not 
the Lorp, neither will I let Is’-ra-el go. And Pha’-rash com- 
manded the same day the taskmasters of the people and their 
officers, saying, Let there more work be laid upon the men, 
that they may labor therein; and let them not regard vain 
words. And the taskmasters of the people went out, and their 
officers, and they spake to the people, saying, Thus saith 
Pha’-rath, I will not give you straw; go ye, and get ye straw 
where ye can find it; yet not aught of your work shall be 
diminished: So the people were scattered abroad to gather 
stubble instead of straw. Then the officers of the children of 
fs’-ra-el came and cried unto Pha’-rash, saying, Wherefore 
dealest thou thus with thy servants? But he said, Ye are 
idle, ye are idle; therefore ye say, Let us go and do sacrifice 
to the Lorp. Go therefore now and work. And M6’-ses re- 
turned unto the Lorp and said, Lorp, wherefore hast Thou 
so entreated this people? Why is it that Thou hast sent me? 
For since I came to Pha’-radh he hath done evil to this 
people; neither hast Thou delivered Thy people at all. Then 
the Lorp said unto Md’-ses, Now shalt thou see what I will 
do to Pha’-rash; for with a strong hand shall he let them go. 
And the E-g¥p’-tians shall know that I am the Lorp. 

The Signs. — And Mé’-ses and Aar’-on went in unto 
Pha’-rash, and Aar’-on cast down his rod before Pha’-radh, 
and it became a serpent. Then Pha’-radh called the wise 
men and the sorcerers. They also did in like manner with 
their enchantments. But Aar’-on’s rod swallowed up their 
rods. And the Lorp hardened Phi’-radh’s heart that he 
hearkened not unto them. ; 

The Plagues. — And Aar’-on lifted up the rod and smote 
the waters, and all the waters were turned to blood. And 
the fish in the river died; and the river stank, and the 
E-g¥p’-tians could not drink of the water; and there was 
blood throughout all the land of E’-g¥pt. And the magicians 
of &’-g¥pt did so with their enchantments; and Pha’-radh’s 
heart was hardened. 

_ And Aar’-on stretched out his hand over the waters of 
B’-g¥pt; and frogs came up, and covered the land of £’-g¥pt. 
And the frogs came into the houses, the bedchambers, the 
beds, the ovens, and into the kneading-troughs. Then Pha’- 
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raoh called for Mé’-ses and Adr’-on and said, Entreat the 
Lorp that He may take away the frogs from us; and I will 
let the people go. And Mo’-seg cried unto the Lorp, and the 
frogs died; and they gathered them together upon heaps; 
and the land stank. But when Pha’-rash saw that there was 
respite, he hardened his heart, and hearkened not unto them. 

And Aar’-on stretched out his rod, and smote the dust of 


the earth, and it became lice in man and in beast; all the 
dust became lice throughout all the land of B’-g¥pt. And 
the magicians could not do this, but said, This is the finger 
of God. But Pha’-radh’s heart was hardened, and he heark- 
ened not unto them. And the Lorp sent swarms of flzes upon 
Phi’-radh and his people; murrain, that all the cattle died; 
boils and blains on man and beast (and the magicians could 
no longer stand before Md’-seg because of the boils); hail, 
thunder, and fire mingled with the hail in all the land, that 
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smote all that was in the field, man and beast, every herb 
and every tree; locusts that ate up all that the hail had left; 
darkness in all the land of E’-g¥pt three days, thick darkness 
that could be felt; they saw not one another, neither rose 
any from his place for three days. But all the children of 
Ts’-ra-el had light in their dwellings. And the Lorp hardened 
Pha’-rash’s heart, and he would not let them go. 


Conclusion of the Lord’s Prayer. 
Ps. 50, 15: Call upon Me in the day of trouble: I will deliver 
thee, and thou shalt glorify Me. 
Thine shall forever be 
Glory and power divine; 
The scepter, throne, and majesty 


Of heaven and earth are Thine. 
§ 


27. The Last Plague and the Passover. 
Ex. 11. 12. 


The First-born Threatened. — And the Lorp said unto 
M@d’-ses, Yet will I bring one plague more upon Pha’-radh, 
afterwards he will let you go hence. About midnight will 
I go out into the midst of B’-g¥pt; and all the first-born in 
the land of E’-g¥pt shall die, from the first-born of Pha’-rash 
even unto the first-born of the maid-servant, and all the first- 
born of beasts. But against any of the children of Is’-ra-el 
shall not a dog move his tongue, that ye may know how that 
the Lorp doth put a difference between the E-g¥p’-tians and 
Ts’-ra-el. 

The Passover.— And the Lorp spake unto Md’-seg and 
Aar’-on, saying, Speak ye unto all the congregation of Is’- 
ra-el, saying, In the tenth day of this month they shall take 
to them every man a lamb without blemish, a male of the 
first year. And ye shall keep it until the fourteenth day of 
the month, and shall kill it in the evening. And ye shall 
take the blood, and strike it on the two side-posts and on the 
upper door-post of the houses wherein ye shall eat it. And 
ye shall eat the flesh in that night and unleavened bread. 
And ye shall let nothing of it remain until the morning. 
With your loins girded, your shoes on your feet, and your 
staff in your hand, ye shall eat it in haste: it is the Lorp’s 
passover. For I will pass through the land of E’gy¥pt this 
night, and will smite all the first-born, both man and beast. 
And the blood shall be to you for a token upon the houses 
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where ye are. And when I see the blood, I will pass over 
you, and the plague shall not be upon you to destroy you, 
when I smite the land of K’-gypt. And this day shall be 
unto you a feast to the Lorp throughout your generations. 
And when ye be come to the land which the Lorp will give 
you, and your children say unto you, What mean ye by this 
service? ye shall say, It is the Lorp’s passover, who passed 
over the houses of the children of Is’-ra-el when He smote 
the E-g¥p’-tians and delivered our houses. And the people 
bowed the head and worshiped. And the children of Is’-ra-el 


went away, and did as the Lorp had commanded M6’-geg and 
Aar’-on. 

The First-born Slain. — And it came to pass that at mid- 
night the Lorp smote all the first-born in the land of E’-g¥pt, 
from the first-born of Pha’-rash that sat on his throne unto 
the first-born of the captive that was in the dungeon, and all 
the first-born of the cattle. And Pha’-rash rose up in the 
night, he and all his servants, and all the E-g¥p’-tians; and 
there was a great cry in E’-g¥pt; for there was not a house 
where there was not one dead. 


Sacrament of the Altar. 
John 1,29. Behold the Lamb of God, which taketh away the 


sin of the world. 
1 John 1,7. The blood of Jesus Christ, His Son, cleanseth us 


from all sin. 
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28. The Exodus. 
Ex. 12—15. 


The Departure. — Pha’-rash called for M6’-gses and 
Aar’-on by night and said, Rise up, and get you forth from 
among my people; take also your flocks and your herds. 
And the E-g¥p’-tians were urgent upon the people, that they 
might send them out of the land in haste; for they said, 
We be all dead men. And the people took their dough before 
it was leavened, their kneading-troughs bound up in their 
clothes upon their shoulders. And they baked unleavened 
cakes of the dough, because they could not tarry, neither had 
they prepared for themselves any victual. And the children 
of Is’-ra-el borrowed of the E-g¥p’-tians jewels of silver, and 
jewels of gold, and raiment, as the Lorp had commanded 
them. And the Lorp gave the people favor in the sight of 
the E-g¥p’-tians, so that they lent unto them such things; 
and they spoiled the E-g¥p’-tians. And the children of 
Is’-ra-el journeyed, about six hundred thousand on foot that 
were men, beside children. And Md’-ses took the bones of 
J6’-seph with him. And the Lorp led the people through the 
way of the wilderness of the Red Sea, and went before them 
by day in a pillar of cloud and by night in a pillar of fire. 
Now the sojourning of the children of Is’-ra-el in EH’-g¥pt 
was four hundred and thirty years. And at the end of the 
four hundred and thirty years, even the selfsame day, all the 
hosts of the Lorp went out of E’-g¥pt. 

The Pursuit. — And when it was told the king of E’-g¥pt 
that the people fled, he said, Why have we let Is’-ra-el go 
from serving us? And he made ready his chariot, and took 
his people with him; and he took six hundred chosen chariots 
and all the chariots of E’-g¥pt, and pursued after the chil- 
dren of Is’-ra-el, and overtook them encamping by the sea. 
And the children of Is’-ra-el lifted up their eyes, and, behold, 
the E-gyp’-tians marched after them. And they were sore 
afraid, and cried out unto the Lorp. And M6’-seg said unto 
the people, Fear ye not, stand still, and see the salvation of 
the Lorp which He will show to you; the Lorp shall fight 
for you, and ye shall hold your peace. And the Lorp said 
unto Mo’-ses, Wherefore criest thou unto Me? Speak unto ~ 
the children of Ig’-ra-el that they go forward. But lift thou 
up thy rod, and stretch out thine hand over the sea, and 
divide it. And the children of is’-ra-el shall go on the dry 
ground through the midst of the sea. 

Israel Delivered. — The Angel of God which went before 
the camp of Ig’-ra-el removed and went behind them; and 
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the pillar of the cloud went between the camp of the E-g¥p’- 
tians and the camp of Is’-ra-el; and it was a cloud of dark- 
ness to them, but it gave light by night to these, so that the 
one came not near the other all the night. And Md’-ses 
stretched out his hand over the sea; and the Lorp caused 
the sea to go back by a strong east wind all that night, and 
made the sea dry land, and the waters were divided. ‘And 


the children of Is’-ra-el went into the midst of the sea upon 
the dry ground; and the waters were a wall unto them on 
their right hand and on their left. And the E-gyp’-tians 
pursued, and went in after them to the midst of the sea. And 
the Lorp said unto Mo’-ges, Stretch out thine hand over the 
sea, that the waters may come again upon the E-g¥p’-tians, 
upon their chariots, and upon their horsemen. And Mo’-ses 
stretched forth his hand over the sea, and the sea returned, 
and the Lorp overthrew the E-gyp’-tians in the midst of 
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the sea. And the waters returned, and covered the chariots, 
and the horsemen, and all the host of Pha’-radh; there re- 
mained not so much as one of them. Thus the Lorp saved 
fs’-ra-el that day out of the hand of the E-g¥p’-tians; and 
fs’-ra-el saw the E-g¥p’-tians dead upon the seashore. 


Israel’s Thanksgiving. — And Is’-ra-el saw that great work 
which the Lorp did. Then sang M6’-ses and the children of 
Is’-ra-el this song unto the Lorp, and spake: 

I will sing unto the Lorp, 

For He hath triumphed gloriously: 
The horse and his rider 

Hath He thrown into the sea. 


And Mir’-i-am, the prophetess, the sister of Aar’-on, and 
the women answered them: 
Sing ye to the Lorp, . 
For He hath triumphed gloriously: 
The horse and his rider 
Hath He thrown into the sea. 


Seventh Petition. 
Ps. 34,7. The angel of the Lord encampeth round about them 
that fear Him, and delivereth them. 

When Israel through the desert passed, 
A fiery pillar went before 
To guide them through the dreary waste, 
And lessen the fatigues they bore. 
Such is Thy glorious Word, O God! 
*Tis for our light and guidance given; 
It sheds its luster all abroad, 
And points the path to bliss and heaven. 


29. Israel in the Wilderness. 
Ex. 15—1%, 


The Quails. —So M6’-ses brought Is’-ra-el from the Red 
Sea into the wilderness of Shtir; and they went three days 
in the wilderness, and found no water. And when they came 
to Ma’-rah, they could not drink of the waters, for they were 
bitter. And the people murmured against Md’-ges, saying, 
What shall we drink? And he cried unto the Lorp; and the 
Lorp showed him a tree, which when he had cast into the 
waters, the waters were made sweet. And the Lorp said, 
I am the Lorp that healeth thee. And they came to F’-lim, 
where were twelve wells of water and threescore and ten palm 
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trees. And from £’-lim they came unto the wilderness of 
Sin. And the whole congregation of the children of fs’-ra-el 
murmured against M6’-seg and A4r’-on, and said unto them, 
Would to God we had died in the land of E’-g¥pt, when we 
sat by the flesh-pots, and did eat bread to the full; for ye 
have brought us into this wilderness to kill us with hunger. 
And the Lorp said unto Md’-ses, I have heard the murmur- 
ings of the children of Is’-ra-el. Say unto them, At even ye 
shall eat flesh, and in the morning ye shall be filled with 
bread; and ye shall know that I am the Lorp, your God. 
And in the evening quails came up and covered the. camp. 


The Manna.— And in the morning, when the dew was 
gone, behold, upon the face of the wilderness there lay a small 
round thing, as small as the hoar-frost on the ground. And 
when the children of Is’-ra-el saw it, they said one to another, 
It is manna. And Mod’-ses said unto them, This is the bread 
which the Lorp hath given you to eat. Gather of it every 
man according to his eating. And the children of Is’-ra-el 
gathered, some more, some less. And when they did measure 
it, he that gathered much had nothing over, and he that 
gathered little had no lack; they gathered every man accord- 
ing to his eating. And Md’-ses said, Let no man leave of it 
till the morning. Notwithstanding they hearkened not unto 
Mé’-ses; but some of them left of it until the morning, and 
it bred worms, and stank. And they gathered it every 
morning; and when the sun waxed hot, it melted. And 
Mo’-ses said, To-morrow is the holy Sabbath unto the Lorp; 
that which remaineth over lay up for you, to be kept until 
the morning. Six days ye shall gather it; but on the seventh 
day, which is the Sabbath, in it there shall be none. And 
on the sixth day they gathered twice as much. And they 
laid it up till the morning, as Md’-seg bade; ‘and it did not 
stink, neither was there any worm therein. And there went 
out some of the people on the seventh day for to gather, and 
they found none. Manna was like coriander-seed, white; 
and the taste of it was like wafers made with honey. And 
Mo’-ses said to Aar’-on, Take a pot full of manna, and lay 
it up before the Lorp to be kept for your generations. And * 

. the children of Is’-ra-el did eat manna forty years until they 
came unto the borders of the land of Ca’-naan. 


‘ Water from the Rock. — And Is’-ra-el journeyed from the 
- wilderness of Sin, and pitched in Réph’-i-dim. And there 
was no water. Wherefore the people did chide with Mo’-seg 
and said, Give us water that we may drink. And M6’-segs 
cried unto the Lorp, saying, What shall I do unto this people? 
They be almost ready to stone me. And the Lorp said unto 
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Mo’-ses, Thy rod, wherewith thou smotest the river, take in 
thine hand and go. Behold, I will stand before thee there 
upon the rock in H6’-reb; ‘and thou shalt smite the rock, 
and there shall come water out of it, that the people may 
drink. And Mo’-geg did so. And he called the name of the 
place Mas’-sah and Mér’-i-bah, because of the chiding of the 
children of Igs’-ra-el, and because they tempted the Lorp, 
saying, Is the Lorp among us, or not? 

The Amalekites. — Then came Am/’-a-lék, and fought with 
Ts’-ra-el in Réph’-i-dim. And M06’-ses aud unto Jdésh’-u-a 
Choose us out men, and go out, fight with Am’-a-lék. To- 
morrow I will stand on the top of the hill with the rod of 
God in mine hand. So Jésh’-u-a did as Mé’-ses had said to 


him, and M6’-ses, Aar’- -on, and Hir went up to the top of 
the hill, And when M36’-seg held up his hand, Ts’-ra-el pre- 
vailed; and when he let down his hand, Am’-a-lék prevailed. 
But Mo’ -seg’ hands were heavy; and Aar’-on and Hir stayed 
up his hands, the one on the one side, and the other on the 
other side; and his hands were steady until the going down 
of the sun. And Jésh’-u-a discomfited Am/’-a-lék with the 
edge of the sword. 


Fourth Petition. 


Ps. 145, 15.16. The eyes of all wait upon Thee, and Thou givest 
them their meat in due season. Thou openest Thine hand, and 
satisfiest the desire of every living thing. 


Riven the Rock for me Never a want severe 
Thirst to relieve, Causeth my eye to tear, 
Manna from heaven falls But Thou dost whisper near, 


Fresh every eve; “Only believe.” 
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_ Note. — Manna means, What is this? Israel needed about two 
million pounds daily of this heavenly bread, which God supplied 
in a miraculous manner. 

The Wilderness of Sin, extending twenty-five miles along the 
shore of the Red Sea, is barren, but has some vegetation. 

Quails. At the season, when the Israelites gathered them, 
quails still migrate from Africa northward in immense numbers. 


' 30. The Giving of the Law on Sinai. 
Ex. 19—24. 


The Preparation.—In the third month, when the chil- 
dren of Is’-ra-el were gone out of the land of E’-g¥pt, they 
came into the wilderness of Si’-nai, and camped there before 
Mount Si’-nai. And Mé’-seg went up, and the Lorp called 
unto him, saying, Thus shalt thou say to Is’-ra-el, Ye have 
seen what I did unto the E-g¥p’-tians, and how I bare you 
on eagles’ wings, and brought you unto Myself. If ye will 
obey My voice, and keep My covenant, then ye shall be 
a peculiar treasure unto Me above all people; for all the 
earth is Mine; and ye shall be unto Me a kingdom of priests 
and a holy nation. And M6o’-ses called the elders of the 
people, and laid before them all these words which the Lorp 
commanded him. And all the people answered together and 
said, All that the Lorp hath spoken we will do. And M36’-ses 
returned the words of the people unto the Lorp. And the 
Lorp said, Sanctify the people to-day and to-morrow, and 
let them wash their clothes, and be ready against the third 
day; for the Lorp will come down in the sight of all the 
people upon Mount Si’-nai. And thou shalt set bounds round 
about, saying, Take heed to yourselves, that ye go not up into 
the mount; whosoever toucheth the mount shall be surely 
put to death. 

The Ten Commandments. — And on the third day, in the 
morning, there were thunders and lightnings and a thick 
cloud upon the mount, and the voice of the trumpet exceed- 
ing loud, so that all the people that was in the camp trembled. 
And Mo’-seg brought the people out of the camp to meet with 
God; and they stood at the nether part of the mount. And 
Mount Si’-nai was altogether on a smoke, because the Lorp 
descended upon it in fire; and the smoke thereof ascended 
as the smoke of a furnace, and the whole mount quaked 
greatly. And the voice of the trumpet sounded long, and 
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waxed louder and louder. And God spake all these words, 
saying: 

I am the Lorn, thy God, which have brought thee out of 
the land of E’-gypt, out of the house of bondage. Thou shalt 
have no other gods before Me. Thou shalt not make unto 
thee any graven image or any likeness of anything that is 
in heaven above, or that is in the earth beneath, or that is 
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m the water under the earth; thou shalt not bow down thy- 
self to them, nor serve them; for I, the Lorn, thy God, am 
a jealous God, visiting the iniquity of the fathers upon the 
children unto the third and fourth generation of them that 
hate Me, and showing mercy unto thousands of them that 
love Me, and keep My commandments, 

Thow shalt not take the name of the Lorp, thy God, in 


vain; for the Lorp wil not hold him guiltless that taketh 
ws name in vain. 
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Remember the Sabbath-day to keep it holy. Six days 
shalt thou labor and do all thy work; but the seventh day 
as the Sabbath of the Lorn, thy God; in it thou shalt not 
do any work, thou, nor thy son, nor thy daughter, thy man- 
servant, nor thy maid-servant, nor thy cattle, nor thy stranger 
that is within thy gates; for in six days the Lorp made 
heaven and earth, the sea, and all that in them is, and rested 
the seventh day; wherefore the Lorp blessed the Sabbath-day, 
and hallowed i. 

Honor thy father and thy mother, that thy days may be 
long upon the land which the Lorn, thy God, giveth thee. 

Thou shalt not kill. 

Thow shalt not commit adultery. 

Thou shalt not steal. 

Thou shalt not bear false witness against thy neighbor. 

Thou shalt not covet thy neighbor's house. 

Thou shalt not covet thy neighbor’s wife, nor his man- 
servant, nor his maid-servant, nor his ox, nor his ass, nor 
anything that is thy neighbor’s. 

And when the people heard and saw this, they fled and 
said unto Md’-ses, Speak thou with us, and we will hear; but 
let not God speak with us, lest we die. And Md’-ses said, 
Fear not; for God is come, that His fear may be before your 
faces, that ye sin not. And the people stood afar off, and 
Mo’-ses drew near unto the thick darkness where God was. 
And the Lorp spake unto M@d’-ses, and M6’-ses told the people 
all the words of the Lorn, and all the judgments: and all the 
people answered with one voice, All the words which the Lorp 
hath said will we do. 


The Covenant Made. — And M6’-ses wrote all the words 
of the Lorp, and rose up early in the morning, and_ builded 
an altar under the hill, and twelve pillars, according to the 
twelve tribes of Is’-ra-el. And he sent young men to offer 
sacrifices. And M3d’-ses took half of the blood of the sacri- 
fices and put it in basins, and the other half he sprinkled on 
the altar. And he took the book of the covenant, and read 
in the audience of the people. And when they said, All that 
the Lorp hath said will we do, Mé’-ses took the blood and 
sprinkled it on the people, and said, Behold the blood of the 
covenant which the Lorp hath made with you concerning all 
these words. 

And the Lorp said unto Ma’-ses, Come up to Me into the 
mount. And M3é’-ses was in the mount forty days and forty 
nights. 

Comprehensive Bible History. 5 
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66 31. The Golden Calf. 


First Chief Part: “What are the Ten aN 
Pss0-) 
Deut. 6, 6.7. These words which I command thee this day shall 
be in thine heart; and thou shalt teach them diligently unto thy 
children. 
The Law may threaten endless death 
From awful Sinai’s burning hill; 
Straightway from its consuming breath 
«>» My soul through faith mounts higher still; 
She throws herself at Jesus’ feet, 
And finds with Him a safe retreat. 


Nore.— Trumpet: Horn-shaped instrument that carried the 
sound a great distance. : 

Wilderness of Sinai: The plain at the foot of Mount Sinai. 

Mount Horeb and Mount Sinai are in the southern portion 
of the peninsula of Sinai. 


31. The Golden Calf. 
Ex. 32—34. 


Idolatry.— And when the people saw that Md’-seg de- 
layed to come down out of the mount, they said unto Aar’-on, 
Up, make us gods, which shall go before us; for as for this 
Mod’-ses, the man that brought us up out of the land of 
E’-g¥pt, we wot not what is become of him. And A4r’-on 
said unto them, Break off the golden earrings of your wives, 
sons, and daughters, and bring them unto me. And he re- 
ceived them, and made it a molten calf. And they said, 
These be thy gods, O Is’-ra-el, which brought thee up out 
of the land of B’-g¥pt. And Adr’-on built an altar before it, 
and made proclamation, To-morrow is a feast to the Lorp. 
And they rose up early on the morrow; and offered burnt 
offerings; and the people sat down to eat and to drink, and 
rose up to play. 

The Lord’s Anger. — And the Lorp said unto Mé’-ses, Go, 
get thee down; for thy people have corrupted themselves; 
they have turned aside quickly out of the way which I com- 
manded them. I see this people is a stiff-necked people; now, 
therefore, let Me alone, that My wrath may wax hot against 
them, and that I may consume them; and I will make of 
thee a great nation. 


Moses Intercedes.— And M36’-geg besought the Lorp, his 
God, and said, Lorp, why doth Thy wrath wax hot? Where-_ 


fore should the E-g¥p’-tians say, For mischief did He bring 
them out to slay them in the mountains? Remember A’-bra- 
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ham, I’-saac, and Is’-ra-el, to whom Thou swarest, I will mul- 
tiply your seed as the stars of heaven, and all this land that 
I have spoken of will I give unto your seed, and they shall 
inherit it forever. And the Lorp repented of the evil which 
He thought to do unto His people. 


Moses’ Zeal. — And Mé’-seg went down from the mount 
‘and the two tables of the testimony were in his hand. The 
tables were written on both their sides, and were the work of 
God, and the writing was the writing of God, graven upon the 
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‘tables. And as soon as he came nigh unto the camp, he saw 
the calf and the dancing. And M36’-ses’ anger waxed hot, 
and he cast the tables out of his hands, and brake them be- 
neath the mount. And he took the calf and burnt it in the 
fire, and ground it to powder, and strewed it upon the water, 
and made the children of fg’-ra-el drink of it. Then M6’-seg 
stood in the gate of the camp and said, Who is on the Lorp’s 
side? Let him come unto me. And all the sons of Lé’-vi 
gathered themselves together unto him. And he said unto 
them, Thus saith the Lorp, Put every man his sword by his 
side, and go in and out from gate to gate throughout the 
camp, and slay every man his brother, his companion, and his 
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neighbor. And the children of Lé’-vi did according to the 
word of Mé’-ges; and there fell of the people that day about 
' three thousand men. 


The Two Tables Renewed. — The Lorp spake unto M6’-seg 
face to face, as a man speaketh unto his friend. And the 
Lorp said unto Mé’-ses, Hew thee two tables of stone like 
unto the first; and I will write upon these tables the words 
that were in the first tables, which thou brakest. And Mo’- 
ses hewed two tables of stone like unto the first; and rose 
up early in the morning, and went up unto Mount Si’-nai, 
as the Lorp had commanded him, and took in his hand the 
two tables of stone. And the Lorp descended in the cloud, 
and passed by before him, and proclaimed, The Lorp, The 
Lorp God, merciful and gracious, long-suffering and abundant 
in goodness and truth, keeping mercy for thousands, forgiving 
iniquity and transgression and sin, and that will by no means 
clear the guilty. And Md’-ses bowed his head and worshiped, 
and said, O Lorp, pardon our iniquity and our sin, and take 
us for Thine inheritance. And the Lorp made a covenant 
that He would lead them into the land. And Md’-ses was 
there with the Lorp forty days and forty nights; he did 
neither eat bread, nor drink water. 


The Veil. — And when M6’-ses came down from Mount 
Si’-nai with the two tables in his hand, the skin of his face 
shone, and he knew it not. And A4r’-on and the people were 
afraid to come nigh him. And M6’-ses called unto them; 
and Aar’-on and all the rulers returned unto him. And 
M6’-ses put a veil on his face when speaking with them. And 
he commanded them all that the Lorp had spoken with him. 
But when Mdé’-seg went in before the Lorp to speak with 
Him, he took the veil off, until he came out. 


First Commandment. 


Is. 42,8. Iam the Lord: that is My name: and My glory will 
I not give to another, neither My praise to graven images. 
Holy Spirit, all divine, 
Dwell within this heart of mine; 
Cast down every idol-throne: 
Reign supreme, and reign alone. 
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32. The Tabernacle. The Blessing. The Blas- 
phemer. The Sabbath-Breaker. 
Ex. 85—40. Ley. 24. Num. 6 and 15. 
The Tabernacle. — And God commanded Md’-seg to set up 
a tabernacle. This was divided into the Holy Place and the 
Most Holy Place. In the Most Holy Place stood the Ark of 


the Covenant, which contained the two tables of the Law and 
the pot of manna. The top of this Ark of God, on which 
S 


were two golden cherubim, was called the mercy-seat. In the 
Holy Place stood the altar of incense, the golden candlestick, 
and the table of showbread. In the court which surrounded 
the tabernacle stood the altar of burnt offering and the brazen 
laver. The people of Is’-ra-el observed the Sabbath, the Pass- 


Tabernacles. They also brought sacrifices, and had a high 
priest, priests, and Lé’-vites. Adr’-on was consecrated as 
high priest and his sons as priests. The children of Lé’-vi 
were appointed to the service of the tabernacle. 
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‘The Blessing. — And the Lorp spake unto M6’-ses, say- 
ing, Speak unto Aar’-on and unto his sons, saying, Ye shall 
put My name upon the children of Is’-ra-el, and I will bless 
them, and thus shall ye bless them, saying unto them: 

The Lorp bless thee and keep thee. : 

The Lorp make His face shine upon thee, and be gracious 
unto thee. j 

The Lorp lift up His countenance upon thee, and give 
thee peace. - ; 

Blasphemy. — And the son of an Is’-ra-el-it-ish woman, 
whose father was an E-gyp’-tian, went out among the chil- 
dren of fs’-ra-el; and this son of the Is’-ra-el-it-ish woman 
and a man of Ig’-ra-el strove together in the camp; and the 
Ts’-ra-el-it-ish woman’s son blasphemed the name of the Lorp 
and cursed. And they brought him unto Mdé’-ses. And they 
put him in ward, that the mind of the Lorp might be showed 
them. And the Lorp spake unto Mé’-ses, saying, Bring forth 
him that cursed without the camp, and let all that heard 
him lay their hands upon his head, and let all the congre- 
gation stone him. And thou shalt speak unto the children 
of Is’-ra-el, saying, Whosoever curseth his God shall bear his 
sin. And he that blasphemes the name of the Lorp, he shall 
surely be put to death, and all the congregation shall cer- 
tainly stone him; as well the stranger, as he that is born in 
the land, when he blasphemeth the name of the Lorp, shall 
be put to death. 

The Sabbath-breaker.—When the children of Is’-ra-el were 
in the wilderness, they found a man that gathered sticks upon 
the Sabbath-day. And they that found him gathering sticks 
brought him unto M6’-seg and Aar’-on, and unto all the con- 
gregation. And they put him in ward, because it was not 
declared what should~be done to him. And the Lorp said ° 
unto Mo’-ses, The man shall be surely put to death: all the 
congregation shall stone him with stones without the camp. 
And all the congregation brought him without the camp, and 
stoned him with stones, and he died, as the Lorp commanded 
M6’-ses. 

Second and' Third Commandments. 

Jas. 3,9.10. With the tongue bless we God, even the Father; 
and therewith curse we men, which are made after the similitude 
of God. Out of the same mouth proceedeth blessing and cursing. 
My brethren, these things ought not go to be. 

O King of Glory, come, 

And with Thy favor crown 

This temple as Thy home, 

This people as Thy own; : 
Beneath this roof vouchsafe to show 

How God can dwell with men below. 
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_ 33. The Spies and Korah’s Rebellion. 
Num. 13—16. 


The Spies. — The Lorp said unto Mé*ses, Send thou men 
to search the land of Ca’-naan; of every tribe send one of 
the chief men. And Mo’-seg said to them, Go up and see 
the land, what it is, and the people that dwelleth therein, 
whether they be strong or weak, few or many. So they went 
up and searched the land from Zin unto Ré’-hdb. And they 
came to the brook of Esh’-cdl, and cut down from thence 
a branch with one cluster of grapes; and they bare it be- 
tween two upon a staff. And they brought of the pome- 
granates and of the figs. And they returned from searching 


of the land after forty days and said, We came unto the land; 
and surely it floweth with milk and honey; and this is the 
fruit of it. But we be not able to go up against the people; 
for they are stronger than we, and the cities are walled and 
very great; and there we saw giants; and we were in their 
sight as grasshoppers. 

The People Sin.— And all the congregation lifted up 
their voice, and cried, and murmured against Md’-ses and 
Aar’-on, and said, Would God that we had died in the land 
of K’-gypt or in this wilderness! And they said one to 
another, Let us make a captain, and let us return into E’-g¥pt. 
Then Mé’-gseg and Aar’-on fell on their faces before all the 
assembly of the congregation of the children of Ig’-ra-el. 
And Jésh’-u-a and Ca’-leb, which were of them that searched 
the land, said, The land which we passed through to search 
it is an exceeding good land. If the Lorp delight in us, 
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then He will bring us into this land. Only rebel not ye 
against the Lorp, neither fear ye the people of the land; the 
Lorp is with us. But all the congregation bade stone them 
with stones. . 

The Punishment. — And the glory of the Lorp appeared 
in the tabernacle of the congregation before all the children 
of ig’-ra-el. And the Lorp said unto Mé’-ses, How long will 
this people provoke Me? and how long will it be ere they be- 
lieve Me, for all the signs which I have showed among them ? 
But as truly as I live, all the earth shall be filled with the 
glory of the Lorp. Because all those men which have seen 
My glory, and My miracles, which I did in E’-g¥pt, and in 
the wilderness, and have tempted Me now these ten times, 
and have not hearkened to My voice: from twenty years old 
and upward they shall not see the land which I sware unto 
their fathers, save Ca’-leb and Jiésh’-u-a. But your little 
ones, them will I bring in, and they shall know the land 
which ye have despised. And your children shall wander in 
the wilderness forty years, after the number of the forty days 
in which ye searched the land. I, the Lorn, have said; I will 
surely do it. 

The Rebellion. — Now K6’-rah, of the tribe of Lé’-vi, and 
Da’-than and A-bi’-ram, of the tribe of Reu’-ben, with two 
hundred and fifty princes of the congregation, gathered them- 
selves together against M6’-ses and against Aadr’-on, and said 
unto them, Ye take too much upon you; wherefore lift ye up 
yourselves above the congregation of the Lorp? And when 
M6’-seg heard it, he fell upon his face, and spake unto K6’- 
rah and unto all his company, saying, Even to-morrow the 
Lorp will show who are His, and who is holy. Thou and all 
thy company are gathered together against the Lorp; and 
what is Aar’-on that ye murmur against him? And Md’-ses 
sent to call Da’-than and A-bi’-ram, which said, We will not 
come up. Is it a small thing that thou hast brought us up 
out of a land that floweth with milk and honey, to kill us in 
the wilderness, except thou make thyself altogether a prince 
over us? And the Lorp spake unto M6’-ses and unto Aar’-on, 
saying, Separate yourselves from among this congregation, 
that [ may consume them in a moment. And they fell upon 
their faces and said, O God, shall one man sin, and wilt Thou 
be wroth with all the congregation ? 

The Punishment.— And the Lorp spake unto M3é’-ses, 
saying, Speak unto the congregation, saying, Get you up 
from about the tabernacle of K6’-rah, Da’-than, and A-bi’- 
ram. And M6'-geg rose up and spake unto the congregation, 
saying, Depart, I pray you, from the tents of these wicked 
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men, and touch nothing of theirs, lest ye be consumed in all 
their sins. And M6’-ses said, Hereby ye shall know that the 
Lorp hath sent me: If these men die the common death of 
all men, then the Lorp hath not sent me. But if the Lorp 
make a new thing, and the earth open her mouth, and swallow 
them up, with all that appertain unto them, and they go 
down alive into the pit: then ye shall understand that these 
men have provoked the Lorp. And when he had said these 
words, the ground clave asunder that was under them: and 
the earth opened her mouth, and swallowed them up, and 
their houses, and all the men that appertained unto K6’-rah, 
and all their goods. And all Is’-ra-el that were round about 
them fled at the ery of them; for they said, Lest the earth 
swallow us up also. And there came out a fire from the 
Lorp, and consumed the two hundred and fifty men. And in 
proof that God had chosen AA4r’-on, his rod budded, and blos- 
somed, and yielded almonds. And the rod was kept in the 
ark of God. 


Conclusion of the Ten Commandments. 

Gal. 6,7. Be not deceived; God is not mocked; for whatsoever 
a man soweth, that shall he also reap. 

Nore. — Brook of Esheol. Most likely between Bethlehem and 
Hebron. 

Cluster of grapes. Even to-day bunches of grapes weighing 
from twelve to eighteen pounds are said to be found in Southern 
Palestine. 

Pomegranate. A beautiful fruit of the size of an orange. 
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34. The Water of Meribah and the Brazen 
Serpent. 
Num. 20. 21. 


The Water of Strife. — Then came the children of Is’- 
ra-el into the desert of Zin in the first month. And the 
people abode in Ka’-desh; and Mir’-i-am died there, and was 
buried there. And there was no water for the congregation; 
and they chode with Md’-ses, saying, Would God that we had 
died when our brethren died before the Lorp! And why have 
ye brought up the congregation of the Lorp into this wilder- 
ness, that we and our cattle should die there? And Mo~-segs 
and Aar’-on fell upon their faces. And the glory of the Lorp 
appeared; and the Lorp said unto Mo’-ses, Take the rod, and 
gather thou the assembly together, thou and Aar’-on, thy 
brother, and speak ye unto the rock before their eyes; and it 
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shall give forth his water. And M6’-seg and Aar’-on gathered 
the congregation together before the rock, and he said unto 
them, Hear now, ye rebels, must we fetch you water out of 
this rock? And M6é’-ses lifted up his hand, and with his rod 
he smote the rock twice. And the water came out abundantly, 
and the congregation drank, and their beasts also. And the 
Lorp spake unto Mé’-seg and Aar’-on, Because ye believed 
Me not, and rebelled against My word at the water of Mér’- 
i-bah (chiding), therefore ye shall not bring this congregation 
into the land which I have given them. 

Aaron’s Death. — And the Lorn said unto M6’-ses, Aar’-on 
shall not enter into the land which I have given unto the 
children of fg’-ra-el. Take Adr’-on up unto Mount Hér, and 


he shall die there. And they went up into Mount Hér in the 
sight of all the congregation. And Adr’-on died there in the 
top of the mount. And all the congregation mourned for 
Aar’-on thirty days. 

The Brazen Serpent.— And they journeyed from Mount 
Hér by the way of the Red Sea to compass the land of E’-dom; 
and the soul of the people was much discouraged because of 
the way. And they spake against God, and against Md’-ses, 
Wherefore have ye brought us up out of E’-g¥pt to die in the 
wilderness? for there is no bread, neither water, and our soul 
loatheth this light bread. And the Lorp sent fiery serpents 
among the people, and they bit the people; and many died. 
Therefore they came to M6’-seg and said, We have sinned, 
for we have spoken against the Lorp and against thee; pray 
unto the Lorp that He may take the serpents from us. And 
Md’-seg prayed for the people. And the Lorp said unto Mo’- 
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ses, Make thee a brazen serpent, and set it upon a pole; 
every one that is bitten, when he looketh upon it, shall live. 
And Mo’-seg made a serpent of brass; and if a serpent had 
bitten any man, when he beheld the serpent of brass, he lived. 


Second Article. 


John 3, 14.15. And as Moses lifted up the serpent in the wil- 
derness, even so must the Son of Man be lifted up, that, whosoever 
believeth in Him, should not perish, but have everlasting life. 

My faith looks up to Thee, 

Thou Lamb of Calvary, 
Savior divine! 

Now hear me while I pray; 

Take all my guilt away; 

Oh, let me from this day 
Be wholly Thine! 


35. Balaam. 
Num. 22—?24. 


Balak’s Bribe. —The children of fs’-ra-el pitched in the 
Plain of Mo’-ab. And M6’-ab was sore afraid of the people. 
And Ba’-lak was king of the Md’-ab-ites at that time. He 
sent messengers, therefore, unto Ba’-laam, saying, Come, 
curse me this people; for they are too mighty for me; for 
I wot that he whom thou blessest is blessed, and he whom 
thou cursest is cursed. And the elders of Md’-ab and Mid’- 
i-an came to Ba’-laam, and spake the words of Ba’-lak. And 
God said unto Ba’-laam, Thou shalt not go with them; thou 
shalt not curse the people, for they are blessed. And Ba’-laam 
said:to the princes of Ba’-lak, Get you into your land; for 
the Lorp refuseth to give me leave to go with you: 

And Ba’-lak sent-yet .again princes, more, and more 
honorable. And Ba’-laam said, If Ba’-lak would give me his 
house full of silver and gold, I cannot go beyond the word 
of the Lorp, my God. Tarry ye here this night, that I may 
know what the Lorp will say unto me more. And God came 
to Ba’-laam and said, Go with them; but the word which 
I shall say. unto thee, that shalt thou do. And Ba’-laam 
went with the princes of Md’-ab. 


The Animal’s Rebuke.— And God’s anger was kindled 
because he went, and the angel of the Lorp stood in the way 
against him. Now he was riding upon his ass. And the ass 
saw the angel, and his sword drawn in his hand, and turned 
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aside out of the way. And Ba’-laam smote the ass to turn 
her into the way. ' 

But the angel of the Lorp stood in the path of the vine- 
yard, a wall being on this side and a wall on that side. And 
when the ass saw the angel, she thrust herself unto the wall, 
and crushed Ba’-laam’s foot against the wall, and he smote 
her again. 

And the angel of the Lorp stood in a narrow way, where 
was no way to turn either to the right hand or to the left. 
And when the ass saw the angel of the Lorn, she fell down 
under Ba’-laam; and he smote the ass with a staff. And the 
Lorp opened the mouth of the ass, and she said unto Ba’-laam, 
What have I done unto thee, that thou hast smitten me these 
three times? Then the Lorp opened the eyes of Ba’-laam, 
and he saw the angel of the Lorp standing in the way. And 
Ba’-laam said, I have sinned. I will get me back again. And 
the angel of the Lorp said, Go with the men; but only the 
word that I shall speak unto thee, that thou shalt speak. 

Balaam’s Prophecy.— And on the morrow Ba’-lak took 
Ba’-laam, and brought him up into the high place of Ba’-al, 
that he might see the utmost part of the people. And the 
Lorp put a word into Ba’-laam’s mouth; and he took up his 
parable and said, How shall I curse whom God hath not 
cursed? God is not a man that He should lie, neither the 
son of man that He should repent. Hath He said, and shall 
He not do it? Or hath He spoken, and shall He not make 
it good? Behold, I have received commandment to bless; 
and He hath blessed, and I cannot reverse it. There shall 
come a Star out of Ja’-cob, and a Scepter shall rise out of 
Is’-ra-el, and shall smite the corners of Mé’-ab. Out of Ja’- 
cob shall come He that shall have dominion. And Ba’-laam 
rose up, and went and returned to his place; and Ba’-lak also 
went his way. 


36. Moses’ Last Days and Death. * 
Deut. 1—34. Num. 27. 


_ Moses at the Border of Canaan.— And the children of 
Is’-ra-el encamped in the Plains of Mé’-ab by Jér’-dan. And 
the Lorp said unto Md’-ges, Get thee up into this mount Ab’- 
a-rim, and see the land which I have given unto the children 
of Is’-ra-el. And when thou hast seen it, thou also shalt be 
gathered unto thy people as Aar’-on was. Because ye tres- 
passed against Me among the children of {s’-ra-el at the 
waters of Mér’-i-bah-Ka’-desh, in the wilderness of Zin, thou 
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shalt not go into the land. And Mdé’-seg spake unto the Lorn, 
saying, Let the Lorp set a man over the congregation, that it 
be not as sheep which have no shepherd. And the Lorp said 
unto Mo’-ses, Take thee Jésh’-u-a, the son of Nin, a man in 
whom is the spirit, and lay thine hand upon him; and set 
him before all the congregation, and give him a charge in 
their sight, that all the congregation of the children of Is’- 
ra-el may be obedient. And M36’-ses did so. 


Moses’ Farewell. — And in the fortieth year, on the first 
day of the eleventh month, M6’-ses spake unto the children 
of Ig’-ra-el, saying, Hear, O Is’-ra-el: The Lorp, our God, is 


one Lorp. And thow shalt love the Lorn, thy God, with all 
thine heart, and with all thy soul, and with all thy might. 
And these words, which I command thee this day, shall be 
in thine heart; and thou shalt teach them diligently unto thy 
children, and shalt talk of them when thou sittest in thine 
house, and when thou walkest by the way, and when thou 
liest down, and when thou risest up. And if thou shalt 
hearken diligently unto the voice of the Lorp, thy God, to 
observe and to do all His commandments, His blessings shall 
come on thee. But if thou wilt not obey the voice of the 
Lorp, thy God, His curses shall come upon thee. Cursed 
shalt thou be when thou comest in, and cursed shalt thou be 
when thou goest out. And the Lorn shall scatter thee among 
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all people, from the one end of the earth even unto the other. 
The Lorn, thy God, will raise up unto thee a Prophet from 
the midst of thee, of thy brethren, like unto me; unto Him 
ye shall hearken. 

Moses’ Death. — And Mo’-ses went up unto the mountain 
of Né’-bo, to the top of Pis’-gah, that is over against Jér’- 
i-cho; and the Lorp showed him all the land unto the utmost 
sea, and said unto him, This is the land which I sware unto 
A’-bra-ham, unto I’-gaac, and unto Ja’-cob, saying, I will give 
it unto thy seed. I have caused thee to see it with thine eyes, 
but thou shalt not go over thither. So Moses, the servant - 
‘of the Lorp, died according to the word of the Lorp. And 
He buried him in a valley in the land of Mé’-ab, but no man 
knoweth of his sepulcher unto this day. And M6’-seg was an 
hundred and twenty years old when he died; his eye was not 
dim, nor his natural force abated. And the children of Is’- 
ra-el wept for Mo’-ses thirty days. And Jésh’-u-a, the son of 
Nin, was full of the spirit of wisdom; for Mé’-ses had laid 
his hands upon him; and the children of Is’-ra-el hearkened 
unto him. And there arose not a prophet since in Is’-ra-el 
like unto Mé’-ses, whom the Lorp knew face to face. 


Seventh Petition: “Grant us a blessed end.” 

Rev. 14,13. Blessed are the dead which die in the Lord from 
henceforth; yea, saith the Spirit, that they may rest from their 
labors; and their works do follow them. 

Jerusalem, thou city fair and -high, 
Would God, I were in thee! 
My longing heart fain, fain to thee 
would fly, 
It will not stay with me; 
Far over vale and mountain, 
Far over field and plain, 
It hastes to seek its Fountain, 
And quit this world of pain. 
Norr. — Nebo is over against Jericho. 


37. Israel Enters Canaan. 
JosH. 1—5. 


Joshua Becomes Leader. — Now after the death of Mo’- 
seg, the servant of the Lorp, it came to pass that the Lorp 
spake unto Jésh’-u-a, saying, M6’-ses, My servant, is dead; 
now therefore arise, go over this Jér’-dan, unto the land which 
I do give to the children of Is’-ra-el. Only be thou strong 
and very courageous, that thou mayest do according to all 


37. Israel Enters Canaan. "9 


the Law which M3d’-ses, My servant, commanded thee. This 
- book of the Law shall not depart out of thy mouth; but thou 
shalt meditate therein day and night; then thou shalt make 
thy way prosperous, and then thou shalt have good success. 
Then Jésh’-u-a commanded the officers of the people, saying, 
Within three days ye shall pass over this Jér’-dan, to go in 
to possess the land, which the Lorn, your God, giveth you. 
And they said, ‘As we hearkened unto M36’-ses, so will we 
hearken unto thee. 


Spies sent to Jericho. are Jish’-u-a sent out two men 
to spy secretly. And they came to Jér’-i-chd and went into 
the house of Ra’-hab and lodged there. And it was told the 
king of Jér’-i-chd, saying, Behold, there came men in hither 
of the children of Is’-ra-el to search out the country. And 
the king sent unto Ra’-hab, saying, Bring forth the men. 
And the woman had hid them on the roof of the house 
under the stalks of flax. And she said, I wist not whence 
they were; and when it was dark, they went out. Pursue 
after them quickly, for ye shall overtake them. And the men 
pursued after them. And she came up to the men upon the 
roof and said, I know that the Lorp hath given you the land. 
Now, therefore, I pray you, swear unto me, since I have 
showed you kindness, that ye will also show kindness unto 
my father’s house; that ye will save alive my father, my 
mother, my brethren, and my sisters, and all that they have. 
And the men did so. Then she let them down by a cord 
through the window; for her house was upon the town-wall. 


Passing over Jordan. — So the two men returned to 
J6sh’-u-a and said, Truly, the Lorp hath delivered unto our 
hands all the land; for even all the inhabitants do faint be- 
cause of us. And Jésh’-u-a rose early in the morning, and 
the people came to Jér’-dan. And the priests that bare the 
Ark of the Covenant went before the people. And when the 
feet of the priests that bare the Ark were dipped in the brim 
of the water, the waters which came down from above stood 
and rose up upon a heap; and those that went down toward 
the salt sea failed. And the people passed over right against 
Jér-i-ché. And the priests that bare the Ark of the Cove- 
nant stood firm on dry ground in the, midst of Jér’-dan, 
until all the Is’-ra-el-ites passed over on dry ground. And 
when the priests that bare the Ark of the Covenant of the 
Lorp were come up out of the midst of Jér’-dan, and the 
soles of the priests’ feet were lifted up unto the dry land, the 
waters of Jér-dan returned unto their place, and flowed over 
all his banks as they did before. And the people came up 
out of the Jér’-dan on the tenth day of the first month, and 
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encamped in Gil’-gal, in the east border of J ér’-i-cho. And 
those twelve stones which they took out of Jér-dan, did 
Josh’-u-a pitch in Gil’-gal. And the manna ceased; but they 
did eat of the fruit of the land of Ca’-naan. 

First Article: God is faithful. 


Ps. 33, 4. The Word of the Lord is right, and all His works 
are done in truth. 


38. The Fall of Jericho. 
JosH. 6. 7. 


Jericho Taken. — And the Lorp said unto Jésh’-u-a, See, 
T have given into thine hand Jér’-i-chd. All your men of war 
shall go round about the city once. Thus shalt thou do six 


days. And seven priests shall bear before the ark seven 
trumpets; and the seventh day ye shall compass the city 
seven times, and the priests shall blow with the trumpets. 
And when ye hear the sound of the trumpet, all the people 
shall shout with a great shout; and the wall of the city shall 
fall down flat. And when Jésh’-u-a had spoken unto the 
people, the seven priests bearing the seven trumpets passed 
on before the Lorp. So they did six days. And on the sev- 
enth day they rose early about the dawning of the day, and 
compassed the city seven times. And at the seventh time, 
when the priests blew with the trumpets, Jésh’-u-a said unto 
the people, Shout; for the Lorp hath given you the city. 
And the city shall be accursed, and all that are therein, to 
the Lorp; only Ra’-hib shall live, and all that are with her 
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in the house, because she hid the messengers that we sent. 
So the people shouted with a great shout, and the wall fell 
down flat, so that the people went up into the city and took it. 


Achan’s Theft. — But A’-chan of the tribe of Ji’-dah 
took of the accursed thing. And the anger of the Lorp was 
kindled against Is’-ra-el. And the men of A’-i smote of them 
about thirty and six men; wherefore the hearts of the people 
melted, and became as water. And Jésh’-u-a rent his clothes, 
and fell to the earth upon his face before the Ark of the Lorp 
until the eventide, he and the elders of Is’-ra-el, and put dust 
upon their heads. And the Lorp said unto Jésh’-u-a, Get 
thee up; wherefore liest thou thus upon thy face? Up, 
sanctify the people and say, Sanctify yourselves against to- 
morrow. In the morning, therefore, ye shall be brought ac- 
cording to your tribes; and it shall be that the tribe that 
the Lorp taketh shall come according to the families thereof ; 
and the family which the Lorp shall take shall come by 
households; and the household which the Lorp shall take 
shall come man by man. And A’-chan, of the tribe of Ji’- 
dah, was taken. And Jésh’-u-a said, My son, give glory to 
the Lorp, and tell me now what thou hast done; hide it not 
from me. And A’-chan answered Jésh’-u-a and said, Indeed 
I have sinned against the Lorp. I saw among the spoils 
a goodly Bab-y-l6’-nish garment, and two hundred shekels of 
silver, and a wedge of gold; then I coveted them and took 
them; and, behold, they are hid in the earth in my tent. So 
Jésh’-u-a sent messengers, and they brought them to Jésh’-u-a. 
And Jésh’-u-a said, Why hast thou troubled us? The Lorp 
shall trouble thee. And all Is’-ra-el stoned him, and raised 
over him a great heap of stones. 


Seventh Commandment. 


Hab. 2,6. Woe to him that increaseth that which is not his! 
how long? and to him that ladeth himself with thick clay! 


39. Joshua’s Victories and Last Days. 
JosH. 10—24. 


Sun and Moon Stand Still. — And five kings gathered 
themselves together and encamped before Gib’-e-on. So 
Jésh’-u-a ascended from Gil’-gal, and came unto them sud- 
denly. And the Lorp discomfited them before Is’-ra-el, and 
slew them with a great slaughter at Gib’-e-on, and chased 
them. And as they fled from before Is’-ra-el, the Lorp cast 
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down great hailstones from heaven upon them, and they died. 
Then spake Jésh’-u-a and said, Sun, stand thou still upon 
Gib’-e-on; and thou, Moon, in the valley of Aj’-a-lin. And 
the sun stood still, and the moon stayed, until the people had 
avenged themselves upon their enemies. So the sun stood 
still in the midst of heaven, and hasted not to go down about 
a whole day. And there was no day like that before it or 
after it, that the Lorp hearkened unto the voice of a man; 
for the Lorp fought for Is’-ra-el. 


Division of the Land. — So Jésh’-u-a took all the land ac- 
cording to all that the Lorp had said unto Mdé’-ses; and 
Jésh’-u-a gave it for an inheritance unto Is’-ra-el according 
to their divisions by their tribes. And the land rested of 
war. But unto the tribe of Lé’-vi Mé’-ses gave not any in- 
heritance; the Lorp God of Is’-ra-el was their inheritance, 
as He said unto them. And the children of Is’-ra-el gave 
unto the Lé’-vites out of their inheritance, at the command- 
ment of the Lorp, forty-eight cities and their suburbs. And 
the whole congregation of the children of Is’-ra-el assembled 
together at Shi’-loh, and set up the tabernacle of the congre- 
gation there. And the bones of J6’-seph, which the children 
of Is’-ra-el had brought up out of K’-g¥pt, buried they in 
Shé’-chem. 

Joshua’s Exhortation.— And after the Lorp had given 
rest unto Is’-ra-el from all their enemies, Jésh’-u-a called 
for all Is’-ra-el, and said unto them, I am old and stricken 
in age; and ye have seen all that the Lorp, your God, hath 
done unto all these nations; for He hath fought for you. 
Take good heed, therefore, unto yourselves, that ye love the 
Lorp, your God. Else if ye do go back, and cleave unto the 
remnant of these nations, they shall be snares and traps unto 
you, and scourges in your sides, until ye perish from off this 
good land. And, behold, this day I am going the way of all 
‘the earth; and ye know that not one thing hath failed of all 
the good things which the Lorp spake concerning you; all are 
come to pass, and not one thing hath failed thereof. There- 
fore, as all good things are come upon you, so shall the Lorp 
bring upon you all evil things when ye transgress the cove- 
nant of the Lorp, your God. Now, therefore, fear the Lorn, 
and serve Him in sincerity and in truth; and if it seem evil 
unto you to serve the Lorp, choose you this day whom ye will 
serve. But as for me and my house, we will serve the Lorp. 
And the people answered and said, God forbid that we should 
forsake the Lorp to serve other gods; we also will serve the 
Lorp; for He is God. So Jésh’-u-a made a covenant with 
the people that day, and set them a statute and an ordinance 
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in Shé’-chem. And Jésh’-u-a, the servant of the Lorp, died, 
being an hundred and ten years old. And they buried him 
in Mount E’-phra-im. 

Conclusion of the Commandments. 

Deut. 27, 26. Cursed be he that confirmeth not all the words 
of this Law to do them. And all the people shall say, Amen. 


Then here will I and mine to-day 

A solemn cov’nant make and say, 
Though all the world forsake Thy Word, 
I and my house will serve the Lord. 


Norte. — Six cities of refuge were appointed, to which any one 
who had accidentally killed another could flee for protection and 
a fair trial. 


Che Hudges. 


(1427—1095 B.C.) 


40. Gideon. 
JUDGES 2—7. 


The Judges. — And Jésh’-u-a, the servant of the Lorp, 
died; and there arose another generation, which knew not 
the Lorp, nor the works which He had done for Is’-ra-el. 
And the children of Is’-ra-el did evil in the sight of the 
Lorp, and followed other gods. And the Lorp delivered them 
into the hand of their enemies. And when the Lorp raised 
them up judges, the Lorp was with the judge, and delivered 
them out of the hand of their enemies. 


Gideon Called. — And when the children of fs’-ra-el cried 
unto the Lorp because of the Mid’-i-an-ites, the Angel of the 
Lorp appeared to Gid’-e-on. And Gid’-e-on threshed wheat 
by the wine-press to hide it from the Mid’-i-an-ites. And the 
Angel said unto him, The Lorn is with thee, thou mighty 
man of valor. Go, and thou shalt save Is’-ra-el from the 
Mid’-i-an-ites. And Gid’-e-on said unto God, If Thou wilt 
save Is’-ra-el by mine hand, behold, I will put a fleece of 
wool in the floor; and if the dew be on the fleece only, and 
it be dry upon all the earth besides, then shall I know that 
Thou wilt save Is’-ra-el by mine hand. And it was so; for 
he rose up early on the morrow, and wringed the dew out 
of the fleece, a bowlful of water. And Gid’-e-on said unto 
God, Let me prove, I pray Thee, but this once with the fleece; 
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let it now be dry only upon the fleece, and upon all the ground 
let there be dew. And God did so that night; for it was 
dry upon the fleece only, and there was dew on all the ground. 

Gideon Defeats the Midianites. — Then Gid’-e-on rose up 
early in, the morning and all the people with him. And the 
Lorp said unto Gid’-e-on, The people that are with thee are 
too many for Me to give the Mid’-i-an-ites into their hands, 
lest Is’-ra-el vaunt themselves against Me, saying, Mine own 
hand hath saved me. Now, therefore, proclaim in the ears 
of the. people, saying, Whosoever is afraid, let him return. 
And there returned of the people twenty and two thousand, 
and there remained ten thousand. And the Lorp said unto 
Gid’-e-on, The people are yet too many; bring them down 


unto the water. Every one that lappeth of the water with 
his tongue as a dog lappeth, him shalt thou set by himself; 
likewise every one that boweth down upon his knees to drink. 
And the number of them that lapped, putting their hand to 
their mouth, were three hundred men. And the Lorp said 
unto Gid’-e-on, By the three hundred men that lapped will 
I save you, and let all the other people go every man unto 
his place. And the same night the Lorp said unto him, Arise, 
get thee down unto the host, and hear what they say. Then 
went he down with his servant. And the Mid’-i-an-ites and 
the Am’-a-lek-ites lay along in the valley like grasshoppers 
for multitude; and their camels were without number, as 
the sand by the seaside for multitude. And there was 
a man that told a dream unto his fellow and said, Behold, 
I dreamed, and, lo, a cake of barley-bread tumbled into the 
host of Mid’-i-an, and came unto a tent, and smote it that 
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it fell. And his fellow answered and said, This is nothing 
else save the sword of Gid’-e- on, a man of Is’-ra-el: into his- 
hand hath God delivered Mid’-i-an. And Gid’-e-on worshiped, 
and returned to the host of Is’-ra-el, and said, Arise; for the 
Lorp hath delivered into your hand the host of Mid’-i-an. 
And he divided the three hundred men into three companies, 
and he put a trumpet in every man’s hand, with empty 
pitchers, and lamps within the pitchers. And he said unto 
them, Look on me, and as I do, so shall ye do. So Gid’-e-on 
and the hundred men that were with him came to the newly 
set watch; and they blew the trumpets, and brake the pitchers 
that were in their hands. And the three companies blew the 
trumpets, and brake the pitchers, and held the lamps in their 
left hands, and cried, The sword of the Lorp and of Gid’-e-on. 
Then all the host of Mid’-i-an ran, and cried, and fled; and 
the Lorp set every man’s sword against his fellow. Thus 
Mid’-i-an was subdued before the children of Ig’-ra-el. Then 
the men of Is’-ra-el said unto Gid’-e-on, Rule thou over us. 
But Gid’-e-on said, I will not rule over you; the Lorp shall 
rule over you. ‘And the country was in quietness forty years 
in the days of Gid’-e-on. 


Conclusion of the Commandments. 


Ps. 37,5. Commit thy way unto the Lord, trust also in Him; 
and He shall bring it to pass. 


41. Samson. 
(Part I.) 


JupcEs 18—15. 


Samson’s Birth.— And the children of Is’-ra-el did evil 
again in the sight of the Lorp; and the Lorp delivered them 
into the hand of the Phi-lis’-tines forty years. And there 
was a man of the Din’-ites, whose name was Ma-nd’-ah. And 
the angel of the Lorp appeared unto his wife, and said unto 
her, Behold now, thou shalt bear a son. And no razor shall 
come on his head: for the child shall be a N&z’-a-rite unto 
God, and he shall begin to deliver Ig’-ra-el out of the hand 
of. the Phi-lis’-tines. And the woman bare a son, and 
called his name Sim’-son; and the child grew, and the Lorp 
blessed him. 


Samson's Riddle. —And Sim’-son went down to Tim’- 
nith, and saw a woman in Tim’-nith of the daughters of 
the Phi-lis’ -tines. And he came up, and told his father and 
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his mother and said, I have seen a woman in Tim’-nith of 
the daughters of the Phi-lis’-tines; now, therefore, get her 
for me to wife. And as he went down with his father and 
mother, behold, a young lion roared against him. And the 
Spirit of the Lorp came upon him, and he rent, the lion as 
he would have rent a kid.’ And after a time he returned 
that way; and, behold, there was a swarm of bees and honey 
in the eareass of the lion. And he took thereof and went on 
eating. And Sim’-son made a feast, and said unto the 
guests, I will now put forth a riddle unto you: if ye can 
within the seven days of the feast find it out, then I will 


give you thirty sheets and thirty change of garments; but 
if ye cannot declare it me, then shall ye give me thirty sheets 
and thirty change of garments. And they said unto him, 
Put forth thy riddle, that we may hear it. And he said unto 
them, Out of the eater came forth meat, and out of the strong 
came forth sweetness. And they could not expound the riddle. 
And they said unto Sim’-son’s wife, Entice thy husband, that 
he may declare unto us the riddle, lest we burn thee and thy 
father’s house with fire. And Sim’-son’s wife wept before 
him and said, Thou dost but hate me, and lovest me not; 
thou hast put forth a riddle unto the children of my people, 
and hast not told it me. And she wept before him the seven 
days; and on the seventh day he told her. And she told 
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the riddle to the children of her people. And the men said 
unto him, What is sweeter than honey? and what is stronger 
than a lion? And he said unto them, If ye had not plowed 
with my heifer, ye had not found out my riddle. And the 
Spirit of the Lorp came upon him, and he went down to 
KAsh’-ke-lon, and slew thirty men of them, and took their 
spoil, and gave change of garments unto them which ex- 
pounded the riddle. 

Revenge. — But in the time of the wheat-harvest Sam’- 
son visited his wife. And her father said, I verily thought 
that thou hadst hated her; therefore I gave her to thy com- 
panion. And Saim’-son went and caught three hundred foxes, 
and turned tail to tail, and put a firebrand in the midst be- 
tween two tails. And when he had set the brands on fire, 
he let them go into the standing corn of the Phi-lis’-tines, 
and burned up both the shocks and also the standing corn, 
with the vineyards and olives. Then the Phi-lis’-tines said, 
Who hath done this? And they answered, Sim’-son. Then 
the Phi-lis’-tines went up and pitched in J i’-dah, And the 
men of Ji’-dah bound Saim’-son, and brought him to the 
Phi-lis’-tines. And when he came, the Phi-lis’-tines shouted 
against him. And the Spirit of the Lorp came upon him, 
and the cords that were upon his arms became as flax that 
was burned with fire, and his bands loosed from off his hands. 
And he found a new jawbone of an ass, and took it, and slew 
a thousand men therewith. 


42. Samson. 
(Part IT.) 


JuDGES 16. 


Samson Betrayed. — Then Sim’-son went to Ga’-za. And 
the Ga’-zites laid wait for him all night to kill him. And he 
arose at midnight, and took the doors of the gate of the city 
and the two posts, and went away with them, bar and all, 
and put them upon his shoulders, and carried them up to the 
top of a hill that is before Hé’-bron.— And it came to pass 
afterward that he loved a woman whose name was De-li’-lah. 
And the lords of the Phi-lis’-tines came up unto her, and 
said unto her, Entice him, and see wherein his great strength 
lieth, and we will give thee, every one of us, eleven hundred 
pieces of silver. And De-li’-lah said to Sim’-son, Tell me, 
I pray thee, wherein thy great strength lieth. And Sim/’- 
son said unto her, If they bind me with seven green withs, 
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then shall I be weak, and be as another man. Then the lords 
of the Phi-lis’-tines brought up to her seven green withs, and 
she bound him with them. Now there were men lying in 
wait, abiding with her in the chamber. And she said unto 
him, The Phi-lis’-tines be upon thee, Sim’-son. And he brake 
the withs, as a thread of tow is broken when it toucheth the 
fire. And De-li’-lah said unto Sim’-son, Behold, thou hast 
mocked me, and told me lies; now tell me, I pray thee, 
wherewith thou mightest be bound. And he said unto her, 
If they bind me with new ropes, then shall I be weak. De- 
li’-lah therefore took new ropes, and bound him therewith, 
and said unto him, The Phi-lis’-tines be upon thee, Sim’-son. 
And he brake them off from his arms like a thread. And 
De-li’-lah said unto him, Hitherto thou hast mocked me, and 
told me lies; -tell me wherewith thou mightest be bound. 
And he said unto her, If thou weavest the seven locks of 
my head with the web. And she fastened it with the pin, 
and said unto him, The Phi-lis’-tines be upon thee, Sam’-son. 
And he awaked out of his sleep, and went away with the 
pin of the beam, and with the web. And she said unto him, 
How canst thou say, I love thee, when thine heart is not 
with me? Thou hast mocked me these three times, and hast 
not told me wherein thy great strength lieth. And when she 
pressed him daily with her words, his soul was vexed, that 
he told her all his heart, and said unto her, There hath not 
come a razor upon mine head; for I have been a N§iz’-a-rite 
unto God; if I be shaven, then my strength will go from me. 
Then De-li-lah sent for the lords of the Phi-lis’-tines. And 
she made him sleep upon her knees; and she called for a man, 
and she caused him to shave off the seven locks of his head; 
and she began to afflict him, and his strength went from him. 
But the Phi-lis’-tines took him and put out his eyes, and 
bound him with fetters of brass; and he did grind in the 
prison-house. 


Samson’s Hnd. — Howbeit the hair of his head began to 
grow again. Then the lords of the Phi-lis’-tines gathered 
them together to offer a great sacrifice unto Da’-gon, their 
god. And they called for Sim’-son, and he made them sport; 
and they set him between the pillars. Now the house was 
full of men and women; and all the lords of the Phi-lis’- 
tines were there; and there were upon the roof about three 
thousand men and women, that beheld while Sim’-son made 
sport. And Sim/’-son called unto the Lorp and said, O Lorp 
God, remember me, I pray thee, and strengthen me only this 
once. And Sim’-son took hold of the two middle pillars 
upon which the house stood, and said, Let me die with the 
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Phi-lis’-tines. And he bowed himself with all his might; 
and the house fell upon the lords, and upon all the people 
that were therein. So the dead which he slew at his death 
were more than they which he slew in his life. 


First and Siath Commandments. 

Ps. 147, 10.11. He delighteth not in the strength of the horse; 
He taketh not pleasure in the legs of a man. The Lord taketh 
pleasure in them that fear Him, in those that hope in His mercy. 


A mighty Fortress is our God, 

A trusty Shield and Weapon; 

He helps us free from every need 
That hath us now o’ertaken. 

The old Evil Foe 

Now means deadly woe; 

Deep guile and great might 

Are his dread arms in fight; 

On earth is not his equal. 

Notre. — The Philistines were a strong tribe, dwelling south- 
west of the land of Israel. The principal towns of Philistia were 
Gaza, Ashkelon, Joppa, Ashdod, and Gath. 

A Nazarite was a man (or a woman) who had made a vow to 
abstain from wine and strong drink; he was to “eat nothing of 
the vine-tree, from the kernels even to the husks.” Nor was a razor 
to come upon his head all the time of his vow. He was not to enter 
a house containing a dead body. This vow lasted from eight days 
to a lifetime. Those who were consecrated to be Nazarites by their 
parents from their birth were Perpetual Nazarites. 


43. Ruth. 
Boox or Rutw 1—4. 


Ruth’s Faithfulness to Naomi. —In the days when the 
Judges ruled, there was a famine in the land. And a man 
of Béth’-le-hem named E-lim’-e-léch went into the country 
of M6’-ab with his wife Na-d’-mi and two sons. And E-lim’- 
e-léch died there. But his sons took them wives of the women 
of Mé’-ab; the name of the one was Or’-pah and the name 
of the other Ruth. And when they had dwelt there about 
ten years, the sons both died. Then Na-d’-mi arose with her 
daughters-in-law that she might return from the eountry of 
Mo’-ab. And on the way she said to them, Go, return; the 
Lorp deal kindly with you, as ye have dealt with the dead 
and with me. And they lifted up their voice and wept. And 
Or’-pah kissed her mother-in-law and returned; but Ruth 
clave unto her. And Na-d’-mi said, Return thou also. And 
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Ruth said, Entreat me not to leave thee; for whither thou 
goest, I will go, and where thou lodgest, I will lodge; thy 
people shall be my people, and thy God my God; where thou 
diest, will I die, and there will I be buried; naught but 
death shall part thee and me. 


Ruth, the Gleaner.— And when they came to Béth’-le- 
hem, all the city was moved about them and said, Is this 
Na-o’-mi? And she said unto them, Call me not Na-d’-mi; 
call me Ma’-ra; for the Almighty hath dealt very bitterly 
with me. : I went out full, and the Lorp hath brought me 
home again empty. And they came to Béth’-le-hem in the 


beginning of the barley-harvest. And Ruth went and gleaned 
ears; and the field belonged to Bo’-az, who was of the kin- 
dred of E-lim’-e-léch, the husband of Na-d’-mi. And, behold, 
Bod’-az came from Béth’-le-hem, and said unto the reapers, 
The Lorp be with you. And they answered him, The Lorp 
bless thee. Then said Bo’-az, Whose damsel is this? And 
the servant that was set over the reapers said, It is the M6’- 
ab-it-ish damsel that came back with Na-d’-mi. Then said 
Bo’-az unto Ruth, Hearest thou not, my daughter? Go not 
to glean in another field, but abide here fast by my maidens. 
On the field that they reap, go thou after them; and when 
thou art athirst, go unto the vessels and drink; and at meal- 
time come thou hither and eat of the bread. Then she fell 


gs 
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on her face and said, Why have I found grace in thine eyes, 
seeing I am a stranger? And Bd’-az said, It hath been 
showed me all that thou hast done unto thy mother-in-law. 
A full reward be given thee of the Lorp. And when she was 
risen up to glean, Bd’-az commanded his men, saying, Let 
her glean even among the sheaves. And let fall also some 
of the handfuls on purpose for her, that she may glean them, 
and rebuke her not. 

Ruth, the Foremother of David. — So she gleaned in the 
field until evening, and came to her mother-in-law. And her 
mother-in-law said, Where hast thou gleaned to-day? And 
she said, The man’s name is Bo’-az. And Na-d’-mi said, 
Blessed be he of the Lorp. The man is one of our next kins- 
men. So Ruth gleaned unto the end of the harvest. And 
Na-d’-mi said, Bo’-az winnoweth barley to-night in the 
threshing-floor; put thy raiment upon thee and get thee 
down to the floor. And she went down unto the floor, and 
did according to all that her mother-in-law bade her, and 
said to Bo’-az, Spread thy skirt over thine handmaid; for 
thou art a near kinsman. And Bd’-az said, It is true that 
I am thy near kinsman; howbeit, there is a kinsman nearer 
than J. If he will not do the part of a kinsman to thee, then 
will I do it, as the Lorp liveth. And she came to her mother- 
in-law and told her all. Then said she, Sit still, my daughter, 
until thou know how the matter will fall; for the man will 
not be in rest until he have finished the thing this day. Then 
went Bo’-az and said to the kinsman, Wilt thou redeem 
E-lim’-e-léch’s parcel of land? And he said, I cannot re- 
deem it; buy it for thee. So Bo’-az bought the land, and 
took Ruth, and she was his wife. And the Lorp gave her 
a son, and they called his name O’-bed. He is the father of 
Jés’-se, the father of Da’-vid. 


Fourth Commandment. 


Eph. 6, 2.3. Honor thy father and mother; which is the first 
commandment with promise; that it may be well with thee, and’ 
thou mayest live long on the earth. 


If thou but suffer God to guide thee, 

And hope in Him through all thy ways, 
He’ll give thee strength, whate’er betide thee, 
And bear thee through the evil days. 

Who trusts in God’s unchanging love 

Builds on the Rock that naught can move. 


Nott. — Bethlehem is six miles south of Jerusalem, and is 
ealled Bethlehem-Juda or Bethlehem-Ephratah (the fruitful), to 
distinguish it from another Bethlehem in Zebulun. 

Jesus was born in Bethlehem-Ephratah, and was a descendant 
of Boaz and Ruth, 
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44. Samuel. 
1-Sam. 1—7. 


Hannah. — Now there was a certain man, and his name 
was El’-ka-nih. But Han’-nah, his wife, had no children. 
And she went up to the house of the Lorp. Now #&’-li, the 
priest, sat by a post of the Temple. And she was in bitter- 
ness of soul, and prayed unto the Lorp and wept sore, and 
said, O Lorp of hosts, if Thou wilt give unto Thine hand- 
maid a man-child, then I will give him unto the Lorp all 
the days of his life. And as she continued praying before 
the Lorp, £’-li marked her mouth. Now Han’-nah spake in 
her heart; only her lips moved. Therefore E’-li thought she 
had been drunken, and said unto her, How long wilt thou be 
drunken? And Hin’-nah answered and said, I have drunk 
neither wine nor strong drink, but have poured out my soul 
before the Lorp. Then E’-li said, Go in peace, and the God 
of Is’-ra-el grant thee thy petition. 


Hannah’s Prayer Heard. — And the Lorp remembered her. 
Wherefore it came to pass that she bare a son, and called his 
name Sim’-u-el. And when she had weaned him, she took 
him up unto the house of the Lorp, to E’-li. And the child 
did minister unto the Lorp before E’-li, the priest. 


Elv’s Sons. — Now the sons of E’-li were sons of Bé’-li-al. 
Now E’-li was very old, and heard all that his sons did. And 
he said unto them, Why do ye such things? Nay, my sons; 
for it is no good report that I hear. Notwithstanding they 
hearkened not unto the voice of their father. And the child 
Sam’-u-el grew on, and was in favor both with the Lorp and 
also with men. And there came a man of God unto E’-li and 
said unto him, Thus saith the Lorp, Wherefore kick ye at 
My sacrifice and at Mine offering, which I have commanded 
in My habitation, and honorest thy sons above Me? Them 
that honor Me I will honor, and they that despise Me shall 
be lightly esteemed. There shall not be an old man in thine 
house forever. And this shall be a sign unto thee that shall 
come upon thy two sons, on Hdph’-ni and Phin’-e-has: in one 
day they shall die, both of them. 


God’s Message. — And it came to pass, when, in the 
Temple, Sim’-u-el was laid down to sleep, that the Lorp 
called, Sam’-u-el! And he ran unto &’-li and said, Here 
am I; for thou calledst me. And he said, I called thee not; 
lie down again. And he went. And the Lorp called yet 
again, Sam’-u-el! And Sam’-u-el arose, and went to F’-li, 
and said, Here am I; for thou didst call me. And: he 
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answered, I called not, my son; lie down again. And the 
Lorp called Sim’-u-el again the third time. And he arose, 
and went to E’-li, and said, Here am I; for thou didst call me. 
And £’-li perceived that the Lorp had called the child. 
Therefore E’-li said, Go, lie down; and if He call thee, thou 
shalt say, Speak, Lorp, for Thy servant heareth. So Sam’- 
u-el went and lay down in his place., And the Lorp called 
as at other times, Sim’-u-el! Sam’-u-el! Then S&im’-u-el 
answered, Speak; for Thy servant heareth. And the Lorp 
said to Sim’-u-el, Behold, I will perform against K’-li all 
things which I have spoken concerning his house, for the 
iniquity which he knoweth; because his sons made themselves 


vile, and he restrained them not. And Sim’-u-el feared to 
show F’-li the vision. Then &’-li called Sim’-u-el and said, 
What is the thing that the Lorp hath said unto thee? And 
Sim’-u-el told him every whit. And he said, It is the Lorp; 
let Him do what seemeth Him good. 

The Death of Eli’s Sons. — Now Is’-ra-el went out against 
the Phi-lis’-tines to battle. And the two sons of £’-li, 
Héph’-ni and Phin’-e-has, were there with the Ark of the 
Covenant of God. And the Phi-lis’-tines fought, and Is’- 
ra-el was smitten; and the Ark of God was taken; and the 
two sons of K’-li were slain. And there ran a man of the 
army, and came to Shi’-loh with his clothes rent, and with 
earth upon his head, and told it to H’-li; and all the city 
cried out. And when he made mention of the Ark of God, 
E’-li fell from off his seat backward, and his neck brake, and 
he died. Now he was ninety and eight years old, and had 
judged Ig’-ra-el forty years. 
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Samuel as Judge.— And the Lorp visited the Phi-lis’- 
tines with many plagues on account of the Ark of the Cove- 
nant, so that they sent it back to the children of {s’-ra-el. 
And it was taken to Kir’-jath-jé’-a-rim. And Sim/’-u-el spake 
unto all the house of Is’-ra-el, saying, If ye do return unto 
the Lorp with all your hearts, then put away the strange gods 
and serve the Lorp only; and He will deliver you out of the 
hand of the Phi-lis’-tines. Then they put away the strange 
gods, and served the Lorp only. And Sim’-u-el gathered all 
Is’-ra-el together to Miz’-péh, and cried unto the Lorp for 
Is’-ra-el; and the Lorp heard him. And the Lorp thundered 
with a great thunder upon the Phi-lis’-tines, and they were 
smitten; and they came no more into the coast of Is’-ra-el. 
Then Sim/’-u-el took a stone and set it up, and called it 
Eb’-en-é’-zer, saying, Hitherto hath the Lorp helped us. 


Third and Fourth Commandments. 

Prov. 30,17. The eye that mocketh at his father, and despiseth 
to obey his mother, the ravens of the valley shall pick it out, and 
the young eagles shall eat it. 


Oh, give me Samuel’s ear, 

The open ear, O Lord, 

Alive and quick to hear 

Each whisper of Thy Word; 
Like him to answer at Thy call, 
And to obey Thee first of all. 


Note. — At the time of Eli the Tabernacle stood at Shiloh; 
later it was at Bethel, Nob, and Gibeon. 

Ark of the Covenant. Containing the two tables of the Ten 
Commandments, Aaron’s rod, and a golden pot, in which three 
quarts of manna were preserved. The Ark was often taken into 
battle because it was a symbol of God’s gracious presence. 


Che Hirst Three Kings. 


(1095—975 B.C.) 


45. Saul, the First King of Israel. 
1 Sam. 8—15. 


Israel Desires a King. — And when Sim’-u-el was old, he 
made his sons judges over Is’-ra-el. And his sons walked not 
in his ways, but turned aside after lucre, and took_bribes, 
and perverted judgment. Then all the elders of Is’-ra-el 
gathered themselves together,*and said unto him, Behold, 
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thou art old, and thy sons walk not in thy ways; now make 
us a king to judge us like all the nations. But the thing 
displeased Sim’-u-el, and he prayed unto the Lorp. And the 
Lorp said unto Sam’-u-el, Hearken unto the voice of the 
people, for they have not rejected thee, but they have rejected - 
Me, that I should not reign over them. 


Saul Anointed. — Now there was a man of Bén’-ja-min, 
whose name was Kish, and he had a son, whose name was 
Saul, a choice young man and a goodly; from his shoulders 
and upward he was higher than any of the people. And the 
asses of Kish were lost. And he said to Saul, his son, Take 
one of the servants with thee, and go seek the asses. And 
he passed through Mount EK’-phra-im, but found them not. 
And the servant said, Behold now, there is in this city a man 
of God; all that he saith cometh surely to pass. Now let us 
go thither; peradventure he can show us our way that we 
should go. And when they were come into the city, behold, 
Sam’-u-el came out against them. Now the Lorp had told 
Sim’-u-el a day before Saul came, To-morrow about this 
time I will send thee a man, and thou shalt anoint him to 
be captain over My people Is’-ra-el. And when Sim’-u-el saw 
Saul, the Lorp said unto him, Behold, this man shall reign 
over My people. Then Saul said to Sim’-u-el, Tell me, I pray 
thee, where the seer’s house is. And Sim/’-u-el answered, 
Iam the seer. As for thine asses that were lost, set not thy 
mind on them; for they are found. And on whom is all the 
desire of Ig’-ra-el? Is it not on thee and on all thy father’s 
house? And Saul remained with him overnight. And the 
next day they arose early, and went out, both of them, abroad. 
Then Sam’-u-el took a vial of oil, and poured it upon his 
head, and kissed him, and said, The Lorp hath anointed thee 
to be captain over His inheritance. And when Saul had 
turned his back to go from Sim/’-u-el, God gave him another 
heart. 

Saul King.— And Sim/’-u-el called the people to Miz’- 
péh and said, Present yourselves before the Lorp by your 
tribes and by your thousands. And when Sim/-u-el had 
caused all the tribes of Is’-ra-el to come near, the tribe of 
Bén’-ja-min was taken. When he had caused the tribe of 
Bén’-ja-min to come near by their families, Saul was taken. 
And they sought him. And, behold, he had hid himself 
among the stuff. And they fetched him thence; and when 
he stood among the people, he was higher than any of the 
people from his shoulders and upward. And Sim/‘u-el said, 
See ye him whom the Lorp hath chosen, that there is none like 
him among all the people? And all the people shouted and 
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said, God save the king! But the children of Bé’-li-al said, 
How shall this man save us? But Saul held his peace. 


Saul’s Heroism. — Then Na’-hash, the Am’-mon-ite, came 
up, and encamped against Ja’-besh-3il’-e-ad, and said, On 
this condition will I make a covenant with you that I may 
thrust out all your right eyes. And the elders of Ja’-besh 
said unto him, Give us seven days respite. And messengers 
came to Gib’-e-ah, to Saul,-who came after the herd out of 
the field. And when they told him the tidings of Ja’-besh, 
the Spirit of God came upon him, and he took a yoke of 
oxen, and hewed them in pieces, and sent them throughout 
all the coasts of Is’-ra-el, saying, Whosoever cometh not forth 
after Saul and after Sim’-u-el, so shall it be done unto his 
oxen. And the people came out with one consent, and slew 
the Am’-mon-ites, so that two of them were not left together. 
And the people said unto Sim’-u-el, Who is he that said, 
Shall Saul reign over us? Bring the men, that we may put 
them to death. And Saul said, There shall not a man be put 
to death this day; for to-day the Lorp hath wrought salvation 
in Ig’-ra-el. 

Saul’s Disobedience. — Sam’-u-el said to Saul, Go and 
smite Am’-a-lék, and utterly destroy all that they have, 
and spare them not. And Saul smote the Am/’-a-lék-ites, 
and took A’-gag, their king, alive. But Saul spared A’-gag, 
and the best-of the sheep, and of the oxen, and of the fat- 
lings, and the lambs, and all that was good, and would not 
utterly destroy them; but everything that was vile and 
refuse, that they destroyed utterly. 

- Saul Rejected. — Then came the word of the Lorp unto 
Sam/’-u-el, saying, It repenteth Me that I have set up Saul 
to be king, for he hath not performed My commandments. 
And Sim’-u-el came to Saul. And Saul said unto him, 

Blessed be thou of the Lorp; I have performed the com- 
mandment of the Lorp. And Sam’-u-el said, What meaneth, 
then, this bleating of the sheep in mine ears, and the lowing 
of the oxen which I hear? And Saul said, The people spared 
the best of the sheep and of the oxen to sacrifice unto the 
Lorp, thy God; and the rest we have utterly destroyed. 
Then Sam/’-u-el said, Wherefore didst thou not obey the voice 
of the Lorp? Behold, to obey is better than sacrifice, and 
to hearken, than the fat of rams. Because thou hast rejected 
the word of the Lorp, He hath rejected thee from being king. 
And as Sim’-u-el turned about to go away, he laid hold upon 
the skirt of his mantle, and it rent. And Sam’-u-el said 
unto him, The Lorp hath rent the kingdom of Is’-ra-el from 
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thee this day, and hath given it to a neighbor of thine that 
is better than thou. en Sim’-u-el went to Ra’-mah, and 
came no more to see Saul until the day of his death. Never- 
theless, SAm’-u-el mourned for Saul. 


Siath Petition. 
1John 2,17. And the earth passeth away, and the lust thereof; 
but he that doeth the will of God abideth forever. 
I need Thy presence every passing hour: 
What but Thy grace can foil the Tempter’s power? 
Who like Thyself my Guide and Stay can be? 
Through cloud and sunshine, oh, abide with me! 
Notr. — Jabesh-Gilead was a city in Gilead, east of the Jor- 
dan, in the borders of the tribe of Manasseh, and about 70 miles 
from the place where Saul was when he heard of the siege. 


46. David Anointed King. 
1 Sam. 16. 


David Anointed. — And the Lorp said unto Sim’-u-el, 
How long wilt thou mourn for Saul, seeing I have rejected 
him? Fill thine horn with oil, and go to Jés’-se, the Béth’- 
le-hem-ite; for I have provided Me a king among his sons. 
And thou shalt anoint unto Me him whom I name unto thee. 
And Sim’-u-el did that which the Lorp spake, and came to 
Béth’-le-hem, and called Jés’-se and his sons to a sacrifice. 
And when they were come, he looked on E-li’-ab, Jés’-se’s 
eldest son, and said, Surely the Lorn’s anointed is before 
Him. But the Lorp said unto Sim’-u-el, Look not on his 
countenance or on the height of his stature, because I have 
refused him; for the Lorp seeth not as man seeth; for man 
looketh on the outward appearance, but the Lorp looketh on 
the heart. And Jés’-se made seven of his sons to pass before 
Sim’-u-el. And Sim/’-u-el said unto Jés’-se, The Lorp hath 
not chosen these. Are here all thy children? And he said, 
There remaineth yet the youngest, and, behold, he keepeth 
the sheep. And Sim/’-u-el said unto Jés’-se, Send and fetch 
him. And he sent, and brought him in. Now Da’-vid was 
ruddy, and of a beautiful countenance, and goodly to look to. 
And the Lorp said, Arise, anoint him; for this is he. Then 
Sam’-u-el took the horn of oil, and anointed him in the midst 
of his brethren. And the Spirit of the Lorp came upon 
Da’-vid from that day forward. 
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David the Harp-player. — But the Spirit of the Lorp de- 
parted from Saul, and an evil spirit troubled him. And 
Saul said unto his servants, Provide me now a man that can 
play well, and bring him to me. Then answered one of the 
servants and said, Behold, I have seen a son of Jés’-se that 
is cunning in playing. Then Saul sent messengers unto 
Jés’-se and said, Send me Da’-vid, thy son. And Da’-vid 
came to Saul and stood before him; and he loved him 


greatly; and he became his armor-bearer. And when the evil 
spirit was upon Saul, Da’-vid took a harp and played; so 
Saul was refreshed and was well, and the evil spirit departed 
from him. 


47, David and Goliath. 
1 Sam. 17. 


Goliath’s Boastfulness. — Now the Phi-lis’-tines gathered 
together their armies to battle, and stood on a mountain on 
the one side, and Is’-ra-el stood on a mountain on the other 
side; and there was a valley between them. And there went 
out of the camp of the Phi-lis’-tines a giant named Go-li’-ath, 
whose height was six cubits and a span. And he had a hel- 
met of brass upon his head, and he was armed with a coat 
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of mail; and he had greaves of brass upon his legs, and 
a target of brass between his shoulders. And the staff of his 
spear was like a weaver’s beam; and one bearing a shield 
went before him. And he stood and cried unto the armies of 
Ts’-ra-el and said, Why are ye come out to battle? Choose 
you a man for you, and let him come down to me. If he be 
able to kill me, then will we be your servants; but if I kill 
him, then shall ye be our servants. I defy the armies of 
{s’-ra-el this day! When Saul and all Is’-ra-el heard those 
words of the Phi-lis’-tine, they were dismayed and greatly 
afraid. 

David’s Courage. — And the three eldest sons of Jés’-se 
went and followed Saul to the battle. But Da’-vid went and 
returned from Saul to feed his father’s sheep at Béth’-le-hem. 
And the Phi-lis’-tine drew near morning and evening, and 
presented himself forty days. And Jés’-se said unto Da’-vid, 
his son, Take now for thy brethren these ten loaves, and run 
to the camp and look how thy brethren fare. And Da’-vid 
rose up early in the morning, and ran to the army, and 
saluted his brethren. And as he talked with them, behold, 
there came up Go-li’-ath and spake as before. And all the 
men of Is’-ra-el, when they saw the man, fled from him, and 
were sore afraid. And Da’-vid spake to the men, saying, 
What shall be done to the man that killeth this Phi-lis’-tine, 
and taketh away the reproach from Is’-ra-el? For who is 
this uncircumcised Phi-lis’-tine, that he should defy the 
armies of the living God? And the people answered him 
after this manner, saying, The man who killeth him, the king 
will enrich him with great riches, and will give him his 
daughter. And when the words were heard which Da’-vid 
spake, they rehearsed them before Saul; and he sent for him. 
And Da’-vid said to Saul, Let no man’s heart fail because of 
him; thy servant will go and fight with this Phi-lis’-tine. 
And Saul said to Da’-vid, Thou art not able to go; for thou 
art but a youth, and he a man of war from his youth. And 
Da’-vid said unto Saul, Thy servant kept his father’s sheep, 
and there came a lion and a bear, and took a lamb out of the 
flock; and I went out after him and slew him. Thy servant 
slew both the lion and the bear. The Lorp that delivered me 
from the lion and the bear, He will deliver me out of the 
hand of this Phi-lis’-tine. = 

David's Victory.— And Saul said unto Da’-vid, Go, and 
the Lorp be with thee. And Saul armed Da’-vid with his 
armor, and he put a helmet of brass upon his head; also he 
armed him with a coat of mail. And Da’-vid girded his 
sword upon his armor, and he essayed to go. And Da’-vid 


47. David and Goliath. 101 


said unto Saul, I cannot go with these; for I have not proved 
them. And Da’-vid put them off him. And he took is staff 
in his hand, and chose him five smooth stones out of the 
brook, and put them in a shepherd’s bag, and his sling was 
in his hand; and he drew near to the Phi-lis’-tine. And 
when the Phi-lis’-tine saw Da’-vid, he disdained him and 
said, Am I a dog, that thou comest to me with staves? And 
he cursed Da’-vid and said, Come to me, and I will give thy 
flesh unto the fowls of the air and to the beasts of the field. 


Then said Da’-vid to the Phi-lis’-tine, Thou comest to me 
with a sword, a spear, and a shield; but I come to thee in 
the name of the Lorp of hosts, the God of the armies of- 
Is’-ra-el, whom thou hast defied. This-day will the Lorp 
deliver thee into mine hand; and I will smite thee, and take 
thine head from thee; and I will give the carcasses of the 
host of the Phi-lis’-tines this day unto the fowls of the air 
and to the wild beasts of the earth, that all the earth may 
know that there igs a God in Ig-ra-el. And when the Phi- 
lis’-tine drew nigh, Da’-vid hasted, and ran toward the Phi- 
lis’-tine. And he put his hand in his bag, and took thence 
a stone, and slang it, and smote the Phi-lis’-tine in his fore- 


102 48. David and Jonathan. 


head, that the stone sunk into his forehead; and he fell upon 
his face to the earth. But there was no sword in the hand of 
Da’-vid. Therefore he ran, and stood upon the Phi-lis’-tine, 
and took his sword, and cut off his head therewith. And 
when the Phi-lis’-tines saw their champion was dead, they 
fled: And the men of Is’-ra-el arose, and pursued them and 
slew them. 


First and Second Commandments. 
Jer. 17,5. Cursed be the man that trusteth in man, and maketh 
flesh his arm, and whose heart departeth from the Lord. 

With might of ours can naught be done, 
Soon were our loss effected; 
But for us fights the Valiant One, 
Whom God Himself elected. 
Ask ye, Who is this? 
Jesus Christ it is, 
Of Sabaoth Lord, 
And there’s none other God. 
He holds the field forever. 


48. David and Jonathan. 
1 Sam. 1720. 


Jonathan’s Friendship. — And as Da’-vid returned from 
the slaughter of the Phi-lis’-tine, the soul of Jén’-a-than, the 
son of Saul, was knit with the soul of Da’-vid; and Jin’-a- 
than loved him as his own soul. And Saul took him that 
day, and would let him go no more home to his father’s 
house. Then Jén’-a-than and Da’-vid made a covenant, be- 
- cause he loved him as his own soul. 

Saul’s Jealousy.— And it came to pass that the women 
came out of all the cities, singing and with instruments of 
music, to meet King Saul. And they said, Saul hath slain 
his thousands and Da’-vid his ten thousands. And Saul was 
very wroth, and the saying displeased him; and he said, 
They have ascribed unto Da’-vid ten thousands and to me but 
thousands; and what can he have more but the kingdom? 
And Saul eyed Da’-vid from that day and forward.. And on 
the morrow the evil spirit from God came upon Saul, and 
Da’-vid played with his hand, as at other times; and there 
was a javelin in Saul’s hand. And he cast the javelin; for 
he said, I will smite Da’-vid even to the wall with it. And 
Da’-vid avoided out of his presence twice. And Saul was 
afraid of Da’-vid, because the Lorp was with him, and was 
departed from Saul. Therefore Saul removed him from him, 
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and made him his captain over a thousand. And Da’-vid 
behaved himself wisely in all his ways; and the Lorp was 
with him. And Saul gave him Mi’-chal, his daughter, to wife. 


Jonathan's Faithfulness. — And Saul spake to Jén’-a- 
than, his son, and to all his servants that they should kill 
Da’-vid. And Jén’-a-than spake good of Da’-vid unto Saul, 
his father, and said unto him, Let not the king sin against 
his servant Da’-vid, because he hath not sinned against thee, 
and because his works have been to thee-ward very good; for 
he did put his life in his ‘hand and slew the Phi-lis’-tine. 
Thou sawest it and didst rejoice; wherefore, then, wilt thou 
sin against innocent blood? And Saul sware, As. the Lorp 
liveth, he shall not be slain. And the evil spirit from the 
Lorp was upon Saul as he sat in his house with his javelin 
in his hand; and Da’-vid played with his hand. And Saul 
sought to smite Da’-vid even to the wall with the javelin; 
but he slipped away out of Saul’s presence, and he smote the 
javelin into the wall. And Da’-vid fled and escaped that 
night. And Da’-vid came and said before Jén’-a-than, What 
have I done? What is mine iniquity, and what is my sin 
before thy father, that he seeketh my life? Truly, as the Lorp 
liveth, there is but a step between me and death. And Jén’- 
a-than said, When I have sounded my father if there be good 
toward thee or evil, then I will show it thee. In three days 
come to the place where thou didst hide thyself; and I will 
shoot three arrows. as though I shot at a mark. And I will 
send a lad, saying, Go, find out the arrows. If I say unto the 
lad, Behold, the arrows are on this side of thee, then come 
thou; for there is peace to thee and no hurt. But if I say, 
Behold, the arrows are beyond thee, go thy way; for the Lorp 
hath sent thee away. And as touching the matter which thou 
and I have spoken of, behold, the Lorp be between thee and 
me forever. So Da’-vid hid himself in the field. 


Jonathan’s Intercession. — And when the new moon was 
come, the king sat him down to eat meat. And Da’-vid’s 
place was empty. And Saul said unto Jén’-a-than, his son, 
Wherefore cometh not the son of Jés’-se to meat? And Jin’ 
a-than sought to excuse Da’-vid. Then Saul’s anger was 
kindled against Jén’-a-than, and he said unto him, Thou son 
of the perverse, rebellious woman, do not 1 know that thou 
hast chosen the son of Jés’-se to thine own confusion? For 
as long as the son of Jés-se liveth upon the ground, thou 
shalt not be established nor thy kingdom. Wherefore, now 
send and fetch him unto me, for he shall surely die. And 
Jén’-a-than answered, Wherefore shall he be slain? What 
hath he done? And Saul cast a javelin at him to smite him; 
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whereby Jén’-a-than knew that it was determined of his 
father to slay Da’-vid. f 

David's and Jonathan’s Parting. — And in the morning, 
Jon’-a-than went out into the field at the time appointed with 
Da’-vid, and a little lad with him. And as the lad ran, he 
shot an arrow beyond him and said, Is not the arrow beyond 
thee? Make speed, haste, stay not. And Jén’-a-than’s lad 
gathered up the arrows, and came to his master; but he knew 
not anything of the matter. And Jén’-a-than gave his ar- 
tillery unto his lad, and said unto him, Go, carry them to 
the city. And as soon as the lad was gone, Da’-vid arose, 
and they kissed one another, and wept one with another, but 
Da’-vid most of all. And Jén’-a-than said to Da’-vid, Go in 
peace, forasmuch as we have sworn both of us in the name of 
the Lorn, saying, The Lorp be between me and thee, and be- 
tween my seed and thy seed forever. And he arose and de- 
parted; and Jén’-a-than went into the city. 


Bighth Commandment. 

Prov. 31, 8.9. Open thy mouth for the dumb in the cause of 
all such as are ‘appointed to destruction. Open thy mouth, judge 
righteously, and plead the cause of the poor and needy. 

Notr.— New Moon. According to the law of Moses the first 
day of every month was observed by a special sacrifice. The 
priests proclaimed the feast by the sound of the trumpet. All 
, members of the family would gather for the solemn celebration. 
David, the king’s son-in-law, was expected to be present, and 
Saul considered his absence a sign of disrespect. 


49. Persecution of David and Saul’s Death. 
1 Sam. 21—31. 2 Sam. 1. 


The Flight. — Then came Da’-vid to Nob, to A-him’-e-léch, 
the priest. And being hungry, the priest gave him the show- 
bread, for there was no other bread there. And Da’-vid said, 
Is there not here under thine hand spear or sword? And the 
priest said, The sword of Go-li’-ath, the Phi-lis’-tine, whom 
thou slewest, is here; if thou wilt take that, take it. And 
Da’-vid said, There is none like that; give it me. And Da’- 
vid arose and fled from Saul. And about four hundred 
men gathered themselves unto him; and he became a cap- 
tain over them. : 

Doeg, the Traitor.— And Saul said unto his servants, All 
of you have conspired against me, and there is none that 
showeth me that my son hath made a league with the son of 
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Jés’-se. Then answered Do’-eg, the E tomate: I saw the son 
of Jés’-se coming to A-him’-e-léch. And he enquired the 
Lorp for him and gave him victuals and the sword of Go- 
li’-ath. Then the te sent to call A-him’-e-léch, and the 
priests that were with him. And the king commanded his 
footmen to slay the priests. But they would not lay their 
hand upon the priests of the Lorp. And the king said to 
Do’-eg, Turn thou, and fall upon the priests. And Dé’-eg 
slew the priests, fourscore and five persons. 


David Spareth Saul.— And it was told Saul, Behold, 
Da’-vid is in the wilderness of En-gé’-di. And Saul took 
three thousand chosen men, and went to seek Da’-vid. And 
he came by the way where was a cave; and Saul went in; - 
and Da’-vid and his men remained in the sides of the cave. 
‘And the men of D4’-vid said, Behold, this is the day in which 
the Lorp will deliver thine enemy into thine hand. Then 
Da’-vid arose, and cut off the skirt of Saul’s robe privily. 
And he said unto his men, The Lorp forbid that I should 
stretch forth mine hand against my master, seeing he is the 
anointed of the Lorp. And when Saul rose up out of the 
cave, Da’-vid also went out and eried after Saul, saying,. My 
lord the king! Behold, this day thine eyes have seen how 
that the Lorp had delivered thee to-day into mine hand. Yea, 
see the skirt of thy robe in my hand. The Lorp judge be- 
tween me and thee; but mine hand shall not be upon thee. 
And Saul wept and said, My son Da’-vid, thou art more 
righteous than J. The Lorp reward thee good for that thou 
hast done unto me this day. And Saul went home. At this 
time Sim/’-u-el died; and all the Is’-ra-el-ites lamented him, 
and buried him at Ra’ -mah. 


Saul’s Fear. — And it came to pass that the Phi- lis’-tines 
gathered their armies together to fight with Is’-ra-el. And 
when Saul saw the host of the Phi- Tis’ -tines, he was afraid, 
and his heart greatly trembled. And when Saul inquired of 
the Lorp, the Lorp answered him not. 


The Witch of Endor. — Then said Saul unto his servants, 
Seek me a woman that hath a familiar spirit, that I may go 
to her and enquire of her. And his servant said to him, 
Behold, there is a woman that hath a familiar spirit at 
Fin’-dér. And Saul disguised himself, and came to the 
woman by night. And the woman said unto him, Whom 
shall I bring up unto thee? And he said, Bring me up 
Saim’-u-el. And Sim’-u-el said to Saul, The Lorp hath rent 
the kingdom out of thine hand, and given it to thy neighbor, 
even to Da’-vid, and to-morrow shalt thou and thy sons be 
with me. 


106 49. Persecution of David and Saul’s Death. 


Saul’s Death. — Now the Phi-lis’-tineg fought against 
Is’-ra-el; and the men of Is’-ra-el fled from before the Phi- 
lis’-tines, and fell down slain in Mount Gil-bi’-a. And the 
Phi-lis’-tines slew Saul’s three sons. And the battle went 
sore against Saul, and the archers hit him; and he was sore 
wounded. Then said Saul unto his armor-bearer, Draw thy 
sword, and thrust me through therewith, lest the Phi-lis’-tines 
come and thrust me through, and abuse me. But his armor- 
bearer would not; for he was sore afraid. Therefore Saul 
took a.sword, and fell upon it. And when his armor-bearer 
saw that Saul was dead, he fell likewise’ upon his sword, and 
died with him. And it came to pass on the morrow, when 
the Phi-lis’-tines came to strip the slain, ‘that they found 
Saul and his three sons fallen. And they cut off his head, 
and fastened his body to the wall of Béth’-shan. And when 
the inhabitants of Ja’-besh-3il’-e-ad heard of that which the 
Phi-lis’-tines had done to Saul, they arose and took the bodies 
of Saul and his sons from the wall of Béth’-shan, and came 
to Ja’-besh, and burned them there. And they took their 
bones, and buried them under a tree at Ja’-besh, and fasted 
seven days. And Da’-vid lamented over Saul and Jin’-a- 
than, saying, Ye daughters of Is’-ra-el, weep over Saul. How 
are the mighty fallen in the midst of.the battle! O Jin’- 
a-than, thou wast slain in thine high places. I am distressed 
for thee, my brother Jén’-a-than; very pleasant hast thou 
been unto me; thy love to me was wonderful. 


Fifth and Highth Commandments. — Fifth Petition. 


Matt. 5, 44.45. Love your enemies, bless them that curse you, 
do good to them that hate you, and pray for them which despite- 
fully use you, and persecute you, that ye may be the children of 
your Father which is in heaven. 


While life’s dark maze I. tread, 
* And griefs around me spread, 
Be Thou my Guide; 
Bid darkness turn to day, 
Wipe sorrow’s tears away, 
Nor let me ever stray 
From Thee aside. 


Notr. — Nob was a city in the tribe of Benjamin, in the vicin- 
ity of Jerusalem, belonging to the priests, and the place where 
the tabernacle was stationed in the time of Saul. In the taber- 
nacle twelve unleavened loaves were placed upon a table. The 
number of twelve loaves represented the twelve tribes of Israel. 
Fresh loaves were placed on the table every Sabbath-day, and the 
old loaves were eaten by the priests. 
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50. David Becomes King. 
2 Sam. 1—9. 


David at Hebron.— And Da’-vid went up to Hé’-bron. 
And the men of Ji’-dah came, and there they anointed Da’- 
vid king over the house of Ji dah. But Ab’-ner, the captain 
of Saul’s host, took Ish-bd’-sheth, the son of Saul, and made 
him king over Is’-ra-el. Now there was long war between 
the house of Saul and the house of Da’-vid. And when Ab’- 
ner an Ish-bd’-sheth had died, then came all the tribes of 
Is’-ra-el to Da’-vid unto Hé’-bron, and anointed Da’-vid king 
over Ig’-ra-el. 

David at Jerusalem. — And the king and his men went to 
Je-ru’-sa-lém against the J éb’-u-sites, and took the strong- 
hold of Zi’-on, and dwelt in the fort, and called it the City 
of Da’-vid. But when the Phi-lis’-tines heard that, they came 
up to seek Da’-vid. And Da’-vid came and smote them, for 
the Lorp delivered them into his hand. And after this he 
smote Md’-ab and the children of Am’-mon, so that they be- 
came his servants and brought gifts. And Da’-vid gat him 
a name when he returned from the smiting of the Syr’-i-ans, 
and all they of E’-dom became D§a’-vid’s servants; for the 
Lorp preserved Da’-vid whithersoever he went. And Da’-vid 
gathered together all the chosen men of Is’-ra-el, thirty thou- 
sand, and went with all the people to bring up the Ark of 
God from Kir’-jath-jé’-a-rim. And they brought up the Ark 
of the Lorp with shouting and with the sound of the trumpet, 
and set it in his place, in the midst of the tabernacle that 
Da’-vid had pitched for it: and Da’-vid offered burnt offer- 
ings and peace-offerings before the Lorp. 

Mephibosheth. — And Da’-vid said, Is there yet any that 
is left of the house of Saul, that I may show him kindness 

. for Jon’-a-than’s sake ? And it was said unto the king, Jén’- 
a-than hath yet a son, which is lame on both his feet. Then 
King Da’-vid sent and fetched him. Now when Me-phib’-o- 
shéth, the son of Jén’-a-than, was come unto Da’-vid, he fell 
on his face, and did reverence. And Da’-vid said unto him, 
Fear not; \ for I will surely show thee kindness for Joén’-a- 
than thy father’s sake, and will restore thee all the land of 
Saul, thy father; and thou shalt éat bread at my table con- 
tinually. So Me-phib’-o-shéth dwelt in Je-ru’-sa-lem; for he 
did eat continually at the king’s table. Da’-vid was thirty 
years old when he began to reign, and he reigned forty years. 
In Hé’-bron he reigned over Ju’-dah seven years and six 
months, and in Je-ru’-sa-lém he reigned thirty and three 
years over all Is’-ra-el and Jii’-dah. 
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_ Nathan and David. — And it came to pass, when the king 
sat in his house, and the Lorp had given him rest round 
about from all his enemies, that the king said unto Na’-than, 
the prophet, See now, I dwell in a house of cedar, but the 
Ark of God dwelleth within curtains. And Na’-than said to 
the king, Go, do all that is in thine heart; for the Lorp is 
with thee. And it came to pass that night that the word 
of the Lorp came unto Na’-than, saying, Go and tell My 
servant Da’-vid, Thus saith the Lorp, Shalt thou build Me 
a house for Me to dwell in? When thy days be fulfilled, and 
thou shalt sleep with thy fathers, I will set up thy seed after 
thee, and I will establish His kingdom. He shall build 
a house for My name, and I will stablish the throne of His 
kingdom forever. I will be His Father, and He shall be 
My Son. 

,_  Ps.110,1. The Lord said unto My Lord, Sit Thou at My right 
hand, until I make Thine enemies Thy footstool. 


51. David’s Sin and Repentance. 
2 Sam. 11. 12. 


David’s Sin. — Da’-vid sent Jd’-ab, and his servants with 
him, and all Is’-ra-el; and they destroyed the children of 
Am’-mon, and besieged Rib’-bah. But Da’-vid tarried at 
Je-ru’-sa-lém. And it came to pass that he walked upon the 
roof of his house, and saw Bath-shé’-ba, the wife of U-ri’-ah. 
And the woman was very beautiful to look upon. So he sent 
messengers and took her. And Da’-vid wrote a letter to 
J6-ab, saying, Set ye U-ri’-ah in the forefront of the hottest 
battle, and retire ye from him, that he may be smitten and 
die. And it came to pass, when Jd6’-ab observed the city, 
that he assigned U-ri’-ah unto a place where he knew that 
valiant men were. And the men of the city went out and 
fought, and there fell some of the servants of Da’-vid; and 
U-ri’-ah died also. Then J6’-ab sent and told Da’-vid. And 
the wife of U-ri’-ah mourned for her husband. And when 
the mourning was past, she became Da’-vid’s wife. 

David's Repentance. — But the thing displeased the Lorp. 
And the Lorp sent Na’-than unto Da’-vid. And he came unto 
him and said unto him, There were two men in one city, 
the one rich and the other poor. The rich man had exceeding 
many flocks and herds; but the poor man had nothing save 
one little ewe lamb, which he had bought and nourished up; 
and it grew up together with him and with his children; 
it did eat of his own meat, and drank of his own cup, and 
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lay in his bosom, and was unto him as a daughter. And 
there came a traveler unto the rich man, and he spared to 
take of his own flock and of his own herd, but took the poor 
man’s lamb and dressed it for the man that was come to him. 
And Da’-vid’s anger was greatly kindled, and he said, As 
the Lorp liveth, the man. that hath done this thing shall 
surely die. And Na’-than said to Da’-vid, Thou art the man. 
Thus saith the Lorp God of Is’-ra-el, I anointed thee king 
over Is’-ra-el, and I delivered thee out of the hand of Saul; 
wherefore hast thou despised the commandment of the Lorp 
to do evil in His sight? Thou hast taken U-ri’-ah’s wife to 
be thy wife, and hast slain him with the sword of the chil- 
dren of Am’-mon. Now, therefore; the sword shall never 


depart from thine house. Behold, I will raise up evil against 
thee out of thine own house. And Da’-vid said unto Na’-than, 
I have sinned against the Lorp. And Na’-than said unto 
Da’-vid, The Lorp also hath put away thy sin; thou shalt 
not die. But the child that is born unto thee shall surely die. 
And Na’-than departed unto his house. And the Lorp struck 
the child of the wife of U-ri’-ah, and it was very sick and 
died. And B&th-shé’-ba bare another son, and he called his 
name S6l’-o-mon; and the Lorp loved him. ‘ 


Fifth and Siath Commandments. — Confession. 
Ps. 51,10. Create in mea clean heart, O God; and renew a right 
spirit within me. 
Destroy in me the lust of sin, 
From all impureness make me clean. 
Oh, grant me power and strength, my God, 
To strive against my flesh and blood. 
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52. Absalom’s Rebellion. 
2 Sam. 14—19. « 


Absalom’s Treachery. — But in all Is’-ra-el there was none 
to be so much praised as Ab’-sa-lom for his beauty; from 
the sole of his foot even to the crown of his head there was 
no blemish in him. And when he polled his head, the hair 
of his head weighed two hundred shekels. And Ab’-sa-lom 
prepared him chariots and horses, and fifty men to run be- 
fore him. And he rose up early, and stood beside the way 
of the gate; and when any man that had a controversy came 
to the king for judgment, then Ab’-sa-lom called unto him 
and said, Of what city art thou? See, thy matters are good 
and right; but there is no man deputed of the king to hear 
thee. Oh, that I were made judge in the land, that every 
man which hath any suit or cause might come unto me, and 
I would do him justice! And when any man came nigh to 
him to do him obeisance, he put forth his hand, and took 
him, and kissed him. And on this manner did Ab’-sa-lom 
to all Is’-ra-el, and so stole the hearts of the men of Is’-ra-el. 

The Rebellion. — And Ab’-sa-lom went to Hé-bron, and 
sent spies throughout all the tribes of Ig’-ra-el, saying, As 
soon as ye hear the sound of the trumpet, then ye shall say, 
Ab’-sa-lom reigneth in Hé’-bron. And,.the conspiracy was 
strong; for the people increased continually with Ab’-sa-lom. 
And there came a messenger to Da’-vid, saying, The hearts 
of the men of is’-ra-el are after Ab’-sa-lom. And Da’-vid 
said unto his servants, Arise, and let us flee; for we shall 
not else escape from Ab’-sa-lom. And the king went forth, 
and all his household after him. And all the country wept 
with a loud voice, and all the people passed over. And Da’- 
vid passed over the brook Kid’-ron, and went up Mount 6O1’-i- 
vét, and wept as he went up, and had his head covered, and 
he went barefoot. But Shim’-c-i, a man of the house of Saul, 
came forth, and cursed Da’-vid, and cast stones at him, and 
said, Come out, come out, thou bloody man and thou man 
of Bé’-li-al! But Da’-vid said, Let him curse, for the Lorp 
hath bidden him, And Ab’-sa-lom and all the men of Is’-ra-el 
came to Je-ru’-sa-lém. 

Absalom Slain. — And Da’-vid numbered the people that 
were with him, and set captains over them. And the king 
commanded them, saying, Deal gently with the young man, 
even with Ab’-sa-lom. So the people went out into the 
field against Ts’-ra-el;_ and the battle was in the wood of 
E'-phra-im, where the people of Is’-ra-el were slain before 
the servants of Da’-vid. And Ab’-sa-lom met the servants 
of Da’-vid. And he rode upon a mule; and the mule went 
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under the thick boughs of a great oak, and his head caught 
hold of the oak, and he was taken up between the heaven 
and the earth; and the mule that was under him went away. 
And a certain man told Jé’-ab. Then Jé’-ab took three darts, 
and thrust them through the heart of Ab’-sa-lom. And J6’-ab 
blew the trumpet, and the people returned from pursuing 
after Is’-ra-el; for J6’-ab held back the people. And when 
Da’-vid heard that Ab’-sa-lom was dead, he wept and said, 
O my son Ab’-sa-lom! my son, my son Ab’-sa-lom! Would 
God I had died for thee! O Ab’-sa-lom, my son, my son! 


ae, y é 
ye, Wore 


Fourth Commandment. 

Prov. 30,17. The eye that mocketh at his father, and despiseth 
to obey his mother, the ravens of the valley shall pick it out, and 
the young eagles shall eat it. 


-Oh, that the Lord would guide my ways 
To keep His statutes still! 
Oh, that my God would grant me grace 
To know and do His will. 


Nore. — The brook Kidron, flowing through the valley of Kid- 
ron, is a winter torrent, that is, it is dry in summer. The valley 
of Kidron lies between Jerusalem and Mount Olivet. 
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53. Solomon. 
1 Kincs 1—11. 1 Curon. 28. 29. 


Solomon Anointed. — Now when King Da’-vid was old 
and stricken in years, he caused Za’-dék, the priest, and 
Na’-than, the prophet, to anoint Sdl’-o-mon as king over 
{s’-ra-el. And they blew the trumpet; and all the people 
said, God save King Sdl’-o-mon! Now the days of Da’-vid 
drew nigh that he should die, and he charged Sd6l’-o-mon, 
his son, saying, I go the way of all the earth; be thou strong 
therefore, and show thyself a man; and walk in the ways 
‘of the Lorp, thy God, to keep His statutes, commandments, 
judgments, and testimonies, that thou mayest prosper in all 
that thou doest. Take heed now; for the Lorp hath chosen 
thee to build a house for the sanctuary. Then Da’-vid gave 
to Sél’-o-mon the pattern of the house of the Lorp and of 
the chambers. Then the princes of Is’-ra-el gave for the 
house of God gold, silver, brass, iron, and precious stones; 
with perfect heart they offered willingly to the Lorp. And 
Da’-vid rejoiced with great joy, and blessed the Lorp. So 
Da’-vid slept with his fathers, and was buried in the city 
of Da’-vid. Then sat S5l’-o-mon upon the throne of Da’-vid, 
his father; and his kingdom was established greatly. 

Solomon’s Prayer.— And S36l’-o-mon loved the Lorp, walk- 
ing in the statutes of Da’-vid, his father. And he went to 
Gib’-e-on to sacrifice there. In Gib’-e-on the Lorp appeared 
to Sdl’-o-mon in a dream by night; and God said, Ask what 
I shall give thee. And Sdl’-o-mon said, Thou hast showed 
unto Da’-vid, my father, great mercy, and hast given him 
a son to sit on his throne. And now, O Lorn, my God, Thou 
hast made Thy servant king, and I am but a little child; 
I know not how to go out or come in. Give, therefore, Thy 
servant an understanding heart to judge Thy people, that 
I may discern between good and bad. And the speech pleased 
the Lorp, that S6l’-o-mon had asked this thing. And God 
said, Because thou hast asked this thing, and hast not asked 
for long life, neither riches, behold, I have done according 
to thy word. Lo, I have given thee a wise and an under- 
standing heart. And I have also given thee that which thou 
hast not asked, both riches and honor. And if thou wilt 
walk in My ways, as thy father Da’-vid did walk, then I will 
lengthen thy days. And Sél’-o-mon awoke; and, behold, it 
was a dream. And he came to Je-ru’-sa-lém, and offered 
burnt offerings. 

Solomon's Judgment. — Then came there two harlots unto 
the king. And the one said, O my lord, I and this woman 
dwell in one house; and her child died in the night, be- 
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cause she overlaid it. And she arose at midnight, and took 

my son from beside me, while thine handmaiden slept, and 

laid her dead child in my bosom. And when I rose in the 
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morning to give my child suck, behold, it was dead ; but when 
I had considered it in the morning, behold, it was not my 


he said, Divide the living child in two, and give half to the 
one and half to the other. Then spake the woman whose the 


living child was, for her bowels yearned upon her son, and 
she said, O my lord, give her the living child, and in no wise 
slay it. But the other said, Let it be neither mine nor thine, 
but divide it. Then the king answered and said, Give her 
the living child, and in no wise slay it; she is the mother 
thereof. And all Is’-ra-el heard of the judgment, and they 
saw that the wisdom of God was in him to do judgment. 
Prayer. 


Matt. 6,33. Seek ye first the kingdom of God and His right- 
cousness, and all these things shall be added unto you, 
\ 
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; 


54. The Building of the Temple and 
Solomon’s Death. 
1 Kines 5—8. ‘ 


Solomon Prepares to Build the Temple. — And Sél’-o-mon 
sent to Hi’-ram, king of Tyre, saying, Behold, I purpose to 
build an house unto the name of the Lorp. Therefore com- 
mand thou that they hew me cedar trees out of Léb’-a-non; 
and unto thee will I give hire for thy servants. And Hi’- 
ram gave S6l’-o-mon cedar and fir trees. And S6l’-o-mon! 
sent thirty thousand men to Léb’-a-non. And S6l’-o-mon had 
threescore and ten thousand that bare burdens, and fourscore 
thousand hewers in the mountains, beside the chief of Sdl’- 
o-mon’s officers, three thousand and three hundred, which . 
ruled over the people that wrought in the work. And they 
brought great stones, and costly stones, and hewed stones, to 
lay the foundation. 

The Building of the Temple. — In the four hundred and 
eightieth year after the children of Is’-ra-el were come out 
of E’-g¥pt, Sdl’-o-mon began to build the house of the Lorp. 
_ The length thereof was threescore cubits, the breadth twenty 
cubits, and the height thirty cubits. The porch before the 
Temple, twenty cubits was the length and ten cubits the 
breadth thereof. And against the wall of the house he built 
chambers round about. And the house was built of stone 
made ready before it was brought thither, so that there was 
neither hammer nor ax nor any tool of iron heard in the 
house while it was in building. 

The Most Holy Place. —And he built twenty cubits on 
the side of the house with boards of cedar for the Most Holy 
Place to set there the Ark of the Covenant. And the whole 
house he overlaid with gold. Seven years was he in build- 
ing it. 

The Dedication. — And all the men of Is’-ra-el assembled 
themselves unto King Sél’-o-mon; and the priests brought in 
the Ark of the Covenant of the Lorp unto his place, to the 
Most Holy Place. And when the priests were come out of 
the Holy Place, the glory of God filled the house of the Lorp. 
And Sdl’-o-mon stood before the altar of the Lorn, and spread 
forth his hands toward heaven, and he said, Lorp God of 
Is’-ra-el, behold, the heaven and heaven of heavens cannot 
contain Thee; how much less this house! Yet have Thou 
respect unto the prayer of Thy servant, that Thine eyes may 
be open toward this house night and day. When Thy people 
be smitten down before the enemy; when heaven is shut up, 
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and there is no rain; if there be in the land famine; if 
there be pestilence, whatsoever plague, whatsoever sickness 
there be; what prayer and supplication soever be made in 
this house, hear Thou in heaven, and forgive Thy people 
that have sinned against Thee. And S6l’-o-mon arose from 
before the altar of the Lorn, and blessed all the congregation 

‘of Is’-ra-el. And S6l’-o-mon offered a sacrifice unto the Lorn, 
two and twenty thousand oxen, and an hundred and twenty 
thousand sheep. At that time Sdl’-o-mon held a feast, and 
all Is’-ra-el with him. 

Solomon’s Last Days. — But Sél’-o-mon loved many 
strange women. When he was old, his wives turned away 
his heart after other gods. And S6l’-o-mon did evil in the 
sight of the Lorp. And the Lorp was angry and said, For- 
asmuch as thou hast not kept My covenant, I will rend the 
‘kingdom from thee. Notwithstanding in thy days I will not 
do it, for Da’-vid thy father’s sake. And it came to pass at 
that time when Jér-o-bd’-am went out of Je-ru’-sa-lém that 
the prophet A-hi’-jah found him in the way; and he had 
clad himself with a new garment; and they two were alone 
in the field. And A-hi’-jah caught the new garment that 
was on him, and rent it in twelve pieces. And he said to 
Jér-o-bd’-am, Take thee ten pieces; for thus saith the Lorp, 
the God of Ig’-ra-el, Behold, I will rend the kingdom out of 
the hand of S6l’-o-mon, and will give ten tribes to thee. 


Solomon’s Death. — And the time that Sdl’-o-mon reigned 
over all Is’-ra-el was forty years. And S6l’-o-mon slept with 
his fathers, and was buried in the city of Da’-vid. And 
Ré-ho-bd’-am reigned in his stead. 


Third Commandment. 


Ps. 26, 6—8. So will I compass Thine altar, O Lord, that I'may 
publish with the voice of thanksgiving, and tell of all Thy won- 
drous works. Lord, I have loved the habitation of Thy house, 
and the place where Thine honor dwelleth. 


To this temple, where we call Thee, 
Come, O Lord of hosts, to-day, 
With Thy wonted loving-kindness 
Hear Thy servants as they pray, 
And Thy fullest benediction 

Shed within these walls alway. 


Norr.— The Temple. The Temple was begun in the fourth 
year of Solomon’s reign. There were 183,000 Jews and strangers 
employed on it. The arrangements of the Temple were identical 
with those of the Tabernacle, but the dimensions of every part 
were exactly double those of the Tabernacle. It was the most 
magnificent edifice in the world at that time. (B.C. 1005.) 
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55. The Division of the Kingdom. 
1 Kines 12—14. 


Rehoboam’s Folly. — And Ré-ho-bd’-am went to Shé’- 
chem; for all Is’-ra-el were come to Shé’-chem to make him 
king. And Jér-o-bd’-am and all the congregation of Is’-ra-el 
came, and spake unto Ré-ho-bé’-am, saying, Thy father made 
our yoke grievous; now, therefore, make thou the grievous 
service and the heavy yoke lighter, and we will serve thee. 
And King Ré-ho-bd’-am consulted with the old men, that 
stood before S6l’-o-mon, and said, How do ye advise that 
I may answer this people? And they spake unto him, If 
thou wilt grant the request of this people this day, then they 
will be thy servants forever. But he forsook the counsel of 
the old men which they had given him, and consulted with 
the young men that were grown up with him. And the young 
men answered, Thus shalt thou speak unto this people, My 
father did lade you with a heavy yoke, I will add to your 
yoke; my father hath chastised you with whips, but I will 
chastise you with scorpions. So Ré-ho-bd’-am, the king, 
answered the people roughly, after the counsel of the young 
men. So when Is-ra-el saw that the king hearkened not unto 
them, the people answered, What portion have we in Da’-vid? 
To your tents, O Is’-ra-el! So Is’-ra-el rebelled against the 
house of Da’-vid, and made Jér-o-bd’-am king over Is’-ra-el. 
There was none ‘that followed the house of Da ‘-vid but the 
tribe.of Ji’-dah with the tribe of Bén’-ja-min. 

Jeroboam’s Idolatry. — And Jér-o-bé’-am said in his heart, 
Now shall the kingdom return to the house of Da’-vid if this 
people go up to do sacrifice in the house of the Lorp at 
Je-ru’-sa-lém. And he made two calves of gold, and said 
unto the people, It is too much for you to go up to Je-ru’- 
sa-lém; behold thy gods, O Is’-ra-el, which brovght thee up 
out of the land of B’-g¥pt. And he set the one in Béth’-el, 
and the other put he in Dan. And this thing became a sin; 
for the people went to worship before the one, even unto 
Din. And Jér-o-b6’-am offered upon the altar which he had 
made at Béth’-el. 

Jeroboam’s Punishment Foretold. — At that time’ A-bi’- 
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jah, the son of Jér-o-bd’-am, fell sick. And Jér-o-bd’-am said 
to his wife, Arise, and disguise thyself, that thou be not 
known to be the wife of Jér-o-bi’-am; and get thee to Shi’- 
~ loh: behold, there is A-hi’-jah, the prophet, which told me 
that I should be king over this people. He shall tell thee 
what shall become of the child. And Jér-o-bd’-am’s wife 
' did ‘so. But A-hi’-jah could not see by reason of his age. 
And the Lorp said unto A-hi’-jah, Behold, the wife of Jér-o- 
bd’-am cometh; thus and thus shalt thou say unto her. And, 
as she came in at the door, A-hi-jah said, Come in, thou 
wife of Jér-o-bd’-am; why feignest thou thyself to be another ? 
For I am sent to thee with heavy tidings. Go, tell Jér-o- 
bo’-am, Thus saith the Lorp God of Is’-ra-el, I exalted thee 
from among the people, and made thee prince over My people 
Is’-ra-el, aud rent the kingdom away from the house of Da’- 
vid, and gave it thee; and yet thou hast not been as My 
servant Da’-vid, who kept My commandments, and who fol- 
lowed Me with all his heart. Thou hast made thee other gods; 
therefore, behold, I will bring evil upon the house of Jér-o- 
bo’-am till it be all gone. Him that dieth of Jér-o-bd’-am 
in the city shall the dogs eat; and him that dieth in the field 
shall the fowls of the air eat; for the Lorp hath spoken it. 
Arise, get thee to thine own house; and when thy feet enter 
into the city, the child shall die. And Jér-o-bd’-am’s wife 
arose, and departed, and came to Tir’-zah; and when she 
came to the threshold of the door, the child died. 


First Commandment. 

Proy. 15,1. A soft answer turneth away wrath, but grievous 
words stir up anger. 

Matt. 4,10. Thou shalt worship the Lord, thy God, and Him 
only shalt thou serve. 

Nore. — The kingdom of Israel had nineteen kings, and was 
destroyed by Shalmaneser; the kingdom of Judah had twenty 
kings, and was destroyed by Nebuchadnezzar. 


56. The Prophet Elijah. 
1 Kines 16. 2 Kinos 2. 


Elijah at the Brook Cherith. — A’-hab, the son of Om’-ri, 
was king over Is’-ra-el, and did more to provoke the Lorp 
God of is’-ra-el to anger than all the other kings of Ts’-ra-el 
that were before him. And he took to wife Jéz’-e-bel, the 
daughter of the king of the Zi-dd’-ni-ang, and served Ba’-al, 
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e . 
and worshiped him in Sa-ma’-ri-a, And E-li’-jah said unto 
A’-hab, As the Lorp liveth, before whom I stand, there shall 
not be dew nor rain these years but according to my word. 
And the word of the Lorp came unto him, saying, Get thee 
hence, and hide thyself by the brook Ché’-rith, that is before 
Jér’-dan. And thou shalt drink of the brook 3; and I have 
commanded the ravens to feed thee there. So E-li’-jah went 
and did according unto the word of the Lorp, and dwelt by 


the brook Ché’-rith. And the ravens brought him bread and 
flesh in the morning and in the evening; and he drank of 
the brook. And after a while the brook dried up, because 
there had been no rain in the land. 


Elijah at Zarephath. — And the word of the Lorp came 
unto him, saying, Arise, get thee to Zar’-e-phith, which be- 
longeth to Zi’-don ; behold, I have commanded a widow 
woman there to sustain thee. So E-li’-jah arose and went 
to Ziar'-e-phith, And, behold, the widow woman was there 
gathering sticks. And he called to her and said, Fetch me, 
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I pray thee, a little water that I may drink, and a morsel 
of bread. And she said, As the Lorp liveth, I have not a cake, 
but a handful of meal in a barrel and a little oil in a cruse; 
and, behold, I am gathering sticks, that I may go in and 
dress it for me and my son, that we may eat it and die. And 
E-li’-jah said unto her, Fear not; go and do as thou hast 
said; but make me a little cake first, and bring it unto me, 
and after make for thee and for thy son. For thus saith 
the Lorp, The barrel of meal shall not waste, neither shall the 
cruse of oil fail. And she went and did according to the 
saying of E-li’-jah; and she, and he, and her house did eat 
many days. And the barrel of meal wasted not, neither did 
the cruse of oil fail, according to the word of the Lorp which 
the Lorp spake to E-li’-jah. 

The Widow’s Son Restored. — And the widow’s son fell 
sick; and his sickness was so sore that there was no breath 
left in him. And she said unto E-li’-jah, O thou man of 
God, art thou come unto me to call my sin to remembrance, 
and to slay my son? And he said unto her, Give me thy son. 
And he took him out of her bosom, and carried him up in 
the loft, and laid him upon his own bed. And E-li’-jah cried 
unto the Lorp and said, O Lorp, my God, I pray Thee, let 
this child’s soul come into him again. And the Lorp heard 
the voice of E-li’-jah; and the soul of the child came into 
him again, and he revived. And E-li’-jah took the child, and 
brought him down out of the chamber and delivered him unto 
his mother; and E-li’-jah said, See, thy son liveth. And the 
woman said to E-li’-jah, Now by this I know that thou art 
a man of God, and that the word of the Lorp in thy mouth 
is truth. 


First Article. 

1 Pet. 5,7. Cast all your care upon Him; for He careth for you. 

Notre. — Baal was the supreme male god of the Phoenicians; 
the sun god. Elevated places were selected for his worship. Hu- 
man victims were offered to him. Ahab erected a temple in honor 
of this idol in his capital, Samaria.—Zlijah — My God is Jehovah. 


57. Elijah and the Prophets of Baal. 
1 Kines 18. 
Elijah Sent to Ahab. — And the word of the Lorp came 
to E-li’-jah in the third year, saying, Go, show thyself unto 


A’-hab; and I will send rain upon the earth. And there 
was a sore famine in Sa-ma’-ri-a. And E-li’-jah went; and 
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when A’-hab saw E-li’-jah, A’-hab said unto him, Art thou 
he that troubleth is’-ra-el? And he answered, I have not 
troubled Is’-ra-el, but thou and thy father’s house, in that ye 
have forsaken the commandments of the Lorp, and thou hast 
followed Ba’-al-im. Now, therefore, send and gather to me 
all {s’-ra-el unto Mount Cir’-mel, and the four hundred and 
fifty prophets of Ba’-al, and the four hundred prophets of the 
groves which eat at Jéz’-e-bel’s table. And A’-hab gathered 
all the children of fs’-ra-el and the prophets of Ba’-al together 
unto Mount Car’-mel. 


The Challenge. — And E-li’-jah came unto all the people 
and said, How long halt ye between two opinions? If the 
Lorp be God, follow Him; but if Ba’-al, then follow him. 
And the people answered him not a word. Then said E-li’- 
jah, I, even I only, remain a prophet of the Lorp; but the 
prophets of Ba’-al are four hundred and fifty men. Give us 
two bullocks; and let them choose one bullock for themselves, 
and cut it in pieces, and lay it on wood, and put no fire 
under; and I will dress the other bullock, and lay it on wood, 
and put no fire under; and call ye on the name of your 
gods, and I will call on the name of the Lorp: and the God 
that answereth by fire, let him be God. And all the people 
answered and said, It is well spoken. 


The Prophets of Baal. — And the prophets of Ba’-al took 
the bullock and dressed it, and called on the name of Ba’-al 
from morning even until noon, saying, O Ba’-al, hear us. But 
there was no voice, nor any that answered. And they leaped 
upon the altar which was made. And at noon E-li’-jah mocked 
them and said, Cry aloud, for he is a god; either he is talk- 
ing, or he is pursuing, or he is in a journey, or peradventure 
he sleepeth, and must be awaked. And they cried aloud, and 
cut themselves after their manner with knives and lancets, 
till the blood gushed out upon them. And they cried until 
the time of the evening sacrifice, and there was neither voice, 
nor any to answer, nor any that regarded. 


“The Lord Is God.’— And E-li’-jah said unto all the 
people, Come near unto me. And all the people came near 
unto him. And he repaired the altar of the Lorp that was 
broken down. And E-li’-jah took twelve stones, according 
to the number of the tribes of the sons of Ja’-cob, and built 
an altar in the name of the Lorp. And he made a trench 
about the altar, and laid the bullock on the wood, and said, 
Fill four barrels with water, and pour it on the sacrifice and 
on the wood. And the water ran round about the altar 3; and 
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he filled the trench also with water. And E-li’-jah came near 
and said, Lorp God of A’-bra-ham, I’-gaac, and of Ts’-ra-el, 
let it be known this day that Thou art God in Ts’-ra-el, and 
that I am Thy servant. Hear me, O Lorp, hear me, that this 
people may know that Thou art the Lorp God, and that Thou 
hast turned their heart back again. Then the fire of the 
Lorp fell, and consumed the burnt sacrifice, and the wood, 
and the stones, and the dust, and licked up the water that 


was in the trench. And when all the people saw it, they fell 
on their faces; and they said, The Lorp, He is the God; the 
Lorp, He is the God. And E-li’-jah said unto them, Take the 
prophets of Ba’-al; let not one of them escape. And they 
took them. And E-li’-jah brought them down to the brook 
Ki’-shon, and slew them there. And E-li-jah said unto 
A’-hab, Get thee up, eat and drink, for there is a sound of 
abundance of rain. Prepare thy chariot, and get thee down, 
that the rain stop thee not. And in the mean while the 
heaven was black with clouds and wind, and there was a great 
rain. And A’-hab rode, and went to Jéz’-re-el. 
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First Commandment. — Second Petition. 

Ps. 115, 3. 4. But our God is in the heavens; He hath done 
whatsoever He hath pleased. Their idols are silver and gold, the 
works of man’s hands. 

Ye who confess Christ’s holy name, 
To God give praise and glory! 

Ye who the Father’s power proclaim, 
To God give praise and glory! 

All idols under foot be trod, 

The Lord is God! 

The Lord is God! 

To God all praise and glory! 


58. Elijah in the Wilderness. 
1 Kines 19. 


Elijah’s Flight. — And A’-hab told Jéz’-e-bel all that E-li’- 
jah had done. And Jéz’-e-bel sought to take his life. Then 
E-li’-jah arose, and came into the wilderness of Bé’-er-shé’-ba, 
and sat down under a juniper-tree; and he requested for 
himself that he might die, and said, It is enough; now, 
O Lorp, take away my life, for I am not better than my 
fathers. And as he lay and slept, behold, then an angel 
touched him, and said unto him, Arise and eat. And he 
looked, and, behold, there was a cake baken on the coals, 
and a cruse of water at his head. And he did eat and drink, 
and went in the strength of that meat forty days and forty 
nights unto Hd’-reb, the mount of God. 

EHlijah at Mount Horeb. — And he came unto a cave and 
lodged there; and, behold, the word of the Lorp came to him, 
and He said unto him, What doest thou here, E-li’-jah? And 
he said, I have been very jealous for. the Lorp; for the chil- 
dren of Is’-ra-el have forsaken Thy covenant, thrown down 
Thine altars, and slain Thy prophets with the sword; and 
I, even I only, am left; and they seek my life to take it away. 
And He said, Go forth, and stand upon the mount before 
the Lorp. And, behold, the Lorp passed by, and a great and 
strong wind rent the mountains, and brake in pieces the rocks 
before the Lorp; but the Lorp was not in the wind: and 
after the wind an earthquake; but the Lorp was not in the 
earthquake: and after the earthquake a fire; but the Lorp 
was not in the fire: and after the fire a still, small voice. 
And it was so, when E-li’-jah heard it, that he wrapped his ’ 
face in his mantle, and went out, and stood in the entering 
in of the cave. And the Lorp said unto him, Go, return on 
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thy way, and anoint Hiz’-a-el to be king over Syr’-i-a, and 
Jé-hu to be king over Is’-ra-el, and E-li’-sha to be prophet 
in thy room. Yet I have left Me seven thousand in Is’-ra-el, 
all the knees which have not bowed unto Ba’-al. 
Elisha. — So E-li’-jah departed thence, and found E-li’- 
sha plowing, and cast his mantle upon him. And E-li’-sha 
arose; and went after E-li’-jah, and ministered unto him. 


Third Article: The Church. 

Luke 17, 20. 21. The kingdom of God cometh not with obser- 
vation; neither shall they say, Lo, here! or, Lo, there! For, be- 
hold, the kingdom of God is within you. 

When tempests shake the world around, 
The rock-built Church secure is found; 
The gates of hell may here assail 
Whom Christ defends, but not prevail. 


59. Naboth’s Vineyard. 
1 Kines 21. 22. 2 Kinas 9. 


Ahab’s Covetousness. — Na’-bith had a vineyard in Jéz’- 
re-el, hard by the palace of A’-hab, the king. And A’-hab 
said, Give me thy vineyard, that I may have it for a garden, 
and I will give thee for it a better vineyard or the worth of 
it in money. And Na’-béth said, The Lorp forbid it me that 
I should give the inheritance of my fathers unto thee. And 
A’-hab came into his house heavy and displeased, and laid 
him down upon his bed, and would eat no bread. 

Jezebel. — But Jéz’-e-bel, his wife, came to him and said, 
Arise, eat bread, and be merry: I will give thee the vine- 
yard. So she wrote letters in A’-hab’s name, and sealed them 
with his seal, and sent the letters unto the elders and to the 
nobles in his city. And she wrote: Set two men, sons of 
B@-li-al, before Na’-bdth to bear witness against him, saying, 
Thou didst blaspheme God and the king. And then carry 
him out, and stone him, that hé may die. And the men of 
his city did as Jéz’-e-bel had sent unto them. Then Jéz’- 
e-bel said to A’-hab, Arise, take possession of the vineyard, 
for Na’-béth is dead. 

God’s Judgment.— And the word of the Lorp came to 
E-li’-jah, saying, Arise, go down to meet A’-hab in the vine- 
yard of Na’-both, whither he is gone down to possess it. 
And thou shalt speak unto him, saying, Thus saith the Lorn, 
Hast thou killed, and also taken possession? Thus saith the 
Lorp, In the place where dogs licked the blood of Na’-béth 
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shall dogs lick thy blood, even thine. And the dogs shall eat 
Jéz’-e-bel by the wall of Jéz’-re-el. And after three years 
A’-hab went to war against the king of Syr’-i-a, at Ra’-moth- 
zil’-e-ad. And a certain man drew a bow at a venture and 
smote the king of Is’-ra-el; and the blood ran out of the 
wound into the chariot. So the king died, and was brought 
to Sa-ma’-ri-a; and they buried the king in Sa-ma’-ri-a. 

one washed the chariot, and the dogs licked up his blood, 
according to the word of the Lorp. 

Jezebel’s Punishment.— And when J@-hu was come to 
Jéz’-re-el, Jéz’-e-bel heard of it; and she painted her face, 
and tired her head, and looked out at a window. And he 
said, Throw her down. So they threw her down: and some 
of her blood was sprinkled on the wall and on the horses; 
and he trode her under foot. And when he was come in, he 
did eat and drink and said, Go, see now this cursed woman, 
and bury her; for she is a king’s daughter. And they went 
to bury her; but they found no more of her than the skull, 
and the feet, and the palms of her hands. Wherefore they 
came again and told him. And he said, This is the word of 
the Lorp which He spake by His servant E-li’-jah the Tish’- 
bite, saying, In the portion of Jéz’-re-el shall dogs eat the 
flesh of Jéz’-e-bel, and the carcass of Jéz’-e-bel shall be as 
dung upon the face of the field in the portion of Jéz’-re-el, 
so that they shall not say, This is Jéz’-e-bel. 


Ninth Commandment. : 


Hab. 2,6. Woe to him that increaseth that which is not his! 
how long? and to him that ladeth himself with thick clay! 
‘And let me with all men, 
As far as in me lieth, ty 
In peace and friendship live; 
And if Thy gift supplieth 
Me wealth and honor fair, 
Then this refuse me not, 
That naught be mingled there 
Of goods unjustly got. 


60. Elijah and Elisha. 
2 Kines 2—5. 


The Walk to Jordan.— And when the Lorp would take 
E-li’-jah into heaven by a whirlwind, E-li’-jah went with 
E-li-sha from Gil’-gal. And E-li’-jah said unto E-li’-sha, 
Tarry here, I pray thee; for the Lorp hath sent me to 
Béth’-el. And E-li’-sha said, As the Lorp liveth, I will not 
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leave thee. And when they came to Béth’-el, the sons of the 
prophets said unto E-li’-sha, Knowest thou that the Lorp 
will take away thy master from thy head to-day? And he 
said, Yea, I know it; hold ye your peace. And E-li’-jah 
said unto him, E-li’-sha, tarry here, I pray thee; for the Lorp 
hath sent me to Jér’-i-chd. And he said, As the Lorp liveth, 
I will not leave thee. So they came to Jér’-i-chd. And the 
sons of the prophets that were at Jér’-i-chd came to E-li’-sha 
and said unto him, Knowest thou that the Lorp will take 
away thy master from thy head to-day? And he answered, 
Yea, I know it; hold ye your peace. And E-li’-jah said unto 
him, Tarry, I pray thee, here; for the Lorp hath sent me to 
Jér’-dan. And he said, As the Lorp liveth, I will not leave 


thee. And they two went on. And fifty men of the sons of 
the prophets went and stood to view afar off; and they two 
stood by Jér’-dan. Pa 
Elijah’s Translation into Heaven.— And F-li’-jah took 
his mantle, and wrapped it together, and smote the waters, 
and they were divided, so that they two went over on dry 
ground. And E-li’-jah said unto E-li’-sha, Ask what I shall 
do for thee before I be taken away from thee. And E-li -sha 
said, I pray thee, let a double portion of thy spirit be upon me. 
And he said, Thou hast asked a hard thing; nevertheless, if 
thou see me when I am taken from thee, it shall be so unto 
thee; but if not, it shall not be so. And as they still went 
on and talked, behold, there appeared a chariot of fire and 
horses of fire, and parted them both asunder;- and E-li ~jah 
went up by a whirlwind into heaven. | And E-li’-sha, saw it, 
“and he cried, My father, my father, the chariot of Is’-ra-el, 


128 60. Elijah and Elisha. 


and the horsemen thereof! And he saw him no more. And 
he took up the mantle of E-li’-jah that fell from him, and 
went back, and stood by the bank of Jér’-dan; and he took 
the mantle, and smote the waters, and said, Where is the 
Lorp God of E-li’-jah? And when he had smitten the waters, 
they parted hither and thither; and E-li’-sha went over. And 
when the sons of the prophets which were to view at Jér’-i- 
ché saw him, they said, The spirit of E-li’-jah doth rest on 
F-li’-sha. And they came to meet him, and bowed themselves 
to the ground before him. 


Elisha Mocked.— And E-li’-sha went up unto Béth’-el; 
and as he was going up by the way, there came forth little 
children out of the city, and mocked him, and said unto him, 
Go up, thou bald head; go up, thou bald head. And he 
turned back, and looked on them, and cursed them in the 
name of the Lorp. And there came forth two she-bears out 
of the wood, and tare forty and two children of them. 


The Flowing Oil. — And he went from thence to Mount 
Car’-mel, and from thence he returned to Sa-ma’-ri-a. Now 
there cried a certain woman of the wives of the sons of the 
prophets unto E-li’-sha, saying, My husband is dead, and the 
creditor is come to take unto him my two sons to be bond- 
men. And E-li’-sha said, What hast thou in the house? And 
she said, Thine handmaid hath not anything in the house 
save a pot of oil. Then he said, Go, borrow thee vessels of 
all thy neighbors, even empty vessels; borrow not a few, and 
pour out into all those vessels, and thou shalt set aside that 
which is full. And she poured out until the vessels were full. 
And she said unto her son, Bring me yet a vessel. And he 
said unto her, There is not a vessel more. And the oil stayed. 
Then she came and told the man of God. And he said, Go, 


sell the oil, and pay thy debt, and live thou and thy children 
of the rest. 


Fourth Commandment. 


Heb. 13, 17. Obey them that have the rule over you, and sub- 
mit yourselves; for they watch for your souls, as they that must 
give account, that they may do it with joy, and not with grief; 
for that is unprofitable for you. 


I’m but a stranger here, Danger and sorrow stand 
Heav’n is my home; Round me on every hand; 
Earth is a desert drear, Heav’n is my fatherland, 


Heav’n is my home; Heav’n is my home. 
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61. Naaman and Elisha. 
2 Kings 5. 


Naaman’s Leprosy.— Na’-a-man, the captain of the host 
of the king of Syr’-i-a, was a great man and honorable, but 
he was a leper. And the Sjyr’-i-ans had gone out and had 
brought away captive out of the land of Is’-ra-el a little 
maid; and she waited on Na’-a-man’s wife. And she said 
unto her mistress, Would God my lord were with the prophet 
that is in Sa-ma’-ri-a! For he would recover him of: his 


leprosy. And one went in and told his lord, saying, Thus 
and thus said the maid that is of the land of Is’-ra-el. And 
the king of S¥r’-i-a said, Go, and I will send a letter unto 
the king of Is’-ra-el. And Na’-a-man departed, and took 
with him ten talents of silver, and six thousand pieces of 
gold, and ten changes of raiment. And he brought the letter 
to the king of Is’-ra-el, saying, Now when this letter is come 
unto thee, behold, I have sent Na’-a-man, my servant, to thee, 
that thou mayest recover him of his leprosy. And when the 
king of Is’-ra-el had read the letter, he rent his clothes and 
said, Am I God, to kill and to make alive, that this man doth 
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send unto me to recover a man of his leprosy? Consider and 
see how he seeketh a quarrel against me. 


Naaman Healed. — And when E-li’-sha, the man of God, 
heard this, he sent to the king, saying, Wherefore hast thou 
rent thy clothes?, Let him come now to me, and he shall 
know that there is a prophet in Ig’-ra-el. So Na’-a-man 
came with his horses and chariot, and stood at the door of 
the house of E-li’-sha. And E-li’-sha sent a messenger unto 
him, saying, Go and wash in Joér’-dan seven times, and thy 
flesh shall come again to thee, and thou shalt be clean. But 
Na’-a-man was wroth, and went away, and said, Behold, 
‘I thought he will surely come out to me, and stand, and 
call on the name of the Lorp, his God, and strike his hand 
over the place, and recover the leper. Are not Ab’-a-na and 
Phiar’-par, rivers of Da-mis’-cus, better than all the waters 
of Is’-ra-el? May I not wash in them and be clean? And 
his servants spake unto him and said, My father, if the 
prophet had bid thee do some great thing, wouldst thou not 
have done it? How much rather, then, when he saith to 
thee, Wash, and be clean? Then went he down, and dipped 
himself seven times in Jér’-dan; and he was clean. And he 
returned to the man of God and said, Behold, now I know 
that there is no God in all the earth but in Is’-ra-el. Now, 
therefore, I pray thee, take a blessing of thy servant. But he 
said, As the Lorp liveth, before whom I stand, I will receive 
none. Go in peace. 


Gehazt’s Unfaithfulness. — But Ge-ha’-zi, the servant of 
F-li’-sha, said, I will run after him, and take somewhat of 
him. So Ge-ha’-zi followed after Na’-a-man and said, My 
master hath sent me, saying, Behold, even now there be come 
to me two young men of the sons of the prophets; give them, 
I pray thee; a talent of silver and two changes of garments. 
And Na’-a-man said, Take two talents. And he urged him, 
and laid them upon two of his servants; and they bare them 
before him. And when he came to the tower, he took them 
from their hand, and he stowed them in the house; and he 
let the men go. But he went in and stood before his master. 
And F-li’-sha said, Whence comest thou, Ge-ha’-zi? And he 
said, Thy servant went nowhither. And he said unto him, 
Went not mine heart with thee when the man turned again 
from his chariot to meet thee? Is it a time to receive money 
and garments? The leprosy of Na’-a-man shall cleave unto 
thee and unto thy seed forever. And he went out from his 
presence a leper as white as snow. 


oy 
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Baptism. — The Seventh and Eighth Commandments. 

1 Tim. 6,10. But they that will be rich fall into temptation 
and a snare, and into many foolish and hurtful lusts, which drown 
men in destruction and perdition. 

Nore. — Leprosy is a disease that no man can cure, and is still 
found in the East. The leper was excluded from the Temple and 
Tabernacle. He had no social intercourse with his fellow-men, un- 
less they were also lepers. A house for lepers was built outside 
Jerusalem on a hill. The Syrians had no such restrictions for the 
lepers. So Naaman remained in office though afflicted with this 
dreadful malady, 


62. The Prophet Jonah. 
JonaH 1—4. 


Jonah’s Flight. Now the word of the Lorp came unto 
J6-nah, saying, Arise, go to Nin’-e-veh, that great city, and 
cry against it; for their wickedness is come up before Me. 
But J6’-nah rose up to flee from the presence of the Lorn, 
and went to Jép-pa; and he found a ship, and went down 
into it to go with them unto Tar’-shish. But the Lorp sent 
out a great wind into the sea, so that the ship was like to be 
broken. Then the mariners were afraid, and cried every man 
unto his god. But Jé’-nah was gone down into the sides of 
the ship and was fast asleep. So the shipmaster came to him 
and said, What meanest thou, O sleeper? Arise, call upon 
thy God, if so be that God will think upon us, that we perish ° 
not. And they said every one to his fellow, Come, and let 
us cast lots, that we may know for whose cause this evil is 
upon us. So they cast lots, and the lot fell upon Jé’-nah. 
Then said they unto him, Tell us for whose cause this evil 
is upon us; whence comest thou, and of what people art 
thou? And he said unto them, I am a Hé’-brew; and I fear 
the Lorp, the God of heaven, which hath made the sea and 
the dry land. Then said they unto him, What shall we do 
unto thee that the sea may be calm unto us? And he said 
unto them, Cast me forth into the sea, so shall the sea be 
calm; for I know that for my sake this great tempest is 
upon you. 

Jonah Cast into the Sea.— So they took up Jd’-nah, and 
cast him forth into the sea; and the sea ceased from her 
raging. Then the men feared the Lorp exceedingly, and 
offered a sacrifice unto the Lorp, and made vows. Now the 
Lorp had prepared a great fish to swallow up J6’-nah. And 
J d-nah was in the belly of the fish three days and three 
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nights. Then Jo’-nah prayed unto the Lorp, his God, out of 
the fish’s belly. And the Lorp spake unto the fish, and it 
vomited out J6’-nah upon the dry land. 


Nineveh’s Repentance. — And the word of the Lorp came 
unto Jo’-nah the second time, saying, Arise, go unto Nin’-e- 
veh, that great city, and preach unto it the preaching that 
I bid thee. So Jé’-nah went unto Nin’-e-veh. Now Nin’-e- 
veh was an exceeding great city of three days’ journey. And 
J6o’-nah began to enter into the city a day’s journey; and he 
cried and said, Yet forty days, and Nin’-e-veh shall be over- 
thrown. So the people of Nin’-e-veh believed God, and pro- 
claimed a fast. And the king of Nin’-e-veh arose from his 


throne, and laid his robe from him, and covered him with 
sackcloth, and sat in ashes. And he caused it to be pro- 
claimed and published, saying, Let neither man nor beast 
taste anything, but cry mightily unto God; yea, let every 
one turn from his evil way. Who can tell if God will turn 
away from His fierce anger, that we perish not? And God 
saw that they turned from their evil way; and He repented 
of the evil that He had said that He would do unto them; 
and He did it not. 


Jonah Angry.— But it displeased J6’-nah exceedingly, 
and he was very angry. And he said unto the Lorn, O Lorn, 
was not this my saying when I was yet in my country? 
Therefore I fled before unto Tar’-shish; for I knew that 
Thou art a gracious God, and merciful, slow to anger, and 
of great kindness, and repentest Thee of the evil. And Jé’- 
nah went out of the city, and sat on the east side of the 
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city, and there made him a booth, till he might see what 
would become of the city. : 

Jonah and the Gourd. — And the Lorp God prepared 
a gourd, and made it to come up over J6’-nah, that it might 
be a shadow over his head. So Jé’-nah was exceeding glad 
of the gourd. But God prepared a worm when the morning 
rose, and it smote the gourd that it withered. And it came 
to pass, when the sun did arise, that God prepared a vehement 
east wind; and the sun beat upon the head of J6’-nah, that 
he fainted, and wished in himself to die. And God said to 
J6’-nah, Doest thou well to be angry for the gourd? And 
he said, I do well to be angry, even unto death. Then said 
the Lorp, Thou hast had pity on the gourd, for the which 
thou hast not labored, neither madest it grow; which came 
up in a night, and perished in a night; and should not 
I spare Nin’-e-veh, that great city, wherein are more than 
sixscore thousand persons that cannot discern between their 
right hand and their left hand, and also much cattle? 


Fifth Petition. — Third Article. 

Ps. 139, 7—10. Whither shall I go from Thy Spirit, or whither 
shall I flee from Thy presence? If I ascend up into heaven, Thou 
art there; if I make my bed in hell, behold, Thou art there; if 
I take the wings of the morning, and dwell in the uttermost parts 
of the sea, even there shall Thy hand lead me, and Thy right hand 
shall hold me. 

Norte. — Nineveh was a famous city of the ancient world, capi- 
tal of the great Assyrian Empire, and stood on the eastern bank 
of the river Tigris. It contained one hundred and twenty thou- 
sand young children, and probably six hundred thousand souls. — 
Joppa is a seaport on the coast of Palestine, about forty miles 
northwest of Jerusalem. . 


63. Overthrow of the Kingdom of. Israel. 
Hezekiah. 
2 Kincs 17—20. 2 Curon. 30. 


‘Israel Sins. — The children of ig’-ra-el sinned against the 
Lorp, their God, and walked in the statutes of the heathen, 
and served idols, whereof the Lorp had said unto them, Ye 
shall not do this thing. Yet the Lorp testified against Is’- 
ra-el by all the prophets and by all the seers, saying, Turn 
ye from your evil ways. Notwithstanding they would not 
hear, but left all the commandments of the Lorp, their God, 
and made them molten images, even two calves, and made 
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a grove, and worshiped all the host of heaven, and served 
Ba’-al. And they caused their sons and their daughters to 
pass through the fire, and used divination and enchantments, 
and sold themselves to do evil in the sight of the Lorp, to 
provoke Him to anger. 

Israel Led into Captivity. — Therefore the Lorp was very 
angry with Is’-ra-el, and removed them out of His sight, as 
He had said by all His servants, the prophets. For in the 
ninth year of Ho-shé’-a, Shal-ma-né’-ser, king of As-s¥r’-i-a, 
went up to Sa-ma’-ri-a, and besieged it three years, took Sa- 
ma’-ri-a, and carried Is’-ra-el away into As-s¥r’-i-a. 

. Hezekiah. —In the third year of Ho-shé’-a, king of Is’- 
ra-el, Héz-e-ki’-ah, king of Ji’-dah, began to reign,.and did 
that which was right in the sight of the Lorp. He opened 
again the doors of the house of the Lorp, and commanded 
the priests and Lé’-vites to sanctify it. And he sent to all 
Is’-ra-el and Ji’-dah that they should turn again unto the 
Lorp, and serve Him in His sanctuary. And there assembled 
at Je-ru’-sa-lém much people, and took away the altars that 
were in Je-rw-sa-lém, and cast them into the brook Kid’-ron, 
and kept the feast of unleavened bread with great gladness. 
For since the time of S6l’-o-mon there was not the like in 
Je-ru’-sa-lém. 

Jerusalem Besieged. — Now in the fourteenth year of 
King Héz-e-ki’-ah did Sen-nich’-e-rib, king of As-s¥r’-i-a, 
come up against all the fenced cities of Ji’-dah, and took 
them, and sent Rab’-sha-kéh with a great host against Je-ru’- 
sa-lém. And they went up and came to Je-ru’-sa-lém. Then 
Rab’-sha-kéh stood and cried with a loud voice, Let not Héz-e- 
ki’-ah make you trust in the Lorn, saying, The Lorp will 
surely deliver us. Hath any of the gods of the nations de- 
livered at all his land out of the hand of the king of As- 
syr’-i-a? And it came to pass, when King Héz-e-ki’-ah heard 
it, he rent his clothes, and covered himself with sackcloth, and 
went into the house of the Lorp. And he sent to I-sa’-iah. 
And I-ga’-iah said, Thus saith the Lorp, Be not afraid of the 
words which thou hast heard. Sen-nich’-e-rib shall not come 
into this city, nor shoot an arrow there, nor cast a bank 
against it. By the way that he came, by the same shall he 
return, and shall not come into this city. For I will defend 
this city. 

Sennacherib’s Army Destroyed. And it came to pass 
that night that the angel of the Lorp went out, and smote * 
in the camp of the As-s¥r’-i-ang a hundred fourscore and five 
thousand. And when they arose early in the morning, be- 
hold, they were all dead corpses. So Sen-nich’-e-rib, king of 
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As-s¥r’-i-a, departed, and went and returned, and dwelt at 
Nin’-e-veh. And it came to pass, as he was worshiping in 
the house of his god, that his sons smote him with the sword. 
Hezekiah’s Infe Lengthened. —In those days was Héz-e- 
ki’-ah sick unto death. And the prophet I-si’-iah came to 
him, and said unto him, Thus saith the Lorp, Set thine house 
in order; for thou shalt die, and not live. Then he turned 
his face to the wall, and prayed unto the Lorp, saying, I be- 
seech Thee, O Lorp, remember now how I have walked before 
Thee in truth and with a perfect heart. And Héz-e-ki’-ah 
wept sore. And it came to pass, afore I-sa’-iah was gone out? 
into the middle court, that the word of the Lorp came to 
_ him, saying, Turn again, and tell Héz-e-ki’-ah, the captain 
of My people, Thus saith the Lorp, I have heard thy prayer, 
I have seen thy tears. Behold, I will heal thee; on the third 
day thou shalt go up unto the house of the Lorp. And I will 
add unto thy days fifteen years. And I-sa’-iah said, Take 
a lump of figs. And they took and laid’it on the boil, and 
he recovered. 


First Commandment. — Conclusion of the Commandments. 

Jer. 17,5. 7. Thus saith the Lord, Cursed be the man that 
trusteth in man, and maketh flesh his arm, and whose heart de- 
parteth from the Lord. Blessed is the man that trusteth in the 
Lord, and whose hope the Lord is. 


Though destruction walk around us, 
Though the arrows round us fly, 
Angel guards from Thee surround us; 
We are safe if Thou art nigh. 


Norte. — The kingdom of Israel existed two hundred and fifty- 
three years, and had nineteen kings, all of whom were ungodly. 
These were their names: Jer-o-bo’-am, Na’-dab, Ba’-a-sha, H’-lah, 
Zim’-ri, Om’-ri, A’-hab, A-ha-zi’-ah, Je-ho’-ram, Je’-hu, Je-ho’-a-haz, 
Je-ho’-ash, Jer-o-bo’-am II, Zach-a-ri’-ah, Shal’-lum, Men’-a-hem, 
Pek-a-hi’-ah, Pe’-kah, and Ho-she’-a. The kingdom of Israel was 
destroyed by Shal-ma-ne’-ser, king of the Assyrians, about seven 
hundred and twenty-two years before Christ. He led the ten tribes 
into the Assyrian Captivity. This kingdom was never restored. 

The kingdom of Judah was in existence three hundred and 
eighty-seven years, and was governed by twenty kings. These were 
their names: Re-ho-bo’-am, A-bi’-jam, A’-sa, Je-hosh’-a-phat, Je-ho’- 
ram, A-ha-zi’-ah, Ath-a-li’-ah, Jo’-ash, Am-a-zi’-ah, Uz-zi’-ah, Jo’- 
tham, A’-haz, Hez-e-ki’-ah, Ma-nas’-seh, A’-mon, Jo-si’-ah, Je-ho’- 
a-haz, Je-hoi’-a-kim, Je-hoi’-a-chin, and Zed-e-ki’-ah. The kingdom 
of Judah was overthrown by Nebuchadnezzar, king of the Chal- 
' deans. He appeared before Jerusalem three times. The third time 
he utterly destroyed Jerusalem and carried the Jews into the Bab- 
ylonian Captivity. These Jews were in exile for seventy years. 
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64. The Babylonian Captivity. 
2 Kincs 23—25. 2 Cnron. 86. JER. 34—39. 


The Wicked Kings. — Je-hi’-a-haz was twenty and three 
years old when he began to reign, and he reigned three months 
in Je-ru’-sa-lém. And the king of E’-g¥pt put him down at 
Je-ry’-sa-lém, and condemned the land in a hundred talents 
of silver and a talent of gold. And the king of E’-g¥pt made 
Je-hoi’-a-kim, his brother, king over Ji’-dah, and he did that 
which was evil in the sight of the Lorp, his God. Against 
him came up Néb-u-chad-néz’-zar, king of B&b’-y-lon, and 
bound him in fetters to carry him to Bab’-y-lon. And Je-hoi’- 
a-chin, his son, reigned in his stead, and did that which was 


evil in the sight of the Lorp. And when the year was ex- 
pired, King Néb-u-chad-néz’-zar sent and brought him to 
Bab’-y-lon, with the goodly vessels of the house of the Lorp, 
and ten thousand captives, and made Zéd-e-ki’-ah, his brother, 
king over Ji’-dah and Je-ru’-sa-lém. And he did that which 
was evil in the sight of the Lorp, his God, and humbled not 
himself before Jér-e-mi’-ah, the prophet, speaking from the 
mouth of the Lorp. And he also rebelled against King Néb- 
u-chad-néz’-zar, who had made him swear by God. 


The Captivity Foretold.—The word of the Lorp came 
unto Jér-e-mi’-ah, Go and speak to Zéd-e-ki’-ah, king of Ji’- 
dah, and tell him, Thus saith the Lorn, Behold, I will give 
this city into the hand of the king of Bab’-y-lon, and he shall 
burn it with fire. And thou shalt not escape out of his hand, 
but shalt surely be taken, and delivered into his hand. 
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Judah Overthrown.— And it came to pass that Néb-u- 
chad-néz’-zar and all his host came against Je-ru’-sa-lém, 
and pitched against it; and they built forts against it round 
about. And famine prevailed in the city, and there was no 
bread for the people of the land. And the city was broken 
up, and all the men of war fled by night; and the king went 
the way toward the plain. And the army of the Chil’-dees 
pursued after the king, and overtook him in the plains of 
Jér’-i-ch6; and all his army were scattered from him. So 
they took the king, and brought him up to the king of Bab’- 
y-lon. And they slew the sons of Zéd-e-ki’-ah before his 
eyes, and put out the eyes of Zéd-e-ki-ah, and bound him 
with fetters of brass, and carried him to Bab’-y-lon. And 
the captain of the guard, a servant of the king of Bab’-y-lon, 
burned the house of the Lorn, and the king’s house, and all 
the houses of Je-ry’-sa-lém, and every great man’s house 
burned he with fire. And all the army of the Chil’-dees that 
were with the captain of the guard brake down the walls of 
Je-ru’-sa-lém round about. 

The Captivity. — Now the rest of the people that were left 
in the city, and the fugitives that fell away to the king of 
Bab’-y-lon, with the remnant of the multitude, did the cap- 
tain of the guard carry away to fulfil threescore and ten years. 
But the captain of the guard left of the poor of the land to’ 
be vine-dressers and husbandmen. And the pillars of brass 
that were in the house of the Lorp, and the bases, and the 
brazen sea that was in the house of the Lorp, did the Chal’- 
dees break in pieces, and carried the brass of them to Bab’- 
y-lon. And the pots, and the shovels, and the snuffers, and 
the spoons, and all the vessels of brass wherewith they min- 
istered, took they away. And the firepans, and the bowls, 
and such things as were of gold, in gold, and of silver, in 
silver, the captain of the guard took away. The two pillars, 
one sea, and the bases which Sdl’-o-mon had made for the 
house of the Lorp; the brass of all these vessels was with- 
out weight. 


Conclusion of the Commandments. 

Hos. 13,9. O Israel, thou hast destroyed thyself; but in Me 
is thine help. 

Acts 7,51. Ye stiff-necked and uncircumcised in heart and ears, 
ye do always resist the Holy Ghost; as your fathers did, so do ye. 
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From the Babylonian Captivity to the 
Birth of Christ. 


(588 B.C. to Christ’s Birth.) 


65. The Prophet Daniel. 
Dav. 1. 2. 


Daniel at the Court. — And Néb-u-chad-néz’-zar spake 
unto the master of his eunuchs that he should bring certain 
of the children of Is’-ra-el, and of the king’s seed, and of the 
princes, children in whom was no blemish, but well-favored, 
and skilful in all wisdom, and .cunning in knowledge, and 
understanding science, and such as had ability in them to 
stand in the king’s palace, and whom they might teach the 
learning and the tongue of the Chal-dé’-ans. And the king 
appointed them a daily provision of the king’s meat, and 
of the wine which he drank, so nourishing them three years 
that at the end thereof they might stand before the king. 
Now, among these were Din’-iel, Sha’-drach, Mé’-shach, and 
A-béd’-ne-g6. 

Daniel Refuses to Defile Himself. — But Dan’-iel pur- 
posed in his heart that he would not defile himself with the 
portion of the king’s meat, nor with the wine which he drank; 
therefore he requested of the prince of the eunuchs that he 
might not defile himself. And the prince of the eunuchs said 
unto Dan’-iel, I fear my lord, the king, who hath appointed 
your meat and your drink; for why should he see your faces 
worse liking than the children which are of your sort? Then 
shall ye make me endanger my head to the king. Then said 
Dan’-iel, Prove thy servants, I beseech thee, ten days; and 
let them give us pulse to eat and water to drink. So he con- 
sented to them in this matter, and proved them ten days. 
And at the end of ten days their countenances appeared 
fairer and fatter in flesh than all the children which did eat 
the portion of the king’s meat. Thus he took away the por- 
tion of their meat, and the wine that they should drink, and 
gave them pulse. 


God’s Blessing. — As for these four children, God ‘gave 
them knowledge and skill in all learning and wisdom; and 
Dan’-iel had understanding in all visions and dreams. Now 
at the end of the days that the king had said he should bring 
them in, then the prince of the eunuchs brought them in 
before Néb-u-chad-néz’-zar. And the king found them ten 
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times better than all the magicians and astrologers that were 
in all his realm. 

cay, ebuchadnezzar’s Dream. — And in the second year of the 
reign of Néb-u-chad-néz’-zar, Néb-u-chad-néz’-zar dreamed 
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dreams, wherewith his spirit was troubled, and his sleep brake 
from him. Then the king commanded to call the magicians 
and the astrologers, and said unto them, I have dreamed 
a dream, and my spirit was troubled to know the dream. 
But the thing is gone from me. Therefore, show me the 
dream and the interpretation thereof. The Chal-dé’-ang 
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answered before the king and said, There is not a man upon 
the earth that can show the king’s matter. For this cause 
the king was angry and very furious, and commanded to 
destroy all the wise men of Bab’-y-lon. And the decree went 
forth that the wise men should be slain; and they sought 
Din’-iel and his fellows to be slain. Then Din’-iel went in, 
and desired! of the king that he would give him time, and 
that he would show the king the interpretation. Then 
Dian’-iel went to his house, and made the thing known to 
his companions, that they would desire mercies of the God 
of heaven concerning this secret; that Dan’-iel and his fel- 
lows should not perish with the rest of the wise men of 
Bab’-y-lon. Then was the secret revealed unto D&n’-iel in 
a night vision. Then Dan’-iel blessed the God of heaven. 

Daniel Tells the King’s Dreams. — Therefore D&an’-iel 
went in and said, There is a God in heaven that revealeth 
secrets, and maketh known to the king Néb-u-chad-néz’-zar 
what shall be in the latter days. Thou, O king, sawest, and, 
behold, a great image. The great image, whose brightness 
was excellent, stood before thee; and the form thereof was 
terrible. This image’s head was of fine gold, his breast and 
his arms of silver, his belly and his thighs of brass, his legs 
of iron, his feet part of iron and part of clay. Thou sawest 
till that a stone was cut out without hands, which smote the 
image upon his feet that were of iron and of clay, and brake 
them to pieces. And the stone that smote the image became 
a great mountain, and filled the whole earth. This is the 
dream; and we will tell the interpretation thereof before 
the king. 

The Interpretation. — Thou, O king, art this head of gold. 
And after thee shall arise another kingdom, inferior to thee, 
and another third kingdom of brass, which shall bear rule 
over all the earth. And the fourth kingdom shall be strong 
as iron, and shall break in pieces and bruise all things. And 
in the days of these kings shall the God of heaven set up 
a kingdom which shall never be destroyed; and the kingdom 
shall not be left to other people, but it shall break in pieces 
and consume all these kingdoms, and it shall stand forever. 
Forasmuch as thou sawest that the stone was cut out of the 
mountain without hands, and that it brake in pieces the iron, 
the brass, the clay, the silver, and the gold: the great God 
hath made known to the king what shall come to pass here- 
after; and the dream is certain, and the interpretation 
thereof sure. 

The King Confesses the True God.— Then the king 
Néb-u-chad-néz’-zar fell upon his face and said, Of a truth 
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it is that your God is a God of gods, and a Lord of kings, 
and a revealer of secrets, seeing thou couldest reveal this 
secret. Then the king made Din’-iel a great man, and gave 
him Many great gifts, and made him ruler over the whole 
province of. Bab’-y-lon, and chief of the governors over all 
the wise men of Bab’-y-lon. Then Din’-iel requested of the 
king, and he set Sha’-drach, Mé’-shach, and A-béd’-ne-go over 
the affairs of the province of Bab’-y-lon, but Din’-iel sat in 
the gate of the king. 

First Commandment. 

Rom. 11, 33—36. How unsearchable are His judgments, and 
His ways past finding out! For who hath known the mind of the 
Lord? or who hath been His counselor? or who hath first given 
to Him, and it shall be recompensed unto him again? For of Him, 
and through Him, and to Him are all things: to whom be glory 
forever. Amen. 


66. The Three Men in the Fiery Furnace. 
Dan. 3. 


The Golden Image. — Néb-u-chad-néz’-zar, the king, made 
an image of gold in the province of Bab’-y-lon, and then sent 
to gather all the rulers of the provinces to come to the dedi- 
cation of the image. And they stood before the image. Then 
a herald cried aloud, O people, at what time ye hear the sound 
of the cornet, ye shall fall down and worship the golden 
image. And whoso falleth not down shall the same hour be 
cast into the midst of a burning fiery furnace. Therefore, 
when the people heard the sound of the cornet, all fell down 
and worshiped the golden image. Wherefore, at that time 
certain Chil-dé’-ans came near, and accused the Jews. They 
spake, O king, Sha’-drach, Mé’-shach, and A-béd’-ne-gd have 
not regarded thee; they serve not nor worship the golden 
image. 

The Fiery Furnace. — Then Néb-u-chad-néz’-zar in his 
rage commanded to bring them before him and said, If ye 
worship it not, ye shall be cast into the midst of a burning 
fiery furnace; and who is that God that shall deliver you 
out of my hands? Sha’-drach, Mé’-shach, and A-béd’-ne-gi 
answered, Our God is able to deliver us. But if not, be it 
known unto thee that we will not worship the golden image. 
Then was Néb’-u-chad-néz’-zar full of fury, and commanded 
that they should heat the furnace seven times more than it 
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was wont to be heated. Then these men were bound and 
cast into the midst of the burning fiery furnace. Therefore, 
because the furnace was exceeding hot, the flame of the fire 
slew those men that took up Sha’-drach, Mé’-shach, and 
A-béd’-ne-go. 

The Men\ Delivered. — Then Néb-u-chad-néz’-zar, the 
king, was astonished and said, Did not we cast three men 
bound into the midst of the fire? Lo, I see four men loose, 
walking in the midst of the fire, and they have no hurt; and 
the form of the fourth is like the Son of God. Then Néb-u- 


chad-néz’-zar came near to the mouth of the burning fiery 
furnace and said, Ye servants of the most high God, come 
forth. Then Sha’-drach, Mé’-shach, and A-béd’-ne-gi came 
forth. Nor was an hair of their head singed, nor the smell 
of fire had passed on them. Then Néb-u-chad-néz’-zar spake 
and said, Blessed be the God of Sha’-drach, Mé’-shach, and 
A-béd’-ne-gi, who hath delivered His servants that trusted 
in Him. There is no other God that can deliver after this 
sort. Then the king promoted Sha’-drach, Mé’-shach, and 
A-béd’-ne-gi in the province of Bib’-y-lon. 

First Commandment. 

Matt. 10,28. Fear not them which kill the body, but are not 


able to kill the soul; but rather fear Him which is able to destroy 
both soul and body in hell. 


Matt. 10, 32.33. Whosoever, therefore, shall confess Me before 
men, him will I also confess before My Father which is in heaven. 
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But whosoever shall deny Me before men, him will I also deny be- 
fore My Father which is in heaven. 


In the furnace God may prove thee, 
Thence to bring thee forth more bright, 
But can never cease to love thee; 

Thou art precious in His sight: 

God is with thee, 

God, thine everlasting Light. 


Nott. — Nebuchadnezzar was the founder of the great Babylo- 
nian Empire, and reigned forty-three years. The capital of this 
great empire was Babylon. The Chaldeans, as the Babylonians 
are also called, destroyed the Assyrian Empire with its capital, 
Nineveh. Some time after the death of Nebuchadnezzar his son 
or grandson, Bel-shaz’-zar, became king of Babylon. He was the 
last king of this powerful nation. Da-ri’-us, the Me’-di-an, the 
son of A-has-u-e’-rus, took Babylon from Belshazzar, who was slain. 


67. Belshazzar. 
Dan. 5. 


Belshazzar’s Feast. — Bél-shiz’-zar, the king, made a feast 
to a thousand of his lords. And while he drank wine, he 
commanded to bring the golden and silver vessels which his 
father, Néb-u-chad-néz’-zar, had taken out of the Temple 
which was in Je-ru’-sa-lém. And the king, his princes, and 
his wives drank wine in them, and praised the gods of gold, 
and of silver, of brass, of iron, of wood, and of stone. 

The Handwriting on the Wall. —In the same hour came 
forth fingers of a man’s hand, and wrote over against the 
candlestick upon the plaster of the wall of the king’s palace. 
And the king saw the part of the hand that wrote. Then 
the king’s countenance was changed, and his knees smote 
one against another. The king cried aloud to bring in the 
astrologers and soothsayers. But all the king’s wise men 
could not read the writing, nor make known to the king the 
interpretation thereof. Then was Din’-iel called and brought 
in before the king. 

The Interpretation. — Din’-iel read the writing and made 
known unto the king the interpretation, saying, O king, thou 
hast lifted up thyself against the Lorp of heaven, and they 
have brought the vessels of His house before thee, and thou 
hast praised the gods which see not, nor hear, nor know; 
and the God in whose hand thy breath is, and whose are all 
thy ways, hast thou not glorified: then was the part of the 
hand sent from Him and this writing. And this is the 
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writing that was written: Mé’-ne, Mé-ne, Té’-kel, U-phar’- 
sin. This is the interpretation of the thing: Mé’-ne, God 
hath numbered thy kingdom and finished it. Té’-kel, Thou . 
art weighed in the balances, and art found wanting. Pé'-rés, 
Thy kingdom is divided, and given to the Médeg and Pér-~- 
sians. In that night was Bél-shiz’-zar, the king of the Chal- 
dé’-ans, slain. And Da-ri’-us the Mé’-di-an took the kingdom. 


Second Commandment. 


Gal. 6,7. Be not deceived; God is not mocked; for whatsoeve: 
a man soweth, that shall he also reap. 


68. Daniel in the Lions’ Den. 
Dan. 6. 


The King’s Decree. — It pleased Da-ri’-us to set over the 
kingdom three presidents, of whom D&n’-iel was first. Then 
this Din’-iel was preferred above the presidents; and the king 
thought to set him over the whole realm. Then the presi- 
dents and princes sought to find occasion against Dan’-iel; 
but they could find no fault, forasmuch as he was faithful. 
Then said these men, We shall not find any occasion against 
this Dan’-iel except concerning the Law of his God. Then 
these princes assembled together to the king and said, King 
Da-ri’-us, all the presidents and the princes have consulted 
together to establish a royal statute, that whosoever shall ask 
a petition of any God or man for thirty days, save of thee, 
O king, he shall be cast into the den of lions. Wherefore 
King Da-ri’-us signed the decree. 


Daniel Steadfast. — Now when Dan’-iel knew that the 
writing was signed, he went into his house; and his windows 
being open in his chamber toward Je-ru’-sa-lém, he kneeled 
upon his knees three times a day, and prayed, and gave thanks 
before his God, as he did aforetime. Then these men as- 
sembled and found Dan’-iel praying and making supplication 
before his God. And they came before the king and said, 
Dian’-iel regardeth not thee nor the decree, but maketh his | 
petition three times a day. Then the king was sore displeased, 
and set his heart on Dan’-iel to deliver him. Then these men 
said unto the king, Know, O king, that the law of the Médes 
and Pér’-siang, is, That no decree nor statute which the king 
establisheth may be changed. 


In the Den of lwons. — Then the king commanded, and 
they brought Dan’-iel, and cast him into the den of lions. 
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Now the king said unto Dan’-iel, Thy God, whom thou servest 
continually, He will deliver thee. And a stone was brought, 


and laid upon the mouth of the den; and the king sealed it 
with his own signet, that the purpose might not be changed 
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concerning Din’-iel. Then the king went to his palace, and 
passed the night fasting; and his sleep went from him. 
Daniel’s Deliverance. — Then the king arose very early 
in the morning, and went in haste unto the den of lions, 
and cried with a lamentable voice, O Din’-iel, servant of the 
Comprehensive Bible History. 10 
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living God, is thy God able to deliver thee from the lions? 
Then said Din’-iel unto the king, My God hath sent His 
angel, and hath shut the lions’ mouths, that_they have not 
hurt me. Then was the king exceeding glad for him, and 
commanded that they should take Din’-iel up out of the den. 
And the king commanded, and they brought those men 
which had accused Din’-iel, and they cast them into the den 
of lions, them, their children, and their wives; and the lions 
had the mastery of them, and brake all their bones in pieces 
or ever they came at the bottom of the den. Then King ~ 
Da-ri’-us wrote unto all people. Peace be multiplied unto 


you. I make a decree, That in every dominion of my king- 
dom men tremble and fear before the God of D&n’-iel; for 
He is the living God. So D&n’-iel prospered in the reign of 
Da-ri’-us and in the reign of Cy’-rus the Pér’-sian. 


First Commandment. 


Ps. 91, 11. 12. For He shall give His angels charge over thee 
to keep thee in all thy ways. They shall bear thee up in their 
hands, lest thou dash thy foot against a stone. 


Man may hate me causelessly, 

Man may plot to ruin me, 

Foes my heart may pierce and rend: 
God in heaven is still my Friend. 


Norr. — King Darius divided his empire into one hundred and 
twenty-seven provinces, or satrapies. 
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69. Esther. 


Boox or Estuerr. 


Esther Chosen Queen. — A-his- -u-é’-rus, which reigned 
from In’-di-a even unto E-thi-6’ 6’-pi-a, made a feast unto all 
his princes and servants in Shu’-shan, and commanded to 
bring Vash’-ti, the queen. But she refused to come. There- 
fore was the king very wroth, and commanded that Vash’-ti 
should come no more before him. Then said the king’s 
servants that ministered unto him, Let there be fair young 
virgins sought for the king, and let the maiden which pleaseth 
- the king be queen instead of Vash’-ti. Now in Shy’-shan, 
the palace, there was a Jew, whose name was Mér’-de-cai. 
He had brought up Es’-ther, his uncle’s daughter, fair and 
beautiful. And the king loved Es ’-ther, and made her queen. 
In those days two chamberlains sought to lay hand on the 
king. This was known to Moér’-de-cai, who told it unto 
Es’-ther, and she told the king thereof in Mér’-de-cai’s name. 
And when inquisition was made of the matter, it was found 
out; therefore they were both hanged on a tree; and it was 
written in the book of the chronicles. 

Haman Seeks the Jews’ Destruction. — And King A-has- 
u-é-rus promoted Ha’-man, and all the king’s servants bowed 
and reverenced Ha’-man; but Mér’-de-cai bowed not. Then 
was Ha’-man full of wrath and sought to destroy all the Jews, 
and said unto the king, There is a people scattered in all thy 
provinces that keep not thy laws. If it please the king, let 
it be written that they be destroyéd. And the king said, Do 
with them as it seemeth good to thee. And letters were sent 
into all the provinces to kill all Jews, both young and old, 
little children and women, in one day. And there was great 
mourning among the Jews. And Mor’-de-cai charged Es’-ther 
that she should go in unto the king. And Es’-ther said, 
Whosoever cometh unto the king who is not called, the law 
is to put him to death, except the king hold out the scepter 
that he may live. But i will go in; and if I perish, I perish. 

Esther before the King. — And ks’-ther put on her royal 
apparel, and went into the court of the king’s house. And 
when the king saw her, she obtained favor; and he held out 
to her the golden scepter. So she drew near, and touched the 
top of the scepter. Then said the king, What is thy request ? 
It shall be even given thee to the half of the kingdom. Es~- 
ther answered, If it seem good unto the king, let the king 
and Ha’-man come this day unto the banquet that I have 
prepared for him. So the king and Ha’-man came to the 
banquet. And the king said, What is thy petition, Queen 
Es-ther? It shall be granted ‘thee. Then answered Es ’-ther, 
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Let the king and Ha’-man come to the banquet that I shall 
prepare for them to-morrow. Then went Ha’-man forth with 
a glad heart; but when he saw Mér’-de-cai in the gate, that 
he stood not up, he was full of anger. And when he came 
home, he said, The queen did let no man come in but myself; 
and to-morrow am I invited unto her also with the king. 
Then said his wife and his friends unto him, Let a gallows 
be made of fifty cubits high, and to-morrow speak thou unto 
the king that Mér’-de-cii may be hanged thereon. This 
pleased Ha’-man; and he caused the gallows to be made. 

The King Honors Mordecait.— On that night could not 
the king sleep, and he commanded to bring the book of the 
chronicles. And it was found written that Mér’-de-cai had 
told of two of the chamberlains who sought to lay hand on 
the king. And‘ the king said, What honor and dignity hath 
been done to Mér’-de-cai for this? They said, There is 
nothing done for him. And when Ha’-man came in, the 
king said, What shall be done unto the man whom the king 
delighteth to honor? Now Ha’-man thought, To whom would 
the king delight to do honor more than to myself? And he 
said, Let them array the man in the royal apparel which the 
king useth to wear, and let the crown royal be set upon his 
head, and set him upon the horse that the king rideth upon, 
and bring him through the city, and proclaim before him, 
Thus shall it be done to the man whom the king delighteth 
to honor. Then said the king to Ha’-man, Make haste and 
do even so to Mér’-de-cai, the Jew. And Ha’-man did so; 
and then hasted to his house mourning, and having his head 
covered. 

Haman’s Destruction. — But the king’s chamberlains 
came and hasted to bring Ha’-man unto the banquet that 
Es’-ther had prepared. And the king said unto Es’-ther, 
What is thy petition, Queen Es’-ther? Then Es’-ther said, 
O king, let my life be given me at my petition, and my 
people at my request; for we are sold to be slain and to 
perish. Then the king said, Who is he that durst presume 
in his heart to do so? And Es’-ther said, The enemy is this 
wicked Ha’-man. And the king arose in his wrath. And one 
of the chamberlains said, Behold the gallows which Ha’-man 

_made for Mér’-de-cai standeth in the house of Ha’-man. The 
king said, Hang him thereon. So they hanged Ha’-man on: 
the gallows. And the king took off his ring, which he had 
taken from Ha’-man, and gave it unto Mér’-de-cii. 

Third Petition: “When God breaks and hinders every evil 
counsel and will.” 

Gen. 50, 20. Ye thought evil against me, but God meant it unto 
good, to bring to pass as it is this day, to save much people alive. 
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70. The Return from the Captivity. 
Ezra 1—6. : 


The Proclamation of Cyrus.— The Lorp stirred up the 

spirit of Qy’-rus that he made a proclamation throughout all 
his kingdom: The Lorp God of heaven hath charged me to 
build Him a house at Jeru’-sa-lém. Who is there among 
you of His people? Let him go up to Je-ru’-sa-lém and build 
the house of the Lorp God of Is’-ra-el. And whosoever re- 
maineth in any place where he sojourneth, let the men of 
his place help him with silver, and gold, and goods, and with 
beasts, besides the free-will offering for the house of God 
that is in Je-ru’-sa-lém. 
__ The Return.— Then rose up the chief of the fathers of 
- Jii’-dah and Bén’-ja-min, and the priests and the Lé’-vites, 
to go up to Je-ry’-sa-lém. And all they that were about them 
strengthened their hands with vessels of silver, with gold, 
goods, beasts, and precious things. Also (y’-rus, the king, 
brought forth the vessels of the house of the Lorp, which 
Néb-u-chad-néz’-zar had brought forth out of Je-ru’-sa-lém, 
and had put them in the house of his gods. The whole con- 
gregation together was forty and two thousand three hundred 
and threescore persons, beside their servants and their maids, 
of whom there were seven thousand three hundred thirty 
and seven. 

The Temple Foundation Laid.— They gave money also 
unto the masons and to the carpenters; and meat, and drink, 
and oil unto them of Zi’-don and to them of Tyre to bring 
cedar trees from Léb’-a-non to the sea of Joép’-pa, according 
to the grant that they had of Cy’-rus, king of Pér’-sia. And 
some of the chief of the fathers, when they came to the 
house of the Lorp which is at Je-ru’-sa-lém, offered freely 
for the house of God to set it up in his place. They gave 
after their ability unto the treasure of the work. Then stood 
up Jésh’-u-a and his brethren, the priests, and Ze-rib’-ba-bél 
and his brethren, and builded the altar of the God of Is’-ra-el. 
And they offered burnt offerings thereon unto the Lorp, even 
burnt offerings morning and evening. They kept also the 
Feast of Tabernacles. And when the builders laid the foun- 
dation of the Temple of the Lorp, they set the priests with 
trumpets and the Lé’-vites with cymbals to praise the Lorp. 
And all the people shouted with a loud voice when they 
praised the Lorn, because the foundation of the house of the 
Lorp was laid. But many of the priests and Lé’-vites and 
of the fathers that had seen the first house, when the foun- 
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dation of this house was laid before their eyes, wept with 
a loud voice, so that the people could not discern the noise 
of the shout of joy from the noise of the weeping of the 
people. 

The Building Hindered. — Now when the adversaries 
heard that the children of the captivity builded the Temple 
unto the Lorp God of Is’-ra-el, they came to Ze-rib’-ba-bél 
and to the chief of the fathers, and said unto them, Let us 
build with you; for we seek your God as ye do. But they 
said unto them, Ye have nothing to do with us to build an 
house unto our God; but we ourselves together will build 
ynto the Lorp, as King Qy’-rus, the king of Pér’-sia, hath 
commanded us. Then the people of the land weakened the 
hands of the people of Ji’-dah, and troubled them in build- 
ing, and hired counselors against them to frustrate their 
purpose, all the days of Cy’-rus, king of Pér’-sia, even until 
the reign of Da-ri’-us, king of Pér’-sia. 

The Temple Finished. — Then the prophets Hig’-ga-i and 
Zéch-a-ri-ah prophesied unto the Jews that were in Ji’-dah 
and Je-ru’-sa-lém in the name of the God of Is’-ra-el. Then 
rose up Ze-ritb’-ba-bél and Jésh’-u-a, and began to build the 
house of God which is at Je-ru’-sa-lém, and finished it in 
the sixth year of Da-ri’-us, the king. And the children of 
Ig’-ra-el kept the dedication of this house of God with joy. 


Third Commandment. 


Ps. 26, 8. Lord, I have loved the habitation of Thy house, and 
the place where Thine honor dwelleth. 


Zion stands with hills surrounded, 

Zion, kept by power divine; 

All her foes shall be confounded, 

Though the world in arms combine. 
Happy Zion, 

What a favored lot is thine! 


Norse. — The Jews returned in three sections, under Zerubbabel, 
Ezra, and Nehemiah. 


Appendix. 


The Jews under Greek Rule.— For about two hundred years 
after the return from the Babylonian Captivity, the Jews: led 
a quiet life under Persian rule. Then Alexander the Great over- 
came the Persians, and founded the Greco-Macedonian Empire, 
and also brought the Jews under his sway. The Greek language 
became the language of the world. At this time the Old Testa- 
ment was translated from the Hebrew into the Greek language. 
ae translation is known as the Septuagint, and is still in ex- 
istence. 


The Jews under Syrian Rule.— Antiochus, king of Syria, 
conquered Palestine about 200 years before Christ. The Jews 
suffered terrible persecutions. Antiochus captured Jerusalem, 
killed 80,000 Jews, and sold a like number into slavery. He 
entered the Temple, took all the sacred vessels and treasures, 
sacrificed swine upon the altar of burnt offering, and sprinkled 
broth of swine’s-flesh all over the building, thus defiling it. No 
Jews entered the Temple thereafter; daily sacrifices and services 
ceased altogether. Antiochus issued an edict, declaring that all 
his subjects must worship the same gods. He forbade the keep- 
ing of the Sabbath, of festivals, and other religious customs under 
the pain of death; the sacred books of the Law and the prophets 
were destroyed; the Temple was desecrated by heathen services, 
and a statue of Jupiter Olympus was erected on the altar of burnt 
offering. Eleazar, a God-fearing scribe, at the age of ninety years, 
was forced by the soldiers to eat swine’s-flesh. When he spit it 
out, he was tortured to death. 

A mother and her seven sons were tortured because they re- 
fused to eat swine’s-flesh. The tongue of the eldest son was cut 
out, his fingers and toes cut off. Then he was cast into a large 
vessel and burned to death, while his mother and brothers were 
looking on, who comforted him, and encouraged him to be faith- 
ful. When he was dead, the other brothers were asked whether 
they were ready to eat swine’s-flesh, and when they refused, one 
after the other was tortured and put to death. The mother, with 
undaunted firmness, admonished them to meet death bravely, and 
to refuse all offers of wealth and honor. When she had seen her 
seven sons die, she, too, was tortured and slain. 


The Maccabees. — A God-fearing priest, by the name of Matta- 
thias, seeing a Jew sacrificing to the heathen gods, fell upon him 
and killed him and the king’s servants who had set up the altar, 
and threw down the altar. Then he and his family, together with 
other like-minded Jews, fled into the mountains. Many of the 
Jews came to him, and when he had gathered a small army, they 
scoured the country and destroyed the heathen altars. After his 
death his son Judas Maccabaeus succeeded him. Judas Macca- 
baeus was bold and courageous, and his enemies feared him. After 
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defeating Antiochus, he became governor of Palestine. The Temple 
was restored, purged, and rededicated, and the servies of old were 
resumed. When the Syrians attacked Palestine again, Judas made 
a covenant with the Romans, who promised help, but failed to keep 
their promise. He was defeated by the Syrians and killed in battle. 
His brother Jonathan succeeded him, but he was treacherously 
murdered by the Syrians. Another brother, Simon, succeeded in 
capturing Zion, which the heathen had continued to hold. As long 
as he lived, the country had rest and peace. 


The Jews under the Romans. — The Maccabees ruled for nearly 
one hundred years. While two of the brothers were quarreling 
as to which of the two should be ruler, the Romans, led by Pom- 
pey, came to settle the quarrel. After a siege, which lasted three 
months, Jerusalem was taken, and a yearly tribute was imposed 
on Judea. About forty-eight years before the birth of Christ, 
Herod the Great, a descendant of Ksau, was made governor of the 
land, and forty years before Christ the Romans made him king 
of Judea. He sought to fortify his throne by committing inhuman 
cruelties. He annihilated the Maccabees, put to death his wife 
Mariamne, daughter of the high priest and a descendant of the 
Maccabees; he slew her mother, father, and grandfather, and 
drowned her brother in a bath. His sons Alexander and Aristo- 
bulus were strangled by his orders. He tried to appease the Jews 
by making improvements in his kingdom. He rebuilt Samaria. 
He built a magnificent palace on Zion for himself, and the seaport 
of Caesarea. He rebuilt the Temple at Jerusalem, which, being 
now about five hundred years old, needed renovation. 

During the latter part of his reign Jesws was born in Beth- 
lehem. Soon after the slaughter of the children at Bethlehem 
a fearful disease put an end to this cruel ruler. After his death 
his kingdom was divided among his three sons, Archelaus, Herod 
Antipas, and Philip. Archelaus was banished to Gaul (France) 
for his cruelties by Augustus. Palestine now became. a Roman 
province, ruled by Roman governors. The fifth of these governors 
was Pontius Pilate. 


THE NEW TESTAMENT. 


Che Childhond of Fess. 


1. Zacharias. 
LuEE 1. 


The Parents of John the Baptist.— There was, in the 
days of Hér’-od, the king of Ju-dé’-a, a priest named ZAch-a- 
ri-as, and his wife’s name was E-lig’-a-béth. They were both 
righteous before God, walking in all the commandments of 
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the Lord, blameless. And they had no child, and they both © 
were now well stricken in years. And it came to pass that, 
while he executed the priest’s office before God, his lot was 
to burn incense when he went into the Temple of the Lord. 
And the whole multitude of the people were praying without, 
at the time of incense. 

The Message of Gabriel. — And there appeared unto him 
an angel of the Lord, standing on the right side of the altar 
of incense. And when Zich-a-ri’-as saw him, he was troubled. 
But the angel said unto him, Fear not, Zich-a-ri’-as; for thy 
prayer is heard, and thy wife E-lis’-a-béth shall bear thee 
a son, and thou shalt call his name Jéhn. He shall be great 
in the sight of the Lord, and he shall be filled with the 
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Holy Ghost. And many of the children of Is’-ra-el shall he 
turn to the Lord, their God. And he shall go before Him 
in the spirit and the power of E-li’-as, to turn the hearts 
of the fathers to the children and the disobedient to the 
wisdom of the just; to make ready a people prepared for 
the Lord. 

Zacharias Doubts. — And Zich-a-ri’-as said unto the 
angel, Whereby shall I know this? For I am an old man, 
and my wife well stricken in years. The angel, answering, 
said unto him, I am Ga’-bri-el, that stand in the presence 
of God, and am sent to show thee these glad tidings. And, 
behold, thou shalt be dumb, and not able to speak, until the 
day that these things shall be performed, because thou be- 
lievest not my words, which shall be fulfilled in their season. 

Zacharias’s Punishment. — And the people waited for 
Zach-a-ri’-as, and marveled that he tarried so long in the 
Temple. And when he came out, he could not speak unto 
them. And they perceived that he had seen a vision in the 
Temple; for he beckoned unto them, and remained speech- 
less. And as soon as the days of his ministration were ac- 
complished, he departed to his own house. 


Second Petition. 


Heb. 1,14. Are they not all ministering spirits, sent forth to 
minister for them who shall be heirs of salvation? 


Let the earth now praise the Lord, 
Who hath truly kept His word, 
And the sinners’ Help and Friend 
Now at last to us doth send. 


Norr. — Her’-od the Great, son of An-tip’-a-ter, 37 to 4 B.C. 
— Zacharias = Remembered by Jehovah. — Elisabeth = Wor- 
shiper of God. 


2. The Annunciation. The Visit of Mary. 
Luxe 1, 25—56. Marr. 1, 20—24. 


The Angel’s Greeting. —And in the sixth month the angel 
Ga’-bri-el was sent from God unto a city of Gal’-i-lee, named 
Naz’-a-réth, to a virgin espoused to a man whose name was 
J6’-geph, of the house of Da’-vid; and the virgin’s name was 
Ma’-ry. And the angel came in unto her and said, Hail, 
thou that art highly favored, the Lord is with thee; blessed 
art thou among women. And when she saw him, she was 
troubled at his saying, and cast in her mind what manner 
of salutation this should be. 
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The Annunciation. — And the angel said unto her, Fear 
not, Ma’-ry; for thou hast found favor with God. And, 
behold, thou shalt conceive in thy womb, and bring forth 
a son, and shalt call His name Jé’-sus. He shall be great, 
and shall be called the Son of the Highest; and the Lord 
God shall give unto Him the throne of His father Da’-vid. 
And He shall reign over the house of Ja’-cob forever; and 
of His kingdom there shall be no end. Then said Ma’-ry 
unto the angel, How shall this be, seeing I know not a man? 
And the angel answered and said unto her, The Holy Ghost 
shall come upon thee, and the power of the Highest shall 
overshadow thee; therefore also that holy thing which.shall ~ 
be born of thee shall be called the Son of God. And, behold, 
thy cousin E-lis’-a-béth, she hath also conceived a son in her 
old age; and this is the sixth month with her, who was 
ealled barren. For with God nothing shall be impossible. 
And Ma’-ry said, Behold the handmaid of the Lord; be it 
unto me according to thy word. And the angel departed 
from her. 

Mary with Elisabeth. — And Ma’-ry arose in those days, 
and entered into the house of Zich-a-ri’-as, and saluted 
E-lig’-a-béth. And E-lis’-a-béth was filled with the Holy 
‘Ghost; and she spake out with a loud voice and said, Blessed 
art thou among women, and blessed is the fruit of thy womb. 
And whence is this to me that the mother of my Lord should 
come to me? Blessed is she that. believed. 

The Magnificat. — And Ma’-ry said, My soul doth mag- 
nify the Lord, and my spirit hath rejoiced in God, my 
Sav’-ior. For He hath regarded the low estate of His hand- 
maiden; for, behold, from henceforth all generations shall 
call me blessed. For He that is mighty hath done to me 
great things; and holy is His name. And His mercy is on 
them that fear Him from generation to generation. He 
hath showed strength with His arm; He hath scattered the 
proud in the imagination of their hearts. He hath put down 
the mighty from their seats, and exalted them of low degree. 
He hath filled the hungry with good things, and the rich 
He hath sent empty away. He hath tholpen His servant 
¥g’-ra-el in remembrance of His mercy, as He spake to our 
fathers, to A’-bra-ham and to his seed forever. And Ma’-ry 
abode with E-lis’-a-béth about three months, and returned to 
her own house. 

Joseph. — But the angel of the Lord appeared unto J6’- 
seph in a dream, saying, J6’-seph, thou son of Da’-vid, fear 
not to take unto thee Ma’-ry, thy wife; for she shall bring 
forth a son, and thou shalt call His name Jé’-sus; for He shall 
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save His people from their sins. Now all this was done that 
it might be fulfilled which was spoken of the Lord by the 
prophet, saying, Behold, a virgin shall be with child, and 
shall bring forth a son, and they shall call His name Em- 
min’-u-el, which, being interpreted, is, God with us. Then 
Jo’-seph did as the Lord had bidden him, and took unto him 
his wife. 


Second Article. 
Is. 7,14. Behold, a virgin shall conceive, and bear a son, and 
shall call His name Im-man’-u-el. 
Let us all with gladsome voice 
Praise the God of heaven, 
Who, to bid our hearts rejoice, 
His own Son hath given. 


Nore. — Galilee was the northern province of Palestine at the 
time of Christ. — Nazareth was about 66 miles north of Jerusalem. 


3. The Birth of John the Baptist. 
Luxe 1, 57—80. 


John Named. — FE-lis’-a-béth brought forth a son. And 
her neighbors and her cousins heard how the Lord had showed 
great mercy upon her, and they rejoiced with her. And on 
the eighth day they came to circumcise the child; and they 
called him Zach-a-ri’-as, after the name of his father. And 
his mother answered and said, Not so; but he shall be called 
John. And they said unto her, There is none of thy kindred 
that is called by this name. And they made signs to his 
father, how he would have him called. And he asked for 
a writing-table, and wrote, saying, His name is Jéhn. And 
they marveled all. And his mouth was opened immediately, 
and his tongue loosed, and he spake and praised God. And 
fear came on all that dwelt around about them; and all 
these sayings were noised abroad throughout all the hill 
country of Ju-dé’-a. And all that heard them laid them up 
in their hearts, saying, What manner of child shall this be! 
And the hand of the Lord was with him. 

The Benedictus. — And his father Zich-a-ri’-as was filled 
with the Holy Ghost and prophesied, saying, Blessed be the 
Lord God of Is’-ra-el; for He hath visited and redeemed His 
people. And thou, child, shalt be called the prophet of the 
Highest; for thou shalt go before the face of the Lord to 
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prepare His ways, to gwe knowledge of salvation unto His 
people by the remission of their sins. 
John’s Childhood. — And the child grew, and waxed 


strong in spirit. And John was in the deserts till the day 
-of his showing unto Ig’-ra-el. 


SEN 


; a 


Conclusion of the Lord’s Prayer. 


Mal. 3,1. Behold, I will send My messenger, and he shall pre- 
pare the way before Me; and the Lord, whom ye seek, shall sud- 
denly come to His Temple, even the Messenger of the Covenant, 
whom ye delight in. 


fi 


O come, O come, Emmanuel, 
And ransom captive Israel, 

ae That mourns in lonely exile here, 
Until the Son of God appear. 
Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel 
Shall come to thee, O Israel! 
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4. The Birth of Our Savior Jesus Christ. 
Luxe 2, 1—20. 


The Birth of Jesus. — And it came to pass in those days 
that there went out a decree from Cae’-sar Au-gis’-tus, that 
all the world should be taxed. This taxing was first made 
when Qy-ré’-ni-iis was governor of Syr’-i-a. And all went 
to be taxed, every one into his own city. And Jé’-seph also 
went up from Gil’-i-lee, out of the city of Naz’-a-réth, into 
Ju-dé’-a, unto the city of Da’-vid, which is called Béth’-le- 
hem, because he was of the house and lineage of Da’-vid, 
to be taxed with Ma’-ry, his espoused wife, being great with 


child. And so it was, that, while they were there, the days 
were accomplished that she should be delivered. And she 
brought. forth her first-born son, and wrapped him in swad- 
dling-clothes, and laid him in a manger, because there was 
no room for them in the inn. 


The Announcement. — And there were in the same 
country shepherds abiding in the field, keeping watch over 
their flock by night. And, lo, the angel of the Lord came 
upon them, and the glory of the Lord shone round about 
them; and they were sore afraid. And the angel said unto 
them, Fear not; for, behold, I bring you good tidings of 
great joy, which shall be to all people. For unto you is born 
this day, in the city of Da’-vid, a Sav'-ior, which is Christ 
the Lord. And this shall be a sign unto you: Ye shall find 
the Babe wrapped in swaddling-clothes, lying in 4 manger. 
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And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the 
heavenly hosts, praising God and saying, 


Glory to God in the highest, 
And on earth peace, 
Good will toward men. 

The-Shepherd’s Adoration. — And it came to pass, as the 
angels were gone away from them to heaven, the shepherds 
said one to another, Let us now go even unto Béth’-le-hem, 
and see this thing which is come to pass, which the Lord 


hath made known unto us. And they came with haste, and 
found Ma’-ry and Jé’-seph, and the Babe lying in a manger. 
And when they had seen it, they made known abroad _ the 
saying which was told them concerning this Child. And all 
they that heard it wondered at those things which were told 
them by the shepherds. But Ma’-ry kept all these things, 
and pondered them in her heart. And the shepherds re- 
turned, glorifying and praising God for all the things that 
they had heard and seen, as it was told unto them. 

Second Article. 

Is. 9,6. For unto us a Child is born, unto us a Son is given; 
and the government shall be upon His shoulder; and His name 
shall be called Wonderful, Counselor, The Mighty God, The Ever- 
lasting Father, The Prince of Peace. 
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John 3, 16. God so loved the world that He gave His only- 
begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in Him should not perish, 
but have everlasting life. 


From heav’n above to earth I come 
To bear good news to ev’ry home; 
Glad tidings of great joy I bring, 
Whereof I now will say and sing. 


To you this night is born a Child 
Of Mary, chosen virgin mild; 
This little Child, of lowly birth, 
Shall be the joy of all the earth. 


Notre. — Caesar Augustus, the first Roman emperor (30 B.C. 
to 14 A.D.). Almost all the then known countries of the globe, 
Palestine included, were subject to the Roman Empire. _ 

“His own city’ — the city of his ancestor, where the family 
records were kept. 

Bethlehem is a town about six miles south of Jerusalem. 


5. The Circumcision and the Presentation. 
Luxe 2, 21—40. 


The Otrcumcision. — And when eight days were accom- 
plished for the cireumcising of the Child, His name was 
called Jé’-sus, which was so named of the angel before He 
was conceived in the womb. 


The Presentation. — And when the days of her purifica- 
tion according to the law of Md’-gseg were accomplished, they 
brought Him to Je-ru’-sa-lém to present Him to the Lord, 
and to offer a sacrifice according to that which is said in 
the Law of the Lord, A pair of turtle-doves or two young 
pigeons. 

Simeon. — And, behold, there was a man in Je-ru’-sa-lém, 
whose name was Sim’-e-on; and the same man was just and 
devout, waiting for the consolation of Is’-ra-el; and the Holy 
Ghost was upon him. It was revealed unto him by the | 
Holy Ghost that he should not see death before he had seen 
the Lord’s Christ. And he came by the Spirit into the 
Temple; and when the parents brought in the Child Jé’-gus 
to do for Him after the custom of the Law, then took he 
Him up in his arms, and blessed God, and said, Lord, now 
lettest Thou Thy servant depart in peace, according to Thy 
word; for mine eyes have seen Thy salvation, which Thou 
hast prepared before the face of all people; a light to lighten 
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the Gén’-tiles, and the glory of Thy people Is'-ra-el. And 
J6’-seph and His mother marveled at those things which 
were spoken of Him. And Sim’-e-on blessed them, and said 
unto Ma’-ry, His mother, Behold, this Child is set for the 
fall and rising again of many in Is’-ra-el, and for a sign 
which shall be spoken against; yea, a sword shall pierce 


through thy own soul also, that the thoughts of many hearts 
may be revealed. 

Anna. — There was a prophetess, An’-na, who was of a 
great age and a widow of about fourscore and four years, 
who departed not from the Temple, but served God with 
fastings and prayers night and day. And she, coming in 
that instant, gave thanks likewise unto the Lord, and spake 
of Him to all them that looked for redemption in Je-ru’- 
sa-lém. } 

Comprehensive Bible History. ; 11 
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Third Commandment. 2 . 
Mark 10, 14. Suffer the little children to come unto Me, and 
forbid them not; for of such is the kingdom of God. 
O dearest Jesus, Thee I pray, 
Within my heart now make Thy stay, 
That I, like Simeon of old, 
By faith may gladly Thee enfold. 
Nore. — The presentation of the Christ-child took place on the 
fortieth day.— The first-born son was sanctified and set apart 


unto the Lord as a priest. But as the tribe of Levi had received 
the priesthood, the first-born was released by an offering. 


6. The Visit of the Wise Men. The Flight 
to Egypt. 
Marr. 2. 


The Appearance of the Star. — Now when Jé-gsus was 
born in Béth’-le-hem of Ju-dé’-a, in the days of Hér’-od the 
king, behold, there came wise men from the East to Je-ru’- 
sa-lém, saying, Where is He that is born King of the Jews? 
For we have seen His star in the East, and are come to 
worship Him. When Hér-od the king had heard these 
things, he was troubled, and all Je-ru’-sa-lém with him. 
And when he had gathered all the chief priests and scribes 
of the people together, he demanded of them where Christ 
should be born. And they said unto him, In Béth’-le-hem 
of Ju-dé’-a; for thus it is written by the prophet, And thou 
Béth’-le-hem, in the land of Ji’-da, art not the least among 
the princes of Jii’-da; for out of thee shall come a Governor, 
that shall rule My people Is’-ra-el. Then Hér’-od, when he 
had privily called the wise men, inquired of them diligently 
what time the star appeared. And he sent them to Béth’- 
le-hem and said, Go and search diligently for the young 
Child; and when ye have found Him, bring me word again, 
that I may come and worship Him also. 

The Adoration of the Wise Men. — When they had heard 
the king, they departed; and, lo, the star which they saw 
in the East went before them, till it came and stood over 
where the young Child was. When they saw the star, they 
rejoiced with exceeding great joy. And when they were 
come into the house, they saw the young Child with Ma’-ry, 
His mother, and fell down and worshiped Him; and when 
they had opened their treasures, they presented unto Him 
gifts: gold, and frankincense, and myrrh. And being warned 
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of God in a dream that they should not return to Hér’-od, 
they departed into their own country another way. 

The Flight to Egypt.— And when they were departed, 
behold, the angel of the Lord appeareth to J o’-seph in 
a dream, saying, Arise, and take the young Child and His 
mother, and flee into E’-g¥pt, and be thou there until I bring 
thee word; for Hér’-od will seek the young Child to destroy 
Him. When he arose, he took the young Child and His 
mother by night, and departed into E’-g¥pt, and was there 
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until the death of Hér’-od; that it might be fulfilled which 
was spoken of the Lord by the prophet, saying, Out of E’-g¥pt 
have I called My Son. 

The Murder of the Innocents. — Then Hér’-od, when he 
saw that he was mocked of the wise men, was exceeding 
wroth, and sent forth, and slew all the children that were in 
Béth’-le-hem and in all the coasts thereof, from two years 
old and under, according to the time which he had diligently 
inquired of the wise men. Then was fulfilled that which was 
spoken by Jér’-e-my, the prophet, saying, In Ra’-ma was 
there a voice heard, lamentation, and weeping, and great 
mourning, Ra’-chel weeping for her children, and would not 
be comforted, because they are not. 


+ 
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Nazareth. — But when Hér’-od was dead, behold, an angel 
of the Lord appeareth in a dream to Jo-seph in E’-g¥pt, 
saying, Arise, and take the young Child and His mother, 
and go into the land of Is’-ra-el; for they are dead which 
sought the young Child’s life. And he arose, and took the 
young Child and His mother, and came into the land of 
Ts’-ra-el. But when he heard that Ar-che-la’-us did reign in * 
Ju-dé’-a in the room of his father Hér’-od, he was afraid 
to go thither; notwithstanding, being warned of God in 
a dream, he turned aside into the parts of Gal’-i-lee; and 
he came and dwelt in a city called N&z’-a-réth, that it might 
be fulfilled which was spoken by the prophets, He shall be 
called a N&z-a-réne’. 


Fifth Commandment. — Second Petition. 


Ts. 60,1. Arise, shine; for thy light is come, and the glory of 
the Lord is risen upon thee. 


As with gladness men of old 

Did the guiding star behold; : 
As with joy they hailed its light, 
Leading onward, beaming bright: 
So, most gracious Lord, may we 
Evermore be led by Thee. 


Norre.— “The East,”\a country east of Jerusalem; whether 
Babylonia or some other country, we do not know. 

Frankincense is a substance obtained from a tree which grows 
in the East. It is of a white or yellowish color, and bitter to the 
taste. It has an exceedingly pleasant odor when burned. 

Myrrh, a gum, the thickened sap of a low thorny tree. 
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7. The Child Jesus in the Temple. 
Luke 2, 41—52. 


Jesus Lost. — Now His parents went to Je-ry’-sa-lém 
every year at the feast of the Passover. And when He was 
twelve years old, they went up to Je-ru’-sa-lém after the 
custom of the feast. And when they had fulfilled the days, 
as they returned, the Child Jé-sus tarried behind in Je-ru’- 
sa-lém; and J 0’-seph and His mother knew not of it. But 
they, supposing Him to have been in the company, went 
a day’s Journey; and they sought Him among their kins- 


folk and acquaintance. And when they found Him not, 
they turned back again to Je-ru’-sa-lém, seeking Him. 
Jesus Found. — And it came to pass that after three days 
they found Him in the Temple, sitting in the midst of the 
doctors, both hearing them, and asking them questions. And 
all that heard Him were astonished at His understanding 
and answers. And when they saw Him, they were amazed; 
and His mother said unto Him, Son, why hast Thou thus 
dealt with us? Behold, Thy father and I have sought Thee 
sorrowing. And He said unto them, How is it that ye 
sought Me? Wist ye not that I must be about My Father’s 
business? And they understood not the saying which He 


spake unto them. 
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The Return. — And He went down with them, and came 
to Niz’-a-réth, and was subject unto them; but His mother 
kept all these sayings in her heart. And J é’-sus increased 
in wisdom and stature, and in favor with God and man. 


Third and Fourth Commandments. 


Col. 3,20. Children, obey your parents in all things; for this 
is well pleasing unto the Lord. 


Lord, open Thou my heart to hear, 
And by Thy Word to me draw near; 
Let me Thy Word still pure retain, 
Let me Thy child and heir remain. 


8. John the Baptist. 


Marr. 3, 1—12. Marx 1,1—8. Luxe 3, 1—18. 
Joun 1, 19—28. 


John Preaching Repentance. —In the fifteenth year of 
the reign of Ti-bé’-ri-tis Cae’-sar, Pin’-ti-us Pi’-late being 
governor of Ju-dé-a, the word of God came unto John the 
Bap’-tist, in the wilderness of Ju-dé’-a. And he came into 
all the country about Jér’-dan, preaching the baptism of re- 
pentance for the remission of sins, saying, Repent ye; for 
the kingdom of heaven is at hand. And Jéhn was clothed 
with camel’s hair, and with a leathern girdle about his loins; 
and he did eat locusts and wild honey. Then went out to 
him Je-ru’-sa-lém and all Ju-dé’-a, and all the region round 
about Jér’-dan, and were baptized of him in Jér’-dan, con- 
fessing their sins. But when he saw many of the Phir’-i-sees 
and Sad’-du-ceeg come to his baptism, he said unto them, 
O generation of vipers! who hath warned you to flee from 
the wrath to come? Bring forth, therefore, fruits meet for 
repentance. ‘Think not to say within yourselves, We have 
A’-bra-ham to our father; for I say unto you, God is able 
of these stones to raise up children unto A’-bra-ham. And 
now also the ax is laid unto the root of the trees; therefore 
every tree which bringeth not forth good fruit is hewn down,’ 
and cast into the fire. And the people asked him, saying, 
What shall we do, then? He answereth and saith unto them, 
He that hath two coats, let him impart to him that hath 
none; and he that hath meat, let him do likewise. Then 
came also publicans to be baptized, and said, Master, what 
shall we do? And he said unto them, Exact no more than 
that which is appointed you. And the soldiers likewise de- 
manded of him, saying, And what shall we do? And he 
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said unto them, Do violence to no man, neither accuse any 
falsely, and be content with your wages. 

John’s Testimony of Christ.— And as the people were 
in expectation, and all men mused in their hearts of John 
whether he were the Christ or, not, the Jews sent priests and 
Lé’-vites from Je-ru’-sa-lém to ask him, Who art thou? And 
he confessed, and denied not; but confessed, I am not the 
Christ. And they asked him, What then? Art thou E-li’-as? 
And he saith, I am not. Art thou that Prophet? And he 
answered, No. ‘Then said they unto him, Who art thou? 
What sayest thou of thyself? He said, I am the voice of 
one crying in the wilderness: Make straight the way of the 
Lord, as said the prophet E-sa’-ias. “And they which were 
sent were of the Phir’-i-sees. And they asked him, and said 
unto him, Why baptizest thou then if thou be not Christ, 
nor E-li’-as, neither that Prophet? J6éhn answered them, 
- saying, I indeed baptize you with water; but there standeth 
one among you whom ye know not. He it is who, coming 
after me, is mightier than I, whose shoe’s latchet I am not 
worthy to unloose. He shall baptize you with the Holy Ghost 
and with fire; whose fan is in His hand, and He will thor- 
oughly purge His floor, and gather the wheat into His garner; 
but the chaff He will burn with fire unquenchable. These 
things were done in Béth-3b’-a-ra, beyond Jér’-dan, where 
John was baptizing. 


Confession. — Baptism. 

Acts 2,38. Repent, and be baptized, every one of you, in the 
name of Jesus Christ for the remission of sins, and ye shall re- 
ceive the gift of the Holy Ghost. 

Note. — The “wilderness” where John the Baptist preached 
was in the region of Jordan, north of the Dead Sea. 


Sem’ Teachings and Miracles. 


9. The Baptism of Jesus and His Temptation. 
Marr. 8 and 4. Marx 1. Luxe 3. 


Christ Baptized. —Now when all the people were bap- 
tized, it came to pass that Jé’-sus came from Gal’-i-lee to 
Jér’-dan unto John to be baptized of him. But John for- 
bade Him, saying, I have need to be baptized of Thee; and 
comest Thou to me? And Jé-sus said unto him, Suffer it 
to be so now; for thus it becometh us to fulfil all righteous- 
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ness. Then he suffered Him. And Jé-sus, when He was 
baptized, went up straightway out of the water; and, lo, the 
heavens were opened unto Him, and he saw the Spirit of 
God descending like a dove, and lighting upon Him; and, 
lo, a voice from heaven, saying, This is My beloved Son, in 
whom I am well pleased. And Jé-sus began to. be about 
thirty years of age. 

Christ Tempted. — And Jé-sus, being full of the Holy 
Ghost, returned from Jér’-dan, and immediately the Spirit 


driveth Him into the wilderness to be tempted of the devil. 
And when He had fasted forty days and forty nights, He 
was afterward an hungred. And when the Tempter came 
to Him, he said, If thou be the Son of God, command that 
these stones be made bread. But He answered and said, It 
is written, Man shall not live by bread alone, but by every 
word that proceedeth out of the mouth of God. 

The Second Temptation. — Then the devil taketh Him up 
into the Holy City, and setteth Him on a pinnacle of the 
Temple, and saith unto Him, If Thou be the Son of God, 
east Thyself down; for it is written, He shall give His angels 
charge concerning thee, and in their hands they shall bear 
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thee up, lest at any time thou dash thy foot against a stone. 
And Jé’-sus said unto him, It is written again, Thou shalt 
not tempt the Lord, thy God. 


The Third Temptation. — Again, the devil taketh Him 
up into an exceeding high mountain, and showeth Him all 
the kingdoms of the world, and the glory of them, and saith 
unto Him, All these things will I give Thee if Thou wilt 
fall down and worship me. Then saith Jé’-sus unto him, Get 
thee hence, Sa’-tan; for it is written, Thou shalt worship 
the Lord, thy God, and Him only shalt thou serve. Then the 
devil leaveth Him, and, behold, angels came and ministered 
unto Him. 

Baptism. — Sixth Petition. — First Article: The Triune God; 
Evil Angels. 

1 Pet.5,8.9. Be sober, be vigilant; because your adversary, 
the devil, as a roaring lion, walketh about, seeking whom he may 
devour; whom resist steadfast in the faith. 

John 3, 5. Verily, verily, I say unto thee, Except a man be 
born of water and of the Spirit, he cannot enter into the king- 
dom of God. 

He was baptized in Jordan’s flood, 

The holy, heavenly Lamb of God, 

And thereby He who did no sin 

From all our sins hath washed us clean. 


Nore. — Jesus came to John to be baptized about six months 
after John had begun to preach. 


10. The First Disciples. 
Joun 1, 29—57. 


The Disciples Called. — And Jéhn seeth Jé’-sus coming 
unto him and saith, Behold the Lamb of God, which taketh 
away the sin of the world. This is He of whom I said, After 
me cometh a Man which is preferred before me; for He was 
before me. This is the Son of God. The next day after, 
John stood, and two of his disciples; and looking upon 
Jé’-sus as He walked, he saith, Behold the Lamb of God! 
And the two disciples heard him speak, and they followed 
Jé’-sus. Then Jé’-sus turned, and saw them following, and 
saith unto them, What seek ye? They said unto Him, 
Rab’-bi, (which is Master,) where dwellest Thou? He saith 
unto them, Come and see. They came and saw where He 
dwelt, and abode with Him that day. One of the two, which 
heard Jéhn speak, and followed Him, was An’-drew, Si’-mon 
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Pé’-ter’s brother. He first findeth his own brother Si’-mon 
and saith unto him, We have found the Mes-si’-as (Christ) 
And he brought him to Jé’-gus. And when Jé’ -sus beheld 
him, He said, Thou art Simon, the son of Jd’-na; thou 
shalt be called Qé’-phas (Stone). The day following, Te ~gus 
findeth Phil’-ip, and saith unto him, Follow Me. Phil’-ip 
findeth Na-thin’-a-el, and saith unto him, We have found 
Him of whom M3o’-seg in the Law, and the prophets, did 
write, Jé’-gsus of Niz’-a-réth, the son of Jd’-seph. And Na- 
than’-a-el said unto him, Can there any good thing come 
out of N&z’-a-réth? Phil’-ip saith unto him, Come and see. 
Jé-sus saw Na-thin’-a-el coming to Him, and saith of him, 
Behold an {s’-ra-el-ite indeed, in whom’is no guile! WNa- 
thin’-a-el saith unto Him, Whence knowest Thou me? Jé- 
sus answered ‘and said unto him, Before that Phil’-ip called 
thee, when thou wast under the fig-tree, I saw thee. Na- 
thin’-a-el answered and saith unto Him, Rab’-bi, Thou art 
the Son of God; Thou art the King of Is’-ra-el. Jé-sus 
answered and said unto him, Because I said unto thee, I saw 
thee under the fig-tree, believest thou? Thou shalt see greater 
things than these. Verily, verily, I say unto you, Hereafter 
ye shall see heaven open, and the angels of God ascending 
and descending upon the Son of Man. 


Second Petition. 


Matt. 9, 37. 38. The harvest, truly, is plenteous, but the la- 
borers are few; pray ye therefore the Lord of the harvest that 
He will send forth laborers into His harvest. 


Come, follow Me, the Savior spake, 

All in My way abiding; 

Deny yourselves, the world forsake, ’ 
Obey My call and guiding. 

Oh, bear the cross, whate’er betide; 

Take My example for your guide. 


11. The Sermon on the Mount. 
Marr. 5—7. 


The Beatitudes. — And Jé’-gus, seeing the multitudes, 
went up into a mountain; and when He was set, His dis- 
ciples came unto Him, and He taught them, saying, Blessed 
are the poor in spirit; for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. 
Blessed are they that mourn; for they shall be comforted. 
Blessed are the meek; for they shall inherit the earth. 


\ 
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Blessed are they which do hunger and thirst after righteous- 
ness; for they shall be filled. Blessed are the merciful; for 
they shall obtain mercy. Blessed are the pure in heart; 
for they shall see God. Blessed are the peacemakers; for 
they shall be called the children of God. Blessed are they 
which are persecuted for righteousness’ sake; for theirs is 
the kingdom of heaven. Blessed are ye when men shall re- 
vile you, and persecute you, and shall say all manner of evil 
against you falsely, for My sake. Rejoice and be exceeding 
glad; for great is your reward in heaven; for so persecuted 
they the prophets which were before you. 


Love of Enemies.— Love your enemies, bless them that 
curse you, do good to them that hate you, and pray for them 
which despitefully use you and persecute you, that ye may 
be the children of your Father which is in heaven; for He 
maketh His sun to rise on the evil and on the good, and 
sendeth rain on the just and on the unjust. Be ye, therefore, 
perfect, even as your Father which is in heaven is perfect. 
When thou doest alms, let not thy left hand know what thy 
right hand doeth. 


Prayer. — When thou prayest, thou shalt not be as the 
hypocrites are; for they love to pray standing in the syna- 
gogs and in the corners of the streets, that they may be seen 
of men. Verily, I say unto you, They have their reward. 
But thou, when thou prayest, enter into thy closet, and 
when thou hast shut thy door, pray to thy Father which is 
in secret; and thy Father, which seeth in secret, shall reward 
thee openly. But when ye pray, use not vain repetitions, as 
the heathen do; for they think that they shall be heard for 
their much speaking. Be not ye, therefore, like unto them. 
After this manner therefore pray ye: 

Our Father who art in heaven; Hallowed be thy name; 
Thy kingdom come; Thy will be done on earth as it is in 
heaven; Give us this day our daily bread; And forgive us 
our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
And lead us not into temptation; But deliver us from evil; 
For Thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory 
forever and ever. Amen. 

For if ye forgive men their trespasses, your heavenly 
Father will also forgive you; but if ye forgive not men their 
trespasses, neither will your Father forgive your trespasses. 

Care. — Take no thought for your life, what ye shall eat, 


or what ye shall drink; nor yet for your body, what ye shall 
put on. Is not the life more than meat, and the body than 
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raiment? Behold the fowls of the air; for they sow not, 
neither do they reap, nor gather into barns; yet your heay- 
enly Father feedeth them. Are ye not much better than 
they? Consider the lilies of the field, how they grow; they 
toil not, neither do they spin; and yet I say unto you, That 
even S6l’-o-mon in all his glory was not arrayed like one 
of these. Wherefore, if God so clothe the grass of the field, 
which to-day is, and to-morrow is cast into the oven, shall 
He not much more clothe you, O ye of little faith? There- 
fore take no thought, saying, What shall we eat? or, What 
shall we drink? or, Wherewithal shall we be clothed? (for 
after all these things do the Gén’-tiles seek). For your 
heavenly Father knoweth that ye have need of all these 
things. But seek ye first the kingdom of God and His 
righteousness, and all these things shall be added unto you. 

Matt. 7,29. He taught them as one having authority, and not 
as the scribes, 


12. The Marriage in Cana. 
Joun 2, 1—11. 


The First Miracle. — And the third day there was a mar- 
riage in Oa’-na of Gal’-i-lee; and the mother of Jé’-sus was 
there; and both Jé-sus was called, and His disciples, to the 
marriage. And when they wanted wine, the mother of Jé-sus 
saith unto Him, They have no wine. Jé’-gus saith unto her, 
Woman, what have I to do with thee? Mine hour is not yet 
come. His mother saith unto the servants, Whatsoever He 
saith unto you, do it. And there were set there six water- 
pots of stone, after the manner of the purifying of the Jews, 
containing two or three firkins apiece. Jé@-sus saith unto 
them, Fill the water-pots with water. And they filled them 
up to the brim. And He saith unto them, Draw out now, 
and bear unto the governor of the feast. And they bare it. 
When the ruler of the feast had tasted the water that was 
made wine, and knew not whence it was (but the servants 
which drew the water knew), the governor of the feast called 
the bridegroom and saith unto him, Every man at the begin- 
ning doth set forth good wine, and when men have well 
drunk, then that which is worse; but thou hast kept the good 
wine until now. This beginning of miracles did Jé’-gus in 
Ca’-na of Gal’-i-lee, and manifested forth His glory; and 
His disciples believed on Him. 
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Second Article: Rays of hidden glory. 
John 1,14. And the Word was made flesh and dwelt among us; 


and we beheld His glory, the glory as of the Only-begotten of the 
Father, full of grace and truth. 


Oh, blest the house, whate’er befall, d 
Where Jesus Christ is all in all! 

Yea, if He were not dwelling there, \ 
How poor, and dark, and void it were! 


Notre. — Cana was a village near Nazareth. 
The Lord furnished about ninety gallons of wine. 
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13. Jesus and the Samaritans. 
Joun 4, 1—48. 


At Jacob’s Well. — And Jé’-sus left Ju-dé’-a, and departed 
again into Gal’-i-lee. And He must needs go through Sa- 
ma’-ri-a. Then cometh He to a city of Sa-ma’-ri-a, which 
is called Sy’ -char. Now Ja’-cob’s well was there. Jé-sus 
therefore, being wearied with His journey, sat thus at the 
well. There cometh a woman of Sa-ma’-ri-a to draw water. 
Jé’-sus saith unto her, Give Me to drink. (For His disciples 
were gone away unto the city to buy meat.) Then saith the 
woman of Sa-ma’-ri-a unto Him, How is it that Thou, being 
a Jew, askest drink of me, which am a woman of Sa-ma’-ri-a? 
(For the Jews have no dealings with the Sa-m§ar’-i-tans.) 


Christ, the Living Water. — Jé-sus answered, If thou 
knewest the gift of God, and who it is that saith to thee, 
Give Me to drink, thou wouldest have asked of Him, and 
He would have given thee living water. The woman saith 
unto mt ae Thou hast nothing to draw with, and the well 
is deep; "from whence, then, hast Thou that living water ? 
Art Thou greater than our father Ja ’-cob, which gave us the 
well, and drank thereof himself, and his children and his 
cattle? Je ~gus answered, Whosoever drinketh of this water 
shall thirst again; but whosoever drinketh of the water that 
I shall give him shall never thirst. The woman saith unto 
Him, Sir, give me this water, that I thirst not, neither come 
hither to ‘draw. J6-sus saith unto her, Go, call thy husband, 
and come hither. The woman answered and said, I have no 
husband. Jé’-sus said unto her, Thou hast well said, I have 
no husband; for thou hast had ‘five husbands; and he whom 
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thou now hast is not thy husband. The woman saith unto 
Him, Sir, I perceive that. Thou art a prophet. 


True Worship. — Our fathers worshiped in this mountain; 
and ye say that i in Je-ru’-sa-lém is the place where men ought 
to worship. Jé’-sus saith unto her, Woman, believe Me, the 
hour cometh when ye shall neither in this mountain nor yet 
at Je-ru’-sa-lém worship the Father. Ye worship ye know 
not what; we know what we worship; for salvation i is of the 
Jews. | But the hour cometh, and now is, when the true 
worshipers shall worship the Father in spirit and in truth; 
for the Father seeketh such to worship Him. God 2 is a Spirit; 
and they that worship Him must worship Him in spirit and 
in truth. The woman saith unto Him, I know that Mes-si’-as 
cometh, which is called Christ; when He is come, He will 
tell us all things. Jé’-sus saith unto her, I that speak unto 
thee am He. 


The Samaritans Believe. — The woman then left her 
water-pot, and went her way into the city, and saith to the 
men, Come, see a man which told me all the things that ever 
I did; is not this the Christ? Then they went out of the 
city, and came unto Him, and besought Him that He would 
tarry with them; and He abode there two days. And many 
more believed because of His own word, and said unto the 
‘woman, Now we believe, not because of thy saying; for we 
have heard Him ourselves, and know that this is indeed the 
Christ, the Sav’-ior of the world. Now after two days He 
departed thence, and went into Gal’-i-lee. 

Third Commandment. — Sixth Commandment. — Of Prayer in 
General: How and where should we pray? 

Rom. 10, 17. So, then, faith cometh by hearing, and hearing 
by the Word of God. 


I heard the voice of Jesus say, 
“Behold, I freely give 

The living water; thirsty one, 
Stoop down, and drink, and live!” 


I came to Jesus, and I drank 

Of that life-giving stream; 

My thirst was quenched, my soul revived, 
And now I live in Him. 


Norr. — Sychar, or Shechem, is situated between Mount Ger- 
izim and Mount Ebal in Samaria. It was the chief city of the 
Samaritans. The religion of the Samaritans was a mixture of 
Judaism and heathenism. Their temple was on Mount Gerizim. 
Intense hatred existed between Jews and Samaritans, 
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14. dha Conversation with Nicodemus. » 
JouHNn 3, 1—17. 


Nicodemus. — There was a man of the Phiar’-i-sees, named 
Nic-o-dé’-mus, a ruler of the Jews. The same came to Jé-sus 
by night and said unto Him, Rab’-bi, we know that Thou art 
a teacher come from God; for no man can do these miracles 
that Thou doest, except God be with him. Jé’-sus said unto 
him, Verily, merilyy I say unto thee: Hacept a man be born 
again, he cannot see the kingdom of God. WNic-o-dé’-mus 
saith unto Him, How can a man be born when he is old? 
Jé-sus answered, Except a man be born of water and of the 
Spirit, he cannot enter into the kingdom of God. That which 
is born of the flesh is flesh; and that which is born of the 
Spirit is spirit. Marvel not that I said unto thee, Ye must 
be born again. The wind bloweth where it listeth, and thou 
hearest the sound thereof, but canst not tell whence it cometh, 
and whither it goeth. So is every one that is born of the 
Spirit. Nic-o-dé’-mus answered and said unto Him, How 
can these things be? Jé’-sus answered and said unto him, 
Art thou a master of Is’-ra-el, and knowest not these things? 
Verily, verily, I say unto thee, We speak that we do know, 
and testify that we have seen; and ye receive not our wit- 
ness. If I have told you earthly things, and ye believe not, 
how shall ye believe if I tell you of heavenly things? And 
as M6’-seg lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, even so 
must the Son of Man be lifted up, that whosoever believeth 
in Him should not perish, but have eternal life. God so 
loved the world that He gave His only-begotten Son, that 
whosoever believeth in Him should not perish, but have ever- 
lasting life. For God sent not His Son into the world to: 
Ca the world, but that the world through Him might 

e save 


Baptism: Regeneration. 
Eph. 4,24. Put on the new man, which after God is created 
in righteousness and true holiness. 
That by the water and the Word 
We’re born again, we thank Thee, Lord! 


In life and death Thine let us be, 
And Thine in all eternity. 
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15. Peter’s Draught of Fishes. The Twelve 
Apostles. 
Luxe 5, 1—11. Marr. 10, 1—10. 


~The Sermon.— And it came to pass that, as the people 
pressed upon Him to hear the Word of God, He stood by the 
Lake of Gén-nés’-a-rét, and saw two ships standing by the 
lake; but the fishermen were gone out of them, and were 
washing their nets. And He entered into one of the ships, 
which was Si’-mon’s, and prayed him that he would thrust 
out a little from the land. And He sat down, and taught 
the people out of the ship. 
The Miracle. — Now, when He had left speaking, He said 


unto Si’-mon, Launch out into the deep, and let down your 
nets for a draught. And Si’-mon, answering, said unto Him, 
Master, we have toiled all the night and have taken nothing; 
nevertheless, at Thy word I will let down the nets. And 
when they had this done, they inclosed a great multitude of 
fishes; and their net brake. And they beckoned unto their 
partners, which were in the other ship, that they should come 
and help them. And they came and filled both ships, so that 
they began to sink. When Si-mon Pé-ter saw it, he fell 
down at Jé’-sus’ knees, saying, Depart from me; for I am 
a sinful man, O Lord. For he was astonished, and all that 
were with him, at the draught of the fishes which they had 
taken; and so was also James and Joéhn, the sons of Zéb’-e- 
dee, which were partners with Si’-mon. 
Comprehensive Bible History. 12 
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The Call. — And Jé’-sus said unto Si’-mon, Fear not; 
from henceforth thou shalt catch men. And when they 
had brought their ships to land, they forsook all, and fol- 
lowed Him. : 

The Twelve Apostles. — And Jé’-sus called unto Him His 
twelve disciples, and gave them power against unclean spirits, 
to cast them out, and to heal all manner of sickness and all 
manner of disease. Now the names of the twelve apostles 
are these: The first, Si’-mon, who is called Pa’-ter, and An’- 
drew, his brother; James, the son of Zéb’-e-dee, and John, 
his brother; Phil’-ip and Bar-thél’-o-mew; Thdm’-as, and 
Miat'-thew, the publican; James, the son of Al-phae’-us, and 
Leb-bae’-us, whose surname was Thad-dae-us; Si’-mon, the 
Ca’-naan-ite, and Ju’-das Is-ciar’-i-ot, who also betrayed Him. 
These twelve Jé-sus sent forth and commanded them, saying, 
Go, preach, saying, The kingdom of heaven is at hand. Heal 
the sick, cleanse the lepers, raise the dead, cast out devils. 
Freely ye have received, freely give. 

Third Commandment. — Fourth Petition. 

Ps. 127, 2. It is vain for you to rise up early, to sit up late, to 
eat the bread of sorrows; for so He giveth His beloved sleep. 

And gently grant Thy blessing 
That we may do Thy will, 
No more Thy ways transgressing, 
Our proper task fulfil; 
With Peter’s full affiance 
Let down our nets again; 
* If Thou art our Reliance, 
Our toil will not be vain. 


Notr. — The Sea of Gennesaret, also called Sea of Tiberias or 
Sea of Galilee, is thirteen miles long and about seven miles wide. 
Now, as in the time of this story, it abounds in fish. Among the 
cities which stood on its shore were Ca-per’-na-um, Beth-sa’-i-da, 
and Ti-be’-ri-as. 


16. The Leper and the Centurion of 
Capernaum. 
Mart. 8, 1—18. : 


The Leper. — When Jé’-sus was come down from the 
mountain, great multitudes followed Him. And, behold, 
there came a leper and worshiped Him, saying, Lord, if 
Thou wilt, Thou canst make me clean. And Jé’-sus put 
forth His hand and touche him, saying, I will; be thou 
clean. And immediately his leprosy was cleansed. And 


16. The Leper and the Centurion of Capernaum. 179 


Jé’-gus saith unto him, See thou tell no man; but go thy 
way, show thyself to the priest, and offer the gift that Ma’- 
ses commanded, for a testimony unto them. 


The Centurion’s Servant.— And when Jé-sus was en- 
tered into Ca-pér’-na-iim, there came unto Him a centurion, 
beseeching Him, and saying, Lord, my servant lieth at home 
sick of the palsy, grievously tormented. And Jé-sus saith 
unto him, I will come and heal him. The centurion answered 
and said, Lord, I am not worthy that Thou shouldest come 
under my roof; but speak the word only, and my servant 
shall be healed. For I am a man under authority, having 
soldiers under me; and I say to this man, Go, and he goeth; 
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and to another, Come, and he cometh; and to my servant, 
Do this, and he doeth it. When Jé-sus heard it, He marveled, 
and said to them that followed, Verily, I say unto you, I have 
not found so great faith, no, not in Is’-ra-el. And I say unto 
you, That many shall come from the east and west, and shall 
sit down with A’-bra-ham, and I’-saac, and Ja’-cob in the 
kingdom of heaven; but the children of the kingdom shall 
be east out into outer darkness; there shall be weeping and 
gnashing of teeth. And Jé’-sus said unto the centurion, Go 
thy way; and as thou hast believed, so be it done unto thee. 
And his servant was healed in the selfsame hour. 


First Article: Faith. 
Heb. 11, 1. Now faith is the substance of things hoped for, the 


evidence of things not seen. 
John 20, 29. Blessed are they that have not seen and yet have 


believed. 
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How firm a foundation, ye saints of the Lord, 

Is laid for your faith in His excellent Word: 
What more can He say than to you He hath said, 
Who unto the Savior for refuge have fled? 


Notre. — Centurion was the title of a Roman officer, captain 
of a company of one hundred soldiers. 

A servant in those days was a slave. 

Leprosy is a dreadful disease, still found in the East. 

Palsy is a disease which deprives the part affected of sensa- 
tion or the power oi motion or of both. 


17. The Man Sick of the Palsy. Jesus Stilleth 
the Tempest. 
Mart. 9, 1—8; Mark 2, 1—12. Marr. 8, 23—27. 


The Throng.— And He passed over, and came into His 
own city. And, behold, they brought to Him a man sick of 
the palsy, lying on a bed, which was borne of four. And 
when they could not come nigh unto Him for the press, 
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they uncovered the roof where He was, and let down the bed 
wherein the sick of the palsy lay. And Jé-gus, seeing their 
faith, said unto the sick of the palsy, Son, be of good cheer; 
thy sins be forgiven thee. 

Evil Thoughts. — And, behold, the scribes and the Phir’- 
i-seeg began to reason in their hearts, saying, This man blas- 
phemeth. Who can forgive sins but God only? And Jé’-sus 
knowing their thoughts, said, Wherefore think ye evil in 
your hearts? For whether is easier to say, Thy sins be for- 
given thee; or to say, Arise, and take up thy bed, and walk? 

The Miracle. — But that ye may know that the Son of 
Man hath power on earth to forgive sins, (then saith He to 
the sick of the palsy,) Arise, take up thy bed, and go thy 


way into thine house. And immediately he arose, took up 
the bed, and departed to his own house. But when the mul- 
titude saw it, they marveled, and glorified God, which had 
given such power unto men. 

Jesus Stills the Tempest. — And when He was entered 
into a ship, His disciples followed Him. And, behold, there 
arose a great tempest in the sea, insomuch that the ship was 
covered with the waves; but He was asleep. And His dis- 
ciples came to Him, and awoke Him, saying, Lord, save us; 
we perish. And He saith unto them, Why are ye fearful, 
O ye of little faith? Then He arose and rebuked the winds 
and the sea; and there was a great calm. But the men 
marveled, saying, What manner of man is this, that even the 
winds and the sea obey Him! 

Second Article: Jesus true God and true man. ‘ 

Matt. 28,18. All power is given unto Me in heaven and in earth. 
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Jesus, Savior, pilot me 

Over life’s tempestuous sea; 
Unknown waves before me roll, 
Hiding rock and treacherous shoal; 
Chart and compass came from Thee: 
Jesus, Savior, pilot me! 


Norse. — “His own city” — Capernaum. 
’ Scribes — the copyists of the Law. 
Pharisees (separated) — one of the most powerful sects among 
the Jews in the time of our Lord. 


18. The Raising of the Ruler’s Daughter and 
of the Widow’s Son. 
Matr.9. Mark 5. Luxe 7. 8. 


_ Jairus. — And, behold, there came a man named Ja-1’-rus, 
a ruler of the synagog, and he fell down at Jé-gsus’ feet, 


\ 
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and besought Him that He would come into his house ; for 

he had one only daughter, about twelve years of age, and she 

lay a-dying. But as He went, there cometh one from the 

ruler of the synagog’s house, saying to Him, Thy. daughter 

is dead; trouble not the Master. But when Jé’-sus heard it, 
He answered him, saying, Fear not, only believe, and she 

shall be made whole. 


The Maiden Raised. — And when Jé’-sus came into the 
ruler’s house, and saw the minstrels and the people making 
a noise, He said unto them, Give place; for the maid is not 
dead, but_sleepeth. And they laughed Him to scorn. But 
when the people were put forth, He went in and took her 
by the hand, and said unto her, Tal’-i-tha, ci’-mi; which is, 
being interpreted, Damsel, I say unto thee, Arise. And 
straightway the damsel arose and walked; and He com- 
manded to give her meat. And the fame hereof went abroad 


into all that land. 
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_. The Funeral at Nain. — And it came to pass the day after 
that He went into a city called 'Na’-in; and many of His 
disciples went with Him and much people. Now, when He 
came nigh to the gate of the city, behold, there was a dead 
man carried out, the only son of his mother, and she was 
a widow: and much people of the city was with her. 


The Resurrection. — And when the Lord saw her, He had 
compassion on her and said unto her, Weep not. And He 
came and touched the bier; and they that bare him stood 
still. And He said, Young man, I say unto thee, Arise. And 
he that was dead sat up, and began to speak. And He de- 
livered him to his mother. And there came a fear on all; 
and they glorified God, saying, That a great prophet is risen 
up among us; and, That God hath visited His people. And 
this rumor of Him went forth throughout all Ju-dé’-a and 
throughout all the region round about. 


Third Article: “TI believe in the resurrection of the body.” 
John 5, 28.29. The hour is coming in which all that are in the 
graves shall hear His voice, and shall come forth: they that have 


done good, unto the resurrection of life; and they that have done 
evil, unto the resurrection of damnation. 


Nore. — Nain (“beauty”), a considerable town six miles south- 
east of Nazareth. 


“Gate of the city.” Even smaller towns were surrounded by 
walls, and the entrances to them were secured by gates of either 
wood, iron, or brass. 


19. Healing on the Sabbath. The Withered 
Hand. Bethesda. 


Marr. 12. Joun 5, 1—16. 


The Withered Hand. — At that time Jé@-sus went on 
the Sabbath-day into their synagog. And, behold, there was 
a man which had his hand withered. And they asked him, 
saying, Is it lawful to heal on the Sabbath-days? that they 
might accuse Him. And He said unto them, What man 
shall there be among you that shall have one sheep, and if 
it fall into a pit on the Sabbath-day, will he not lay hold 
on it, and lift it out? How much, then, is a man better 
than a sheep? Wherefore it is lawful to do well on the 
Sabbath-days. Then saith He to the man, Stretch forth 
thine hand. And he stretched it forth; and it was restored 
whole, like as the other. 
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The Pool of Bethesda. — Now, there is at Je-ru’-sa-lém 
by the sheep-market a pool, which is called in the Hé’-brew 
tongue Be-thés’-da, having five porches. In these lay a great 
multitude of impotent folk, of blind, halt, withered, waiting 
for the moving of the water. For an angel went down at 
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a certain season into the pool, and troubled the water; who- 
soever then first, after the troubling of the water, stepped 
in was made whole of whatsoever disease he had. 

The Impotent Man. — And a certain man was there, 
which had an infirmity thirty and eight years. When Jé-gus 
saw him lie, and knew that he had been now a long time 
in that case,. He saith unto him, Wilt thou be made whole? 
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The impotent man answered him, Sir, I have no man, when 
the water is troubled, to put me into the pool; but ‘while 
I am coming, another steppeth down before me. Jé-sus 
saith unto him, Rise, take up thy bed, and walk. And im- 
mediately the man was made whole, and took up his bed, 
and walked; and on the same day was the Sabbath. 

The Jews Angry. — The Jews, therefore, said unto him 
that was cured, It is the Sabbath-day; it is not lawful for 
thee to carry thy bed. He answered them, He that made me 
whole, the same said unto me, Take up thy bed and walk. 
Then asked they him, What man is that which said unto 
thee, Take up thy bed and walk? And he that was healed 
wist not who it was; for Jé’-sus had conveyed Himself away, 
a multitude being in that place. Afterward Jé’-gsus findeth 
him in the Temple, and said unto him, Behold, thou art 
made whole; sin no more, lest a worse thing come unto thee. 
The man departed, and told the Jews that it was Jé’-sus 
which had made him whole. And therefore did the Jews 
persecute Jé’-sus, and sought to slay Him, because He had 
done these things on the Sabbath-day. 

Third Commandment: Sabbath. 


Matt. 12,8. For the Son of Man is Lord even of the Sabbath- 
day. 


20. The Sower. 
Mart. 13, 1—23. Mark 4, 1—20. Luxe 8, 4—15. 


The Parable. — And when much people were gathered to- 
gether and were come to Him out of every city, He spake by 
a parable: A sower went out to sow his seed; and as he 
sowed, some fell by the wayside; and it was trodden down, 
and the fowls of the air devoured it. And some fell upon 
a rock; and as soon as it was sprung up, it withered away 
because it lacked moisture. And some fell among thorns, ~ 
and the thorns sprang up with it and choked it. And others 
fell on good ground, and sprang up, and bare fruit, some 
an hundredfold, some sixtyfold, some thirtyfold. And when 
He had said these things, He cried, He that hath ears to 
hear, let him hear. 

_ Lhe Explanation.— And His disciples asked Him, say- 
ing, What might this parable be? And He said, The seed 
is the Word of God. Those by the wayside are they that 
hear; then cometh the devil, and taketh away the Word out 
of their hearts, lest they should believe and be saved. They 
on the rock are they which, when they hear, receive the Word 
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with joy; and these have no root, which for a while believe, 
and in time of temptation fall away. And that which fell 
among the thorns are they which, when they have heard, 
go forth, and are choked with cares of this world, and the 
deceitfulness of riches, and pleasures of this life, and bring 
no fruit to perfection. But that on the good ground are 
they which in an honest and good heart, having heard the 
Word, keep it, and bring forth fruit with patience. 


Second Petition. 
Luke 11, 28. Blessed are they that hear the Word of God, and 
keep it. 
Lord, open Thou my heart to hear, 
And by Thy Word to me draw near. 
Let me Thy Word still pure retain; 
Let me Thy child and heir remain. 


21. The Tares among the Wheat. 
The Draw- Net. 
Mart. 13. 


The Tares among the, Wheat. — Another parable put He 
forth unto them,-saying, The kingdom of heaven is likened 
unto a man which sowed good seed in his field; but while 
men slept, his enemy came and sowed tares among the wheat, 
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and went his way. But when the blade was sprung up, and 
brought forth fruit, then appeared the tare’ also. So the 
servants of the householder came and said unto him, Sir, 
didst not thou sow good seed in thy field? From whence, 
then, hath it tares? He said unto them, An enemy hath 
done this. The servants said unto him, Wilt thou, then, 
that we go and gather them up? But he said, Nay; lest 
while ye gather up the tares, ye root up also the wheat with 
them. Let both grow together until the harvest; and in the 
time of harvest I will say to the reapers, Gather ye together 
first the tares, and bind them in bundles to burn them; but 
gather the wheat into my barn. 

The Explanation. — Then Jé-sus sent the multitude 
away, and went into the house. And His disciples came 
unto Him, saying, Declare unto us the parable of the tares 
of the field. He answered and said unto them, He that 
soweth the good seed is the Son of Man; the field is the 
world; the good seed are the children of the kingdom; but 
the tares are the children of the Wicked One; the enemy 
that sowed them is the devil; the harvest is the end of the 
world; and the reapers are the angels. As therefore the 
tares are gathered and burned in the fire, so shall it be in 
the end of this world. The Son of Man shall send forth 
His angels, and they shall gather out of His kingdom all 
things that offend, and them which do iniquity, and shall 
cast them into a furnace of fire; there shall be wailing and 
gnashing of teeth. Then shall the righteous shine forth as 
the sun in the kingdom of their Father. Who hath ears to 
hear, let him hear. 

The Net. — Again, the kingdom of heaven is like unto 
a net that was cast into the sea, and gathered of every kind; 
which, when it was full, they drew to shore, and sat down, 
and gathered the good into vessels, but cast the bad away. 
So shall it be at the end of the world: the angels shall come 
forth, and sever the wicked from among the just, and shall 
cast them into the furnace of fire; there shall be wailing 
and gnashing of teeth. 

Third Article: The Church. 

2 Cor. 13,5. Examine yourselves whether ye be in the faith; 
prove your own selves. 


Lord Jesus Christ, with us abide, 

For round us falls the eventide; 

Let not Thy Word, that heav’nly light, 
For us be ever veiled in night. 
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22.. Death of John the Baptist. 
Marr. 11.14. Marx 6. 


Herod Imprisons John. — At that time Hér’-od the Tat’- 
rarch heard of the fame of Jé’-sus, and said unto his servants, © 
This is John the Bap’-tist; he is risen from the dead, and 
therefore mighty works do show forth themselves in Him. 
For Hér’-od had laid hold on Jéhn, and bound him, and put 
him in prison for He-ré’-di-as’ sake, his brother Phil’-ip’s 
wife. For Jéhn said unto him, It is not lawful for thee to 
have her. And when he would have put him to death, he 
feared the multitude, because they counted him as a prophet. 


John’s Message to Jesus. — Now, when John had heard 
in the prison the works of Christ, he sent two of his disciples, . 
and said unto Him, Art Thou He that should come, or do 
we look for another? Jé’-sus answered and said unto them, 
Go and show John again those things which ye do hear and 
see: The blind receive their sight, and the lame walk, the 
lepers are cleansed, and the deaf hear, the dead are raised 
up, and the poor have the Gospel preached to them. And 
blessed is he whosoever shall not be offended in Me. 


Herod’s. Birthday. — But when Hér’-od’s birthday was 
kept, the daughter of He-rd’-di-as danced before them, and 
pleased Hér’-od. And the king said unto the damsel, Ask 
of me whatsoever thou wilt, and I will give it thee. And 
he sware unto her, Whatsoever thou shalt ask of me, I will 
give it thee, unto the half of my kingdom. And she went 
forth, and said unto her mother, What shall I ask? And 
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she said, The head of Jéhn the Bap’-tist. And she came in 
straightway with haste unto the king and asked, saying, 
I will that thou give me the head of John the Bap-tist. 


John Beheaded. — And the king was exceeding sorry; yet 
for his oath’s sake, and for their sakes which sat with him, 
he would not reject her. And he sent an executioner, and 
commanded his head to be brought; and he went, and be- 
headed him in the prison, and brought his head in a charger, 
and gave it to the damsel; and the damsel gave it to her 
mother. And when his disciples heard of it, they came and 
took up his corpse, and laid it in a tomb. 

Second Commandment: Oaths in uncertain things. — Fifth 
Commandment. — Siath Commandment. 

Rev. 2, 10. Be thou faithful unto death, and I will give thee 
a crown of life. 


23. Feeding of the Five Thousand Men. 


Mart. 14, 13—21. Marx 6, 34-44. Luxe 9, 10—17. 
Joun 6, 1—16. - 


The Multitude in Want. — After these things, Jé’-sus 
went over the Sea of Gal’-i-lee, and a great multitude fol- 
lowed Him, because they saw His miracles which He did on 
them that were diseased. And Jé’-sus went up into a moun- 
tain, and there He sat with His disciples. And the Passover, 
a feast of the Jews, was nigh. When Jé’-sus then lifted up 
His eyes, and saw a great company come unto Him, He 
was moved with compassion toward them, because they were 
as sheep not having a shepherd. And He spake unto them 
of the kingdom of God, and healed their sick. And when 
the day was now far spent, His disciples came unto Him 
and said, This is a desert place, and now the time is far 
past; send them away that they may go into the country 
round about and into the villages, and buy themselves bread; 
for they have nothing to eat. 


Philip Proved.— Then saith He unto Phil’-ip, Whence 
shall we buy bread that these may eat? And this He said 
to prove him; for He himself knew what He would do. 
Phil’-ip answered Him, Two hundred pennyworth of bread 
is not sufficient for them, that every one of them may take 
a little. One of His disciples, An’-drew, Si/-mon Pé’-ter’s 
brother, saith unto Him, There is a lad here which hath five 


barley-loaves and two small fishes; but what are they among 
so many? 
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The Miracle. — And He commanded them to make all sit 
down by companies upon the green grass; and they sat down 
in ranks by hundreds and by fifties. So the men sat down 
in number about five thousand. And when He had taken 
the five loaves and the two fishes, He looked up to heaven, 
and blessed, and brake the loaves, and gave them to His 
disciples, and the disciples to them that were set down; and 
likewise of the fishes, as much as they would. When they 
were filled, He said unto His disciples, Gather up the frag- 


ments that remain, that nothing be lost. Therefore, they 
gathered them together and filled twelve baskets with the 
fragments of the five barley-loaves and of the fishes. 

The Attempt to Make Jesus King. — Then those men, 
when they had seen the miracle that Jé’-sus did, said, This 
is of a truth that Prophet that should come into the world. 
When Jé’-sus therefore perceived that they would come and 
take Him by force, to make Him‘a king, He departed into 
a mountain to pray, Himself alone. 

Fourth Petition. 

Matt. 6,33. Seek ye first the kingdom of God and His right- 
eousness, and all these things shall be added unto you. 


= 
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Thou feedest us from year to year, 
And constant dost abide; 
With ready help in time of fear 
Thou standest at our side. 
Nots. — “Two hundred pennyworth” — about $32. (Penny = 
denarius, a Roman silver coin, worth about 16 cents.) They ~ 
probably had so much in their common treasury. 


24. Christ Walks on the Sea. The Gergesenes. 
Mart. 14 and 8. Marx 5. Lukes 8. 


Jesus Comes to the Disciples. — And when even was now 
come, His disciples went down unto the sea, and entered into 
a ship, and went over the sea toward Ca-pér’-na-tiim. And 


it was now dark, and Jé’-sus was not come to them. But 
the ship was now in the midst of the sea, tossed with waves; 
for the wind was contrary. And in the fourth watch of the 
night Jé’-sus went unto them, walking on the sea. And 
when the disciples saw Him walking on the sea, they were 
troubled, saying, It is a spirit; and they cried out for fear. 
But straightway Jé’-sus spake unto them, saying, Be of good 
cheer; it is I; be not afraid. 

Peter Walks on the Sea. — And Pé’-ter answered Him | 
and said, Lord, if it be Thou, bid me come unto Thee on 
the water. And He said, Come. And when Pé-ter was 
come down out of the ship, he walked on the water to go 
to Jé’-sus. But when he saw the wind boisterous, he was 
afraid; and, beginning to sink, he cried, saying, Lord, 


24. Christ Walks on the Sea. The Gergesenes. 193 


save me! And immediately Jé’-sus stretched forth His hand, 
and caught him, and said unto him, O thou of little faith, 
wherefore didst thou doubt? And when they were come into 
the ship, the wind ceased. Then they that were in the ship 
came and worshiped Him, saying, Of a truth Thou art the 
Son of God. And when they were gone over, they came into 
the land of Gén-nés’-a-rét. 

Christ Casts Out Devils. — And when He was come to 
the other side, into the country of the Gér’-ge-sénes, there 
met Him two possessed with devils, coming out of the 
tombs, exceeding fierce, so that no man might pass by that 
way. And, behold, they cried out, saying, What have we to 
do with Thee, Jé’-sus, Thou Son of God? Art Thou come 
hither to torment us before the time? One of them had been 
often bound with fetters and chains, and the chains had been 
plucked asunder by him, and the fetters broken in pieces; 
neither could any man tame him. And Christ asked him, 
What is thy name? And he answered, saying, My name is 
Legion; for we are many. And there was a good way off 
from them an herd of many swine feeding. So the devils 
besought Him, saying, If Thou cast us out, suffer us to go 
away into the herd of swine. And He said unto them, Go. 
And when they were come out, they went into the herd of 
swine; and, behold, the whole herd of swine ran violently 
down a steep place into the sea, and perished in the waters. 
And they that kept them fled, and went their ways into the 
city, and told everything, and what was befallen to the 
possessed of the devils. And, behold, the whole city came 
out to meet Jé’-sus; and when they saw Him,’ they besought 
Him that He would depart out of their coasts. 


First Article: Evil Angels. Faith. 


Mark 5, 36. Be not afraid, only believe. 
Jas. 2,19. Thou believest that there is one God; thou doest 
well; the devils also believe, and tremble. 


Though devils all the world This world’s prince may still 


should fill, Scowl fierce as he will, 
All eager to devour us, He can harm us none, 
We tremble not, we fear no ill, He’s judged; the deed is done; 
They shall not overpower us. One little word can fell him. 


Note. — A legion was an army of from 5,000 to 6,000 soldiers. 

The night was divided into four watches: 1. 6 to 9 P. M.; 
2.9to 12 p.M.; 3.12P.M.to3 a.m; 4.3 to6A.M. Jesus came 
to His disciples between 3 and 6 A.M. 
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25. The Syrophenician Woman. 
The Deaf-and-Dumb. The Ten Lepers. 


Mart. 15. Marx 7%. Luxe 17. ‘ 


The Mother's Intercession. — Then Jé-sus went thence 
and departed into the coasts of Tyre and Si’-don. And, be- 
hold, a woman of Oa’-naan, a Greek, came out of the same 
coasts, and cried unto Him, saying, Have mercy on me, 
O Lord, Thou Son of Da’-vid! My daughter is grievously 


vexed with a devil. But He answered her not a word. And 
His disciples came and besought Him, saying, Send her 
away; for she crieth after us. But He answered and said, 
I am not sent but unto the lost sheep of the house of Ig’-ra-el. 
Then came she and worshiped Him, saying, Lord, help me! 
But He answered and said, It is not meet to take the chil- 
dren’s bread, and to cast it to the dogs. And she said, Truth, 
Lord; yet the dogs eat of the crumbs which fall from their 
masters’ table. Then Jé’-gus answered and said unto her, 
O woman, great is thy faith! Be it unto thee even as thou 


on 
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ze And her daughter was made whole from that very 
our. 


Ephphatha. — And again, departing from the coasts of 
Tyre and Si’-don, He came unto the Sea of Gil’-i-lee. And 
they bring unto Him one that was deaf and had an impedi- 
ment in his speech; and they beseech Him to put His hand 
upon him. And He took him aside from the multitude, and 
put His fingers into his ears, and He spit, and touched his 
tongue; and looking up to heaven, He sighed, and saith unto 
him, Eph’-pha-tha, that is, Be open. And straightway his 
ears were open, and the string of his tongue was loose, and 
he spake plain. And He charged them that they should 
tell no man; but the more He charged them, so much the 
more a great deal they published it; and were beyond measure 
astonished, saying, He hath done all things well: He maketh 
both the deaf to hear, and the dumb to speak. 


The Grateful Stranger. — And it came to pass, as He 
went to Je-ru’-sa-lém, that He passed through the midst of 
Sa-ma’-ri-a and Gal’-i-lee. And as He entered into a certain 
village, there met Him ten men that were lepers, which stood 
afar off; and they lifted up their voices and said, Jé’-gus, 
Master, have mercy on us. And when He saw them, He said 
unto them, Go, show yourselves unto the priests. And it 
came to pass that, as they went, they were cleansed. And 
one of them, when he saw that he was healed, turned back, 
and with a loud voice glorified God, and fell down on his 
face at His feet, giving Him thanks; and he was a Sa- 
mir’-i-tan. And Jé-sus, answering, said, Were there not 
ten cleansed? But where are the nine? There are not 
found that returned to give glory to God save this stranger. 
And He said unto him, Arise, go thy way; thy faith hath 
made thee whole. 


First Article: Faith. — Prayer. — Seventh Petition. — Second 
Commandment. 

Ps. 103, 1. Bless the Lord, O my soul; and all that is within 
me, bless His holy name. 


O bless the Lord, my soul! 

Let all within me join, 

And aid my tongue to bless His name, 
Whose favors are divine. 


Nore. — Tyre and Sidon were two famous trading-centers in 
Phe-ni’-ci-a, north of Palestine, on the coast of the Mediterranean. 
Because the Romans had joined the province of Phenicia to Syria, 
it was also called Sy-ro-phe-ni’-ci-a. 
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20: Peter’ s Confession. Christ’s Trans- 
figuration. 
Marr. 16, 13—21; 17, 1—9. 


The Confession. — When Jé@-sus came into the coasts of 
Caes-a-ré’-a Phi-lip’-pi, He asked His disciples, saying, 
Whom do men say that I, the Son of Man, am? And they 
said, Some say that Thou art John the Bap’-tist; some, 
F-li’-as; and others, Jér-e-mi’-as, or one of the prophets. 
He saith unto them, But whom say ye that I am? And 
Si’-mon Pé’-ter answered and said, Thou art the Christ, the 
Son of the living God. And Jé-gus answered and said unto 


him, Blessed art thou, Si’-mon Bir-jo’-na; for flesh and 
blood hath not revealed it unto thee, but My Father which 
is in heaven. From that time forth began Jé-sus to show 
unto His disciples how that He must go unto Je-ru’-sa-lém, 
and suffer many things of the elders and chief priests and 
scribes, and be killed, and be raised again the third day. 

The Traehouravion: — And after six days Jé@’-sus taketh 
Pé’-ter, James, and Jéhn, his brother, and bringeth them up 
into an high mountain apart, and was transfigured before 
them; and His face did shine as the sun, and His raiment 
was white as the light. And, behold, there appeared unto 
them M3’ “Se$ and E-li’-as, talking with Him. Then Pé@-ter 
said unto Jé’-gus, Lord, it is good for us to be here; if Thou 
wilt, let us make here ‘three tabernacles; one for Thee, and 
one for Mdo’-ges, and one for E-li’-as. While he yet spake, 
behold, a bright cloud overshadowed them; and, behold, 
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a voice out of the cloud, which said, This is My beloved 
Son, in whom I am well pleased; hear ye Him. And when 
the disciples heard it, they fell on their face, and were sore 
afraid. And Jé’-sus came and touched them, and said, Arise, 
and be not afraid. And when they had lifted up their eyes, 
they saw no man, save Je é-sus only. And as they came down 
from the mountain, Jé’-sus charged them, saying, Tell the 
vision to no man, until the Son of Man be risen again from 
the dead. 
Second Article: “And in Jesus Christ, His only Son.” 


Matt. 10, 32. Whosoever shall confess Me before men, Him will 
I confess also before My Father which is in heaven. 


Christ, whose glory fills the skies, 
Christ, the true, the only Light, 
Sun of Righteousness, arise, 
Triumph o’er the shades of night! 
Day-spring, from on high, be near! 
Day-star, in my heart appear! 


27. The Good Samaritan. 
Luxe 10, 25—87. 


The Sum of the Law. — And, behold, a certain lawyer 
stood up, and tempted Him, saying, Master, what shall I do 
to inherit eternal life? He said unto him, What is written 
in the Law? How readest thou? And he, answering, said, 
Thou shalt love the Lord, thy God, with all thy heart, and 
with all thy soul, and with all thy strength, and with all 
thy mind; and thy neighbor as thyself. And He said unto 
him, Thou hast answered right; this do, and thou shalt live. 

The Man Fallen among Thieves. — But he, willing to 
justify himself, said unto Jé’-sus, And who is my neighbor? 
And Jé’-sus, answering, said, A certain man went down from 
Je-ru’-sa-lém to Jér’-i-ch6é, and fell among thieves, which 
stripped him of his raiment, and wounded him, and departed, 
leaving him half dead. And by chance there came down 
a certain priest that way; and when he saw him, he passed 
by on the other side. And likewise a Lé’-vite, when he was 
at the place, came and looked on him, and passed by on the 
other side. 

True Brotherly Love.— But a certain Sa-miar’-i-tan, as 
he journeyed, came where he was; and when he saw him, 
he had compassion on him, and went to him, and bound up 
his wounds, pouring in oil and wine, and set him on his own 
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beast, and brought him to an inn, and took care of him. 
And on the morrow, when he departed, he took out two pence, 
and gave them to the host, and said unto him, Take care of 
him; and whatsoever thou spendest more, when I come again, 
I will repay thee. Which now of these three, thinkest thou, 
was neighbor unto him that fell among the thieves? And 
he said, He that showed mercy on him. Then said Jé-sus 
unto him, Go, and do thou likewise. 


The Sum of the Second Table. — Fifth Commandment. 
Matt. 7,12. All things whatsoever ye would that man should 


do to you, do ye even so to them; for this is the Law and the 
prophets. 


Matt. 5, 7. Blessed are the merciful; for they shall obtain 
mercy. 
O gentle Dew, from heaven now fall 
With power upon the hearts of all, 
Thy tender love instilling, 
That heart to heart more closely bound, 
Fruitful in kindly deeds be found, 
The law of love fulfilling. 


28. Jesus Blessing Little Children. 
Mary and Martha. 
Marr. 18. Mark 10. 


Who is the Greatest? — And the disciples came unto 
Jé’-sus, saying, Who is the greatest in the kingdom of 
heaven? And Jé’-sus called a little child unto Him, and 
set him in the midst of them, and said, Verily I say unto 
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you, Except ye be converted, and become as little children, 
ye shall not enter into the kingdom of heaven. Whosoever, 
therefore, shall humble himself as this little child, the same 
is greatest in the kingdom of heaven. And whoso shall re- 
ceive one such little child in My name receiveth Me. But 
whoso shall offend one of these little ones which believe in 
Me, it were better for him that a millstone were hanged 


about his neck, and that he were drowned in the depth of 
the sea. Take heed that ye despise not one of these little 
ones; for I say unto you, That in heaven their angels do 
always behold the face of My Father which is in heaven. 
Jesus Blesses the Children.— And they brought young 
children to Jé’-gus that He should touch them; and His dis- 
ciples rebuked those that brought them. But when Jé-sus 
saw it, He was much displeased, and said unto them, Suffer 
the little children to come unto Me, and forbid them not; 
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for of such is the kingdom of God. Verily, I say unto you, 
Whosoever shall not receive the kingdom of God as a little 
child, he shall not enter therein. And He took them up in 
is arms, put His hands upon them, and blessed them. 

The One Thing Needful. — Now it came to pass, as they 
went, that He entered into a certain village; and a certain 
woman named Mir’-tha received Him into her house. And 
she had a sister called Ma’-ry, which also sat at Jé@-gus’ 
feet, and heard His Word. But Mar’-tha was cumbered 
about much serving, and came to Him, and said, Lord, dost 
Thou not care that my sister hath left me to serve alone? 
Bid her therefore that she help me. And Jé@-sus answered 
and said unto her, M4ar’-tha, Mar’-tha, thou art careful and 
troubled about many things; but one thing is needful; and 
Méd-ry hath chosen that good part, which shall not be taken 
away from her. 


Third Commandment. — Baptism. 
Luke 11, 28. Blessed are they that hear the Word of God, and 
keep it. 
How were Mary’s thoughts devoted 
; Her eternal joy to find, 
As intent each word she noted, 
At her Savior’s feet reclined! 
How kindled her heart, how devout was it feeling, 
While hearing the lessons that Christ was revealing! 
Notre. — “A certain village.’ The name of this village (not 
mentioned here) was Bethany, on the eastern slope of Mount 
Olivet, about two miles east of Jerusalem. 


29. The Great Supper. The Lost Sheep. 
Luxe 14 and 15. 


The Invitation. — Then said Jé’-sus, A certain man made 
a great supper and bade many; and sent his servant at 
supper-time to say to them that were bidden, Come; for all 
things are now ready. 

The Excuses. — And they all with one consent began to 
make excuse. The first said unto him, I have bought a piece 
of ground, and I must needs go and see it; I pray thee have 
me excused. And another said, I have bought five yoke of 
oxen, and I go to prove them; I pray thee have me excused. 
And another said, I have married a wife, and therefore 
I cannot come. So that servant came, and showed his lord 
these things. 

God’s Wrath and Love.— Then the master of the house, 
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being angry, said to his servant, Go out quickly into the 
streets and lanes of the city, and bring in hither the poor, 
and the maimed, and the halt, and the blind. And the 
servant said, Lord, it is done as thou hast commanded, and 
yet there is room. And the lord said unto the servant, Go 
out into the highways and hedges, and compel them to come 
in, that my house may be filled. For I say unto you, That 
none of those men which were bidden shall taste of my 
supper. 

The Lost Sheep. — Then drew near unto Him all the 
publicans and sinners for to hear Him. And the Phiar’-i- 
sees and scribes murmured, saying, This man receiveth sin- 
ners, and eateth with them. And He spake this parable unto 
them, saying, What man of you, having an hundred sheep, 
if he lose one of them, doth not leave the ninety and nine 
in the wilderness, and go after that which is lost, until he 
find it? And when he hath found it, he layeth it on his 
shoulders, rejoicing. And when he cometh home, he calleth 
together his friends and neighbors, saying unto them, Rejoice 
with me; for I have found my sheep which was lost. I say 
unto you that likewise joy shall be in heaven over one sinner 
that repenteth, more than over ninety and nine just persons, 
which need no repentance. 

Third Commandment.—Third Article: “He has called me 
by the Gospel.” — Second Article: “Redeemed me, a lost and con- 
demned creature.” 

Matt. 28,19. Go ye therefore, and teach all nations, baptizing 
them in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy 
Ghost. 

Matt. 18,11. For the Son of Man is come to save that which 
was lost. 

The Lord my Shepherd is, 

I shall be well supplied; 

Since He is mine, and I am His, 
What can I want beside? 


30. The Wicked Servant. 
Mart. 18. 


The Forgiving Master. — And Pé@’-ter came to Jé@’-gsus and 
said, Lord, how oft shall my brother sin against me, and 
I forgive him? till seven times? Jé-gus saith unto him, 
I say not unto thee, Until seven times, but, Until seventy 
times seven. Therefore is the kingdom of heaven likened 
unto a certain king which would take account of his servants. 
And when he had begun to reckon, one was brought unto 
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him which owed him ten thousand talents. But forasmuch 
as he had not to pay, his lord commanded him to be sold, 
and his wife, and children, and all that he had, and pay- 
ment to be made. The servant, therefore, fell down and 
worshiped him, saying, Lord, have patience with me, and 
I will pay thee all. Then the lord of that servant was moved 
with compassion, and loosed him, and forgave him the debt. 


The Unforgiving Servant. — But the same servant went 
out and found one of his fellow-servants which owed him an 
hundred pence; and he laid hands on him, and took him 
by the throat, saying, Pay me that thou owest. And ‘his 
fellow-servant fell down at his feet and besought him, say- 
ing, Have patience with me, and I will pay thee all. And 
he would not, but went and cast him into prison, till he 
should pay the debt. So, when his fellow-servants saw what 
was done, they were very sorry, and came and told unto their 
lord all that was done. 
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The Lord’s Wrath. — Then his lord, after that he had 
called him, said unto him, O thou wicked servant! I for- 
gave thee all that debt because thou desiredst me; shouldest 
thou not also have had compassion on thy fellow-servant, 
even as I had pity on thee? And his lord was wroth and 
delivered him to the tormentors, till he should pay all that 
was due unto him. So, likewise, shall My heavenly Father 
do also unto you, if ye from your hearts forgive not every 
one his brother their trespasses. 


Fifth Petition. 

Matt. 5, 25. 26. Agree with thine adversary quickly, whiles 
thou art in the way with him, lest at any time the adversary de- 
liver thee to the Judge, and the Judge deliver thee to the officer, 
and thou be cast into prison. Verily, I say unto thee, Thou shalt_ 
by no means come out thence till thou hast paid the uttermost 
farthing. 

Lord, all our trespasses forgive 

That they our heart no more may grieve, 
As we forgive their trespasses 

Who unto us have done amiss. 

Thus let us dwell in charity, 

And serve each other willingly. 


Note. — A talent = $1,642.50. A hundred pence = $15.00. 


31. The Rich Young Ruler. The Foolish 
Rich Man. 
Marr. 19. Marx 10. Luxe 18. Luxe 12, 16—21. 


“What Shall I Do?” — And a certain ruler asked Him, 
saying, Good Master, what shall I do to inherit eternal life? 
And Jé’-sus said unto him, Why callest thou Me good? 
None is good save one, that is, God. Thou knowest the 
commandments, Do not commit adultery, Do not kill, Do 
not steal, Do not bear false witness, Honor thy father and 
thy mother. And he said, All these have I kept from my 
youth up. 

The Test. — Then Jé’-sus, beholding him, loved him, and 
said unto him, One thing thou lackest: go thy way, sell what- 
soever thou hast, and give to the poor, and thou shalt have 
treasure in heaven; and come, take up the cross, and fol- 
low Me. But when the young man heard that saying, he 
went away sorrowful; for he had great possessions. Then 
said Jé’-sus unto His disciples, Verily, I say unto you, That 
a rich man shall hardly enter into the kingdom of heaven. 
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The Rich Man. — And He spake a parable unto them, 
saying, The ground of a certain rich man brought forth 
plentifully. And he thought within himself, saying, What 
shall I do because I have no room where to bestow my fruits? 
And he said, This will I do: I will pull down my barns, 
and build greater;) and there will I bestow all my fruits 
and my goods. And I will say to my soul, Soul, thou hast 

much goods laid up for many years; take thine ease, eat, 
- drink, and be merry. But God said unto him, Thou fool! 
This night thy soul shall be required of thee; then, whose 
shall those things be which thou hast provided? So is he that 
layeth up treasure for himself, and is not rich toward God. 


First Commandment: Fine Idolatry. — Fourth Petition. 


Eph. 5,5. For this ye know, that no whoremonger, nor unclean 
person, nor covetous man, who is an idolater, hath any inheritance 
in the kingdom of Christ and God. 


32. The Prodigal Son. 
Luxe 15. 


The Erring Sinner.— And Jé’-sus said, A certain man 
had two sons. And the younger of them said to his father, 
Father, give me the portion of goods that falleth to me. And | 
he divided unto them his living. And not many days after 
the younger son gathered all together, and took his journey 
into a far country, and there wasted his substance with 
riotous living. 

The Penitent Sinner. — And when he had spent all, there 
arose a mighty famine in that land; and he began to be in 
want. And he went and joined himself to a citizen of that 
country; and he sent him into his fields to feed swine. And 
he would fain have filled his belly with the husks that the 
swine did eat; and no man gave unto him. And when he 
came to himself, he said, How many hired servants of my 
father’s have bread enough and to spare, and I perish with 
hunger! I will arise and go to my father, and will say unto 
him, Father, I have sinned against heaven and before thee, 
and am no more worthy to be called thy son; make me as 
one of thy hired servants. 


The Forgiving Father.— And he arose and came to his 


father. But when he was yet a great way off, his father saw 
him, and had compassion, and ran, and fell on his neck, 
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and kissed him. And the son said unto him, Father, I have 
sinned against heaven and in thy sight, and am no more 
worthy to be called thy son. But the father said to his 
servants, Bring forth the best robe, and put it on him; and 
put a ring on his hand and shoes on his feet; and bring 
hither the fatted calf, and kill it; and let us eat and be 
merry. For this my son was dead, and is alive again; he 
was lost, and is found. And they began to be merry. 
The Self-righteous Brother. — Now his elder son was in 


the field; and as he came and drew nigh to the house, he 
heard music and dancing. And he called one of the ser- 


vants, and asked what these things meant. And he said 
unto him, Thy brother is come; and thy father hath killed 
the fatted calf, because he hath received him safe and sound. 
And he was angry and would not go in: therefore came his 
father out, and entreated him. And he, answering, said to 
his father, Lo, these many years do I serve thee, neither 
transgressed I at any time thy commandment; and yet thou 
never gavest me a kid that I might make merry with my 
friends; but as soon as this thy son was come, which hath 
devoured thy living with harlots, thou hast killed for him 
the fatted calf. And he said unto him, Son, thou art ever 
with me, and all that I have is thine. It was meet that we 
should: make merry and be glad; for this thy brother was 
dead, and is alive again; and was lost, and is found. 


206 33. The Rich Man and Poor Lazarus. 


Confession and Absolution.— Third Article: Justification. — 
Fifth Petition. 
Ps. 51,17. The sacrifices of God are a broken spir:t; a broken 
and a contrite heart, O God, Thou wilt not despise. 
“Jesus sinners doth receive!” 
Oh, may all this saying ponder 
Who in sin’s delusions live, 
And from God and heaven wander! 
This alone sure hope can give: 
“Jesus sinners doth receive!” 


33. The Rich Man and Poor Lazarus. 
Luxe 16. 
The Rich Man and the Poor Man. — There was a certain 
rich man, which was clothed in purple and fine linen, and 


fared sumptuously every day. And there was a certain 
beggar, named Liz’-a-riis, which was laid at his gate, full of 
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sores, and desiring to be fed with the crumbs which fell from 
the rich,man’s table; moreover, the dogs came and licked 
his sores. 

Heaven and Hell. — And it came to pass that the beggar 
died, and was carried by the angels into A’ ‘-bra-ham’ s bosom. 
The rich man also died and was buried. And in hell he 
lifted up his eyes, being in torments, and seeth A’-bra-ham 
afar off and Liz’-a-riis in his bosom. And he cried and said, 
Father A’-bra-ham, have mercy on me, and send Laz’-a-ris, 
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that he may dip the tip of his finger in water, and cool my 
tongue; for I am tormented in this fame. But A’-bra-ham 
said, Son, remember that thou in thy lifetime receivedst thy 
good things, and likewise Liz’-a-riis evil things; but now he 
is comforted, and thou art tormented. And beside all this, 
between us and you there is a great gulf fixed, so that they 
which would pass from hence to you cannot, neither can 
they pass to us that would come from thence. Then he said, 
I pray thee therefore, father, that thou wouldst send him to 
my father’s house; for I have five brethren; that he may 
testify unto them, lest they also come into this place of 
torment. : 

God’s Word. — A’-bra-ham saith unto him, They have 
Mo’-ses and the prophets; let them hear them. And he 
said, Nay, Father A’-bra-ham; but if one went unto them 
from the dead, they will repent. And he said unto him, If 
they hear not Mo’-ses and the prophets, neither will they be 
persuaded, though one rose from the dead. 


Third Article: Eternal Life and Eternal Damnation. 

Matt. 7, 13. Enter ye in at the strait gate; for wide is the 
gate, and broad is the way that leadeth to destruction, and many 
there be which go in thereat. 

Who knows how near my end may be? 
Time speeds away, and death comes on; 
How swiftly, ah! how suddenly, 

May death be here and life be gone! 
My God, for Jesus’ sake I pray 

Thy peace may bless my dying day. 


34. The Pharisee and the Publican. 
Luke 18. 


The Pharisee’s Pride. — Jé’-gus spake this parable unto 
certain which trusted in themselves that they were righteous, 
and despised others: Two men went up into the Temple to 
pray; the one a Phir’-i-see, and the other a publican. The 
Phir’-i-see stood and prayed thus with himself, God, I thank 
Thee that I am not as other men are, extortioners, unjust, 
adulterers, or even as this publican. I fast twice in the week, 
I give tithes of all that I possess. 

The Publican’s Humility. — And the publican, standing , 
afar off, would not lift up so much as his eyes unto heaven, 
but smote upon his breast, saying, God be merciful to me, 
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a sinner. I tell you, this man went down to his house justi- 
fied rather than the other; for every one that exalteth him- 
self shall be abased; and he that humbleth himself shall 


be exalted. 
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Confession. — Justification. — Of Prayer in General. 
Rom. 3,28. Therefore we conclude that a man is justified by 
faith, without the deeds of the Law. 


With that saved thief my prayer I make, 
Remember for Thy mercy’s sake! 

With that poor publican I ery, 

Be merciful, O God most high! 


Notr. — Publican — Tax-collector. 


35. The Blind Man. Zacchaeus. 
Mart. 20. Marx 10. Luxe 18 and 19. 

The Blind Man at Jericho. — And as He was come nigh 
unto Jér’-i-chd, a certain blind man sat by the wayside, beg- 
ging; and hearing the multitude pass by, he asked what 
it meant. And they told him that Jé’-sus of N4&z’-a-réth 
passeth by. And he cried, saying, Jé’-gus, n° Son of 
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Da’-vid, have mercy on me. And they which went before 
‘rebuked him that he should hold his peace; but he cried so 
much the more, Thou Son of Da’-vid, have merey on me. 
And Jé’-sus stood, and commanded him to be brought unto 
Him. And when he was come neat, He asked him, saying, 
What wilt thou that I shall do unto thee? And he said, 
Lord, that I may receive my sight. And Jé’-sus said unto 
him, Receive thy sight; thy faith hath saved thee. And im- 
mediately he received his sight, and followed Him, glorify- 


ing God; and all the people, when they saw it, gave praise 
unto God. 

Zacchaeus. — Jé@’-gus passed through Jér’-i-chd. And, be- 
hold, there was a man, named Zac-chae’-us, which was the 
chief ‘among the publicans, and he was rich. And-he sought 
to see Jé’-sus who He was; and could not for the press, 
because he was little of stature. And he ran before, and 
climbed up into a sycamore tree to see Him. 

Jesus at the House of Zacchaeus. — And when Jé’-sus 
came to the place, he looked up, and saw him, and said unto 
him, Zac-chae’-us, make haste, and come down; for to-day 
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I must abide at thy house. And he made haste, and came 
down, and received Him joyfully. And when they saw it, 
they all murmured, saying, That He was gone to be guest 
with a man that is a sinner. And Zac-chae’-us said unto 
the Lord, Behold, Lord, the half of my goods I give to the 
poor; and if I have taken anything from any man by false 
accusation, I restore him fourfold. And Jé’-sus said unto 
him, This day is salvation come to this house, forsomuch as 
he also is a son of A’-bra-ham. For the Son of Man is come 
to seek and to save that which was lost. 


Second Article: “That I may be His own,” etc. 


1 Tim. 1,15. This is a faithful saying, and worthy of all ac- 
ceptation, that Christ Jesus came into the world to save sinners. 


Come, ye sinners, one and all, 
Come, ye all have invitation; 
Come, obey His gracious call, 
Come, and take His free salvationt 
Firmly in these words believe: 
“Jesus sinners doth receive.” 


36. The Raising of Lazarus. 
JOHN 11. 


Sickness and Death of Lazarus. — Now, a certain man 
was sick, named Liz’-a-riis, of Béth’-a-ny. Therefore his 
sisters Ma’-ry and Mir’-tha sent unto Jé@-sus, saying, Lord, 
behold, he whom Thou lovest is sick. When Jé-sus heard 
that, He said, This sickness is not unto death, but for the 
glory of God, that the Son of God might be glorified thereby. 
And He abode two days still in the same place where He 
was. After that He saith unto His disciples, Our friend 
Laz’-a-riis sleepeth; but I go that I may awake him out of 
sleep. They thought that He had spoken of taking of rest 
in sleep. Then said Jé-gus unto them plainly, Laz’-a-ris 
is dead. And I am glad for your sakes that I was not there, 
to the intent ye may believe; nevertheless, let us go unto him. 


Mary and Martha. — Then, when Jé’-sus came, He found 
that he had lain in the grave four days already. And many 
of the Jews came to Mir’-tha and Ma’-ry, to comfort them 
concerning their brother. Then Miar’-tha, as soon as she 
heard that Jé’-sus was coming, went and met Him; but 
Ma’-ry sat still in the house. Then said Miar’-tha unto 
Jé’-sus, Lord, if Thou hadst been here, my brother had not 
died. But I know that even now, whatsoever Thou wilt ask 
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of God, God will give it Thee. Jé-sus saith unto her, Thy 
brother shall rise again. Mar’-tha saith unto Him, I know 
that he shall rise again in the resurrection at the last day. 
Jé’-gus said unto her, I am the Resurrection, and the Infe: 
he that believeth in Me, though he were dead, yet shall he 
live; and whosoever liveth and believeth in Me shall never 
die. Believest thou this? She saith unto Him, Yea, Lord . 
I believe that Thou art the Christ, the Son of God, which 
should come into the world. And when she had so said, she 


went and called Ma’-ry, her sister, saying, The Master is 
come and calleth for thee. And she arose quickly, and came 
unto Him. The Jews then which were with her in the house 
followed her, saying, She goeth unto the grave to weep there. 

Jesus’ Grief. — Then, when Ma’-ry was come where Jé- 
sus was, and saw Him, she fell down at His feet, saying unto 
Him, Lord, if Thou hadst been here, my brother had not died. 
When Jé’-sus, therefore, saw her weeping, and the J ews also 
weeping which came with her, He groaned in the spirit, and 
was troubled, and said, Where have ye Jaid him? They say 
unto Him, Lord, come and see. Jé’-gus wept. 

Lazarus Raised, — Then said the Jews, Behold, how He 
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loved him! And some of them said, Could not this man, 
which opened the eyes of the blind, have caused that even 
this man should not have died? Jé’-sus cometh to the grave. 
Tt was a cave, and a stone lay upon it. Jé’-gus said, Take 
ye away the stone. Mar’-tha saith unto Him, Lord, by this 
time he stinketh; for he hath been dead four days. Jé’-sus 
saith unto her, Said I not unto thee that, if thou wouldest 
believe, thou shouldest see the glory of God? Then they 
took away the stone from the place where the dead was laid. 
And Jé-gus lifted up His eyes and said, Father, I thank 
Thee that Thou hast heard Me. And I knew that Thou 
hearest Me always; but because of the people which stand by 
I said it, that they may believe that Thou hast sent Me. And 
He cried with a loud voice, Liz’-a-riis, come forth! And 
he that was dead came forth, bound hand and foot with 
grave-clothes; and his face was bound about with a napkin. 
J@-gus saith unto them, Loose him, and let him go. 

The Jews. — Then many of the Jews which had seen the 
things which Jé’sus did, believed on Him. But some of them 
went their ways to the Phar’-i-sees, and told them what things 
Jé-sus had done. ‘ Then the chief priests and the Phiar’-i-sees 
from that day forth took counsel together for to put Him 
to death. 

Third Article: “I believe in the resurrection of the body.” 

Job 19, 25. 26. I know that my Redeemer liveth, and that He 
shall stand at the latter day upon the earth; and though after | 
my skin worms destroy this body, yet in my flesh shall I see God. 

I am only flesh and blood, 
And on this corruption seizeth ; 
But I know, my Lord and God 
From the grave my body raiseth, 
That with Him eternally 
In His glory I may be. 
Notr. — While sojourning on earth, Jesus raised three dead: 


Ja-i’-rus’s daughter, the youth at Nain, and Lazarus, a man that 
had lain in the grave four days. 


37. Jesus Enters Jerusalem. Cleansing 
of the Temple. 
Marr, 21. Marx 11. Luxe 19. Jouw 12. 
The Preparation.— And it came to pass, when He was 
come nigh to Béth’-pha-gé and Béth’-a-ny, at the mount 


called the Mount of Ol'-ives, He sent two of His disciples, 
saying, Go ye into the village over against you; in the which, 


37. Jesus Enters Jerusalem. Cleansing of the Temple. 913 


at your entering, ye shall find a colt tied whereon yet never 
man sat; loose him, and bring him hither. And if any man 
ask you, Why do ye loose him? thus shall ye say unto him, 
Because the Lord hath need of him. All this was done that 
it might be fulfilled which was spoken by the prophet, say- 
ing, Tell ye the daughter of Zi’-on, Behold, thy King cometh 
unto thee. 

The Reception. — And they that were sent went their way, 
and found even as He had said unto them. And they brought 
the colt to Jé’-sus; and they cast their garments upon the 
colt, and they set Jé’-sus thereon. And a very great. multi- 
tude spread their garments in the way; others cut down 


branches from the trees, and strewed them in the way. And 
the multitudes that went before, and that followed, cried, 
saying, Ho-san’-na to the Son of Da’-vid! Blessed is He 
that cometh in the name of the Lord; H36-gan’-na in the 
~ highest! 

The Destruction of Jerusalem Foretold. — And when He 
was come near, He beheld the city, and wept over it, saying, 
Tf thou hadst known, even thou, at least in this thy day, the 
things which belong unto thy peace! But now they are hid 
from thine eyes. For the days shall come upon thee that 
thine enemies shall cast a trench about thee, and compass 
thee round, and keep thee in on every side, and shall lay 
thee even with the ground, and thy children within thee; 
and they shall not leave in thee one stone upon another, be- 
cause thou knewest not the time of thy visitation. 
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Jerusalem Acknowledges Jesus. — And when He was come 
into Je-ru’-sa-lém, all the city was moved, saying, Who is 
this? And the multitude said, This is Jé’-gsus, the Prophet 
of Niz’-a-réth, of Gal’-i-lee. 

Cleansing of the Temple. — And Jé’-sus went into the 
Temple of God, and cast out all them that sold and bought 
in the Temple, and overthrew the tables of the money- 
changers, and the seats of them that sold doves, and said 
unto them, It is written, My house shall be called the house 
of prayer; but ye have made it a den of thieves. 

Second Petition. — Second Article: Christ Our King. — Third 
Commandment. 

Ps. 24,7. Lift up your heads, O ye gates; and be ye lift up, 
ye everlasting doors; and the King of Glory shall come in. 

Hail! Hosanna! David’s Son, 
Help, Lord, hear our supplication! 
Let Thy kingdom, scepter, crown, 
Bring us blessing and salvation, 
That forever we may sing: 

Hail! Hosanna! to our King. 


38. Jesus’ Last- Discourses. 
Mart. 22. Marx 12. Luxe 20. 


Tribute to Caesar. — Then went the Phir’-i-sees, and took 
counsel how they might entangle Him in His talk. And they 
sent out to Him their disciples, with the He-ré’-di-ang, say- 
ing, Master, we know that Thou art true, and teachest the 
way of God in truth. Neither carest Thou for any man; 
for Thou regardest not the person of men. Tell us, there- 
fore, what thinkest Thou? Is it lawful to give tribute unto 
Cae’-sar, or not? But Jé-sus perceived their wickedness and 
said, Why tempt ye Me, ye hypocrites?’ Show me the tribute- 
money. And they brought unto Him a penny. And He 
saith unto them, Whose is this image and superscription ? 
They say unto Him, Qae’-sar’s. Then saith He unto them, 
Render therefore unto Qae’-sar the things which are Cae’- 
sar’s, and unto God the things that are God’s. When they 
had heard these words, they marveled, and left Him, and went 
their way. 


An Important Question.— While the Phir’-i-sees were 
gathered together, Jé’-sus asked them, saying, What think 
ye of Christ? Whose son is He? They say unto Him, The 
son of Da’-vid. He saith unto them, How, then, doth Da’- 
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vid in spirit call Him Lord, saying, The Lord said unto My 
Lord, Sit Thou on My right hand, till I make Thine enemies 
Thy footstool? If Da’-vid, then, call Him Lord, how is He 
his son? And no man was able to answer Him a word, 
neither durst any man from that day forth ask Him any 
more questions. 

The Widow's Mite.— And Jé@-sus sat over against the 
treasury, and beheld how the people cast money into the 
‘treasury. And many that were rich cast in much. And 
there came a certain poor widow, and she threw in two mites, 

\ 


4 
which make a farthing. And He called unto Him His dis- 
ciples, and saith unto them, Verily, I say unto thee, That 
this poor widow hath cast more in than all they which have 
cast into the treasury. For all they did cast in of their 
abundance unto the offerings of God; but she of her want 
did cast in all that she had, even all her living. 


_.. Table of Duties: Of Subjects.— Second Article: Who Is 
Christ? — Third Article: Good Works. 

Rom. 13, 7. Render, therefore, to all their dues: tribute to 
whom tribute is due; custom, to whom custom; fear, to whom 
fear; honor, to whom honor. 


Note. — A mite = $.00187; two mites = $ .00375. 
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39. The Ten Virgins. 
ts Marr, 25. 


The Wise and the Foolish. — Then shall the kingdom of 
heaven be likened unto ten virgins, which took their lamps, 
and went forth to meet the bridegroom. And five of them 
were wise, and five were foolish. They that were foolish took 


their lamps, and took no oil with them. But the wise took 
oil in their vessels with their lamps. While the bridegroom 
tarried, they all slumbered and slept. And at midnight there 
was a cry made, Behold, the bridegroom cometh; go ye out 
to meet him. Then all those virgins arose, and trimmed their 
lamps. And the foolish said unto the wise, Give us of your 
oil; for our lamps are gone out. But the wise answered, 
saying, Not so; lest there be not enough for us and you. 


/ 
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But go ye rather to them that sell, and buy for yourselves. 
And while they went to buy, the bridegroom came; and they 
that were ready went in with him to the marriage; and the 
door was shut. 

The Fate of the Foolish Virgins. — Afterward came also 
the other virgins, saying, Lord, lord, open to us! But he 
answered and said, Verily, I say unto you, I know you not. 
Watch therefore; for ye know neither the day nor the hour 
wherein the Son of Man cometh. 


First Article: No one can be saved by another’s faith. 

Mark 13, 32. But of that day and that hour knoweth no man, 
no, not the angels which are in heaven, neither the Son, but the 
Father. : 

With my lamp well trimmed and burning, 
Swift to hear and loath to roam, 
Watching for Thy glad returning 
To restore me to Thy home. ; 

Come, my Savior, 
Thou hast promised; quickly come! 


40. The Signs of Christ’s Coming. 
Luxe 21. 


Signs Pointing to the Hnd. — And there shall be signs in 
the sun, and in the moon, and in the stars; and upon the 
earth distress of nations with perplexity; the sea and the 
waves roaring; men’s hearts failing them for fear, and for 
looking after those things which are coming on the earth; 
for the powers of heaven shall be shaken. And then shall 
they see the Son of Man coming in a cloud with power and 
great glory. And when these things begin to come to pass, 
then look up and lift up your heads; for your redemption 
draweth nigh. 

The End Near. — And He spake to them a parable: Be- 
hold the fig-tree and all the trees; when they now shoot forth, 
ye see and know of your own selves that summer is now nigh 
at hand. So likewise ye, when ye see these things come to 
pass, know ye that the kingdom of God is nigh at hand. 
Verily, I say unto you, This generation shall not pass away 

till all be fulfilled. Heaven and earth shall pass away, but 
My words shall not pass away. . 

Watch and Pray.— And take heed to yourselves, lest at 
any time your hearts be overcharged with surfeiting, and 
drunkenness, and cares of this life, and so that day come 
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upon you unawares. For as a snare shall it come on all 
them that dwell on the face of the whole earth. Watch ye, 
therefore, and pray always, that ye may be accounted worthy 
to escape all these things that shall come to pass, and to 
stand before the Son of Man. 


Second Article: The Last Judgment. 

2 Pet. 3,10. But the day of the Lord will come as a thief in 
the night; in the which the heavens shall pass away with a great 
noise, and the elements shall melt with fervent heat; the earth 
also, and the works that are therein, shall be burned up. 


That day of wrath, that dreadful day, 

When heaven and earth shall pass away! 
“ What power shall be the sinner’s stay? 

How shall he meet that dreadful day? 


41. The Day of Judgment. 
Mart. 25. 


Christ the Judge. — When the Son of Man shall come in 
His glory, and all the holy angels with Him, then shall He 
sit upon the throne of His glory; and before Him shall be 
gathered all nations. And He shall separate them one from 
another as a shepherd divideth his sheep from the goats. And 
ae aa set the sheep on His right hand, but the goats on 
the left. 


The Blessed. — Then shall the King say unto them on 
His right hand, Come, ye blessed of My Father, inherit the 
kingdom prepared for you from the foundation of the world. 
For I was an hungred, and ye gave Me meat; I was thirsty, 
and ye gave Me drink; I was a stranger, and ye took Me in; 
naked, and ye clothed Me; I was sick, and ye visited Me; 
I was in prison, and ye came unto Me. ‘Then shall the 
righteous answer Him, saying, Lord, when saw we Thee an 
hungred, and fed Thee? or thirsty, and gave Thee drink? 
When saw we Thee a stranger, and took Thee in? or naked, 
and clothed Thee? Or when saw we Thee sick or in prison, 
and came unto Thee? And the King shall answer and say 
unto them, Verily, I say unto you, Inasmuch as ye have done 
it unto one of the least of these My brethren, ye have done 
it unto Me. 


The Rejected. — Then shall He say also unto them on the 
left hand, Depart from Me, ye cursed, into everlasting fire, 


41. The Day of Judgment. 219 


prepared for the devil and his angels. For I was an hungred, 
and ye gave Me no meat; I was thirsty, and ye gave Me 
no drink; I was a stranger, and ye took Me not in; naked, 
and ye clothed Me not; sick and in prison, and ye visited 
Me not. Then shall they also answer Him, saying, Lord, 
when saw we Thee an hungred, or athirst, or a stranger, or 
naked, or sick, or in prison, and did not minister unto Thee? 
Then shall He answer them, saying, Verily, I say unto you, 
Inasmuch as ye did it not to one of the least of these, ye 
did it not to Me. And these shall go away into everlasting 
punishment, but the righteous into life eternal. 


Second Article: The Last Judgment. 


2 Cor.5,10. We must all appear before the judgment-seat of 
Christ, that every one may receive the things done in his body, 
according to that he hath done, whether it be good or bad. 

* 


The day is surely drawing near 

When God’s Son, the Anointed, 

Shall with great majesty appear, ; 
As Judge of all appointed. 

All mirth and laughter then shall cease 
When flames on flames will still increase, 

As the Apostle teacheth. 


* 
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42. The Lord’s Supper. : 


Marr. 26, 1—5. 17—29. Marx 14, 1. 2. 10—25. 
Luxe 22, 1—30. Joun 13, 1—30. 1 Cor. 11, 23—25. 


Judas Covenants with Jésus’ Enemies. — Now the feast 
of unleavened bread drew nigh, which is called the Passover. 
Then assembled together the chief priests, and the scribes, 
and the elders of the people unto the palace of the high 
priest who was called Ca’-ia-phas, and consulted that they 
might take Jé’-sus by subtilty and kill Him. But they said, 
Not on the feast-day, lest there be an uproar among the 
people. Then entered Sa’-tan into Ji’-das, surnamed Is- 
car’-i-ot, being of the number of the Twelve. And he went 
unto the chief priests and said, What will ye give me, and 


I will deliver Him unto you? And when they heard it, they 
were glad, and they covenanted with him for thirty pieces 
of silver. And from that time he sought opportunity to 
betray Him unto them in the absence of the multitude. 
Preparing the Passover.— And Jé-sus sent Pé’-ter and 
Jdhn, saying, Go and prepare us the passover, that we may 
eat. And they said unto Him, Where wilt Thou that we 
prepare? And He said unto them, Behold, when ye are 
entered into the city, there shall a man meet you bearing 
a pitcher of water; follow him into the house where he 
entereth in. And ye shall say unto the goodman of the 
house, The Master saith unto thee, Where is the guest- 
chamber where I shall eat the passover with My disciples? 
And he shall show you a large upper room furnished; there 
make ready. And they went, and found as He had said 
unto them, And they made ready the passover. And in the 


42. The Lord’s Supper. 991 


evening He sat down, and the twelve apostles with Him. 
And He said unto them, With desire I have desired to eat 
this passover with you before I suffer. 


The Institution of the Sacrament.— And as they were 
eating, Jé’-sus took bread; and when He had given thanks, 
He brake it, and gave it to His disciples, and said, Take eat; 
this 1s My body, which is given for you: this do in remem- 
brance of Me. After the same manner also He took the cup, 
when He had supped, gave thanks, and gave it to them, say- 
ing, Take, drink ye all of it; this cup ts the new testament 
in My blood, which is shed for you for the remission of sins: 
this do ye, as oft as ye drink it, in remembrance of Me. 


Judas the Traitor. — When Jé’-sus had thus said, He was 
troubled in spirit, and testified and said, Verily, verily, I say 
unto you that one of you shall betray Me. Then the dis- 
ciples looked one on another, doubting of- whom He spake. 
Now there was leaning on Jé’-sus’ bosom. one of His dis- 
ciples, whom Jé’-sus loved. Si’-mon Pé’-ter, therefore, beck- 
oned to him, that he should ask who it should be of whom 
He spake. He then, lying on Jé’-sus’ breast, saith unto Him, 
Lord, who is it? Jé’-sus answered, He it is to whom I shall 
give a sop, when I have dipped it. And when He had dipped 
the sop, He gave it to Ji’-das Is-car’-i-ot. And after the sop 
Sa’-tan entered into him. Then Ji’-das, which betrayed Him, 
answered and said, Master, is it 1? He said unto him, Thou 
hast said. That thou doest, do quickly. He then, having re- 
ceived the sop, went immediately out; and it was night. 


Sacrament of the Altar. 


1 Cor. 11,26. For as often as ye eat of this bread and drink 
of this cup, ie do show the Lord’s death till He come. 


Thy table I approach; 

Dear Savior, hear my prayer! 
Oh! let no unrepented sin 
Prove hurtful to me there. 


Nortr. — Thirty pieces of silver — $18.75, the price generally 
paid for a slave. 
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The Passion of Our Lord Jesus Christ. 


43. Jesus in Gethsemane. 
Mart. 26. Marx 14. Luxe 22. Joun 18. 


Jesus Going to Gethsemane. — And when they had sung 
a hymn, they went over the brook Kid’-ron, into the Mount 
of Ol’-ives. Then saith Jé’-sus unto them, All ye shall be 
offended because of Me this night; for it is written, I will 
smite the Shepherd, and the sheep of the flock shall be scat- 
tered abroad. But after I am risen again, I will go before 
you into Gil’-i-lee. Pé’-ter answered and said unto Him, 
Though all men shall be offended because of Thee, yet will 
I never be offended. Jé’-sus said unto him, Verily, I say 
unto thee, That this night, before the cock crow twice, thou 
shalt deny Me thrice. Pé’-ter said unto Him, Though I should 
die with Thee, yet I will not deny Thee. Likewise also said 
all the disciples. 


Jesus’ Agony in the Garden. — Then cometh Jé’-sus with 
them unto a place called Geth-sém’-a-ne, and saith unto the 
disciples, Sit ye here while I go and pray yonder. And He 
took with Him Pé’-ter and James and Jodhn, and began to 
be sorrowful and very heavy. Then saith He unto them, 
My soul is exceeding sorrowful, even unto death; tarry ye 
here, and watch with Me. And He went a little further, 
and fell on His face, and prayed, saying, O My Father, if 
it be possible, let this cup pass from Me; nevertheless, not 
as I will, but as Thou wilt. And He cometh unto the dis- 
ciples, and findeth them asleep, and saith unto Pé’-ter, Si’- 
mon, sleepest thou? Could ye not watch with Me one hour? 
Watch and pray, that ye enter not into temptation; the 
spirit, indeed, is willing, but the flesh is weak. He went 
away again the second time and prayed, saying, O My Father, 
if this cup may not pass away from Me, except I drink it, 
Thy will be done. And He came and found them asleep 
again. And He went and prayed the third time, saying the 
same words. And there appeared an angel unto Him from 
heaven, strengthening Him. And being in an agony, He 
prayed more earnestly; and His sweat was as it were great 
drops of blood falling down to the ground. Then cometh 
He to His disciples, and saith unto them, Sleep on now, and 
take your rest; behold, the hour is at hand, and the Son of 
Man is betrayed into the hands of sinners. Rise, let us be 
going; behold, he is at hand that doth betray Me. 
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Second Article: Christ’s Suffering. — Third, Petition: “Thy 
will be done.” 


1 John 5,14. And this is the confidence that we have in Him, 
that, if we ask anything according to His will, He heareth us. 

Heb. 5,8. Though He were a Son, yet learned He obedience by 
the things which He suffered. 


Go to dark Gethsemane, 
Ye that feel the Tempter’s power; 
Your Redeemer’s conflict see; 
Watch with Him one bitter hour. 
Turn not from His grief away; 

+ Learn of Jesus Christ to pray. 


Note. — Gethsemane (‘‘oil-press”) was a place across the Kid- 
ron and at the foot of Mount Olivet. A garden, or orchard, was 
attached to it. 
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44. Judas Betrays the Savior. 
Marr. 26. Marx 14. Luxe 22. Joun 18. 


The Betrayal of Christ. — And while He yet spake, lo, 
Ji’-das came, and with him a great multitude, with swords 
and staves, from the chief priests and elders of the people. 
Jé’-sus, therefore, knowing all things that should come upon 
Him, went forth and said unto them, Whom seek ye? They 
answered Him, Jé-sus of Naz’-a-réth. Jé-sus saith unto 
them, I am He. As soon as He had said this unto them, 
they went backward, and fell to the ground. Then asked 
He them again, Whom seek ye? And they said, Jé’-sus of 
Niz’-a-réth. Jé’-sus answered, I have told you that I am 
He; if, therefore, ye seek Me, let these go their way. Now 


he that betrayed Him gave them a sign, saying, Whomsoever 
I shall kiss, that same is He; hold Him fast. And he came 
to Jé’-gus and said, Hail, Master; and kissed Him. And 
Jé’-gsus said unto him, Friend, wherefore art thou come? 
Ji’-das, betrayest thou the Son of Man with a kiss? Then 
came they and laid hands on Jé’-gsus, and took Him. 

Peter Reproved. — When they which were about Him saw 
what would follow, they said unto Him, Lord, shall we smite 
with the sword? Then Pé’-ter drew his sword, and struck 
a servant of the high priest, and cut off his right ear. The 
servant’s name was Mal’-chiis. Then said Jé’-gus unto him, 
Put up thy sword into the sheath; for all they that take the 
sword shall perish with the sword. The cup which My Father 
hath given Me, shall I not drink it? Thinkest thou that 
I cannot now pray to My Father, and He shall presently 
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give Me more than twelve legions of angels? But how, then, 
shall the Scriptures be fulfilled, that thus it must be? And 
He touched the servant’s ear, and healed him. 

_ Lhe Disciples Offended. — And Jé’-sus said to the mul- 
titudes, Are ye come out, as against a thief, with swords and 
staves for to take Me? I sat daily with you teaching in the 
Temple,-and ye laid no hold on Me; but this is your hour 
and the power of darkness. Then all the disciples forsook 
Him and fied. 


Eighth Commandment. — Fifth Commandment. 


Gen. 9,6. Whoso sheddeth man’s blood, by man shall his blood 
be shed; for in the image of God made He man. 


45. Jesus before the High Priest. 
Mart. 26. Marx 14. Luxe 22. Joun 18. 


Before Annas. — Then the band bound Jé-sus, and led 
Him away to An’-nas first; for he was father-in-law to Ca’- 
ia-phas, which was the high priest that same year. Now 
Ca’-ia-phas was he which gave counsel to the Jews that it 
was expedient that one man should die for the people. The 
priest then asked Jé’-sus of His disciples and of His doc- 
trine. Jé’-sus answered him, I spake openly to the world; 
I ever taught in the synagog and in the Temple, whither the 
Jews always resort; and in secret have J said nothing. Why 
asketh thou Me? Ask them which heard Me, what I have 

said unto them; behold, they know what I said. And when 
- He had thus spoken, one of the officers which stood by struck 
Jé’-sus with the palm of his hand, saying, Answerest Thou 
the high priest so? Jé-sus answered him, If I have spoken 
evil, bear witness of the “evil; but if well, why smitest 
thou Me? 

Before Caiaphas. — Now An’-nas sent him bound unto 
Ca’-ia-phas, the high priest, and with him were assembled all 
the chief priests, and the elders, and the scribes. Now the 
chief priest, and elders, and all the council sought false wit- 
ness against Jé-sus to put Him to death, but found none; 
yea, though many false witnesses came, yet found they none, 
for their witness agreed not together. At the last came two 
false witnesses and said, This fellow said, I am able to de- 
stroy the Temple of God, and to build it in three days. And 
the high priest arose, and stood in the midst, and said unto 
Him, Answerest Thou nothing? What is it which these wit- 
ness against Thee? But Jé-sus held His peace. And the 
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high priest said unto Him, I adjure Thee by the living God’ 
that Thou tell us whether Thou be the Christ, the Son of 
God. And Jé-gus said, I am. Nevertheless I say unto you, 
Hereafter shall ye see the Son of Man sitting on the right 
‘hand of power, and coming in the clouds of heaven. Then 
the high priest rent his clothes, saying, He hath spoken 
blasphemy; what further need have we of witness? Behold, 
now ye have heard His blasphemy; what think ye? They 
answered and said, He is guilty of death. 

' The Savior Mocked. — And the men that held Jé’-sus 


2 
my 


mocked Him and smote Him. res: when they had blind- 
folded Him, they struck Him on the face, and asked Him, — 
saying, Prophesy unto us, Thou Christ, Who is he that smote 
Thee? And many other things blasphemously spake they 
against Him. 


Eighth Commandment: False Witness. 


Prov. 19, 5. A false witness shall not be unpunished, and he 
that speaketh lies shall not escape. 


Jesus, I will ponder now Grant that I in love and faith 
On Thy holy passion; May the image cherish 

With Thy Spirit me endow Of Thy suff’ring, pain, and death, 
For such meditation. That I might not perish. 


46. Peter Denies Christ. Judas Hangs Himself. 99% 


46. Peter Denies Christ. Judas Hangs 
Himself. 
Mart. 26 and 27. Luxr 22.. Joun 18. 


Peter Follows Christ. — And Si’-mon Pé’-ter followed Ja’- 
sus, and so did another disciple; that disciple was known 
unto the high priest, and went in with Jé’-sus into the palace 
of the high priest. But Pé-ter stood at the door without. 
Then that other disciple went out and spake unto her that 
kept the door, and brought in Pé’-ter. And the servants and 
officers had made a fire of coals, for it was cold; and they 
warmed themselves. And Pé’-ter sat down among them to 
see the end. 


Peter’s Denial. — And when one of the maids of the high 
priest that kept the door saw Pé’-ter by the fire warming him- 
self, she earnestly looked upon him and said, Art thou not 
also one of this Man’s disciples? But he denied before them 
all, saying, I am not. And he went out into the porch; and 
the cock crew. And as he went out, another maid saw him, 
and said unto them that were there, This fellow was also 
with Jé’-sus of Niz’-a-réth. And again he denied with an 
oath, I do not know the Man. And ‘after a while another of 
them that stood by confidently affirmed and said to Pé -ter, 
Surely thou also art one of them; for thou art a G&l’-i- 
1é’-an, and thy speech betrayeth thee. One of the servants 
of the high priest, being his kinsman whose ear Pé’-ter cut 
off, saith, Did I not see “thee i in the garden with Him? But 
he began. to curse and to swear, saying, I know not this Man 
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of whom ye speak. And immediately, while he yet spake, 
the cock crew the second time. 

Peter’s Repentance.— And the Lord turned, and looked 
upon Pé’-ter. And Pé’-ter remembered the word of Jé’-sus, 
which said unto him, Before the cock crow twice, thou shalt 
deny Me thrice. And Pé’-ter went out and wept bitterly. 

Judas’s Remorse. — When the morning was come, all the 
chief priests and elders of the people took counsel against 
Jé’-sus, and when they had bound Him, they led Him away, 
and delivered Him to Pin’-ti-us Pi’-late, the governor. Then 
Ji’-das, which had betrayed Him, when he saw that He was 
condemned to death, repented himself, and brought again 
the thirty pieces of silver to the chief priests and elders, 
saying, I have sinned in that I have betrayed the innocent 
blood. And they said, What is that to us? See thou to that. 

Judas’s Despair. — And he cast down the pieces of silver 
in the Temple, and departed, and went and hanged him- 
self, and he burst asunder in the midst, and all his bowels 
gushed out. 

The Potter's Field. — And the chief priests took the silver 
pieces and said, It is not lawful for to put them into the 
treasury, because it is the price of blood. And they bought 
with them the potter’s field to bury strangers in. Wherefore 
that field was called The Field of Blood unto this day. Then 
was fulfilled that which was spoken by Jér’-e-my, the prophet, 
saying, And they took the thirty pieces of silver, the price 
of Him that was valued, whom they of the children of Is’- 
ra-el did value; and gave them for the potter’s field, as the 
Lord appointed me. 


Second Commandment. — Highth Commandment. —Siath Pe- 
tition. — Repentance. 


1 Cor. 10, 12. Let him that thinketh he standeth take heed 
lest he fall. 


In the hour of trial, When Thou see’st me waver, 
Jesus, plead for me, With a look recall; 

Lest by base denial Nor from fear or favor 

I depart from Thee; Suffer me to fall. 


47. Christ before Pilate. 


Marr. 27, 1.2.11—14. Marx 15, 1—5. Lure 28, 1—12. 
JOHN 18, 28—88. 
The Accusations. — And the whole multitude arose and 


bound J é’-gus, and led Him from (a’-ia-phas unto the hall 
of judgment, and delivered Him to Pén’-ti-us Pi’-late; 
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and it was early. And they themselves went not into the 
judgment-hall, lest they should be defiled, but that they 
might eat the passover. Pi’-late then went out unto them 
and said, What accusation bring ye against this Man? They 
answered and said unto him, If He were not a malefactor, 
we would not have delivered Him up unto thee. Then said 
Pi’-late unto them, Take ye Him, and judge Him according 
to your law. The Jews therefore said unto Him, It is not 
lawful for us to put any man to death (that the saying of 
Jé-sus might be fulfilled which He spake, signifying what 
death He should die). And they began to accuse Him, say- 
ing, We found this fellow perverting the nation, and for- 
bidding to give tribute td Cae’-sar, saying that He Himself 
is Christ, a. King. 

Christ Questioned Concerning His Kingdom. — Then 
Pi’-late entered, into the judgment-hall again, and called 
Jé-sus, and said unto Him, Art Thou the King of the Jews? 
Jé-sus answered him, Sayest thou this thing of thyself, or 
did others tell it thee of Me? Pi’-late answered, Am I a Jew? 
Thine own nation and the chief priests have delivered Thee 
unto me; what hast Thou done? Jé’-sus answered, My king- 
dom is not of this world; if My kingdom were of this world, 
then would My servants fight that I should not be delivered 
to the Jews; but now is My kingdom not from hence. Pi’-late 
therefore said unto Him, Art Thou a king, then? Jé’-sus 
-answered, Thou sayest I am a king. To this end was I born, 
and for this cause came I into the world that I should bear 
witness unto the truth. Every one that is of the truth 
heareth My voice. Pi’-late saith unto Him, What is truth? 
And when he had said this, he went out again unto the Jews 
and saith unto them, I find in Him no fault at all. 

And when He was accused of the chief priests and elders, 
He answered nothing. Then saith Pi’-late unto Him, Hearest 
Thou not how many things they witness against Thee? And 
He answered him to never a word, insomuch that the gov- 
ernor marveled greatly. 

Christ Sent to Herod.— And they were the more fierce, 
saying, He stirreth up the people, teaching throughout all 
Jew-ry, beginning from Gal’-i-lee to this place. When Pi’- 
late heard of Gal’-i-lee, he asked whether the man were a 
G3l-i-lé’-an. And as soon as he knew that He belonged unto 
Hér’-od’s jurisdiction, he sent Him to Hér’-od, who himself 
also was at Je-ru-sa-lém at that time. And when Hér’-od 
saw Jé-sus, he was exceeding glad; for he was desirous to 
see Him of a long season, because he had heard many things 
of Him; and he hoped to have seen some miracle done by 
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Him. Then he questioned with Him in many words; but 
He answered him nothing. And the chief priests and scribes 
stood and vehemently accused Him. And Hér’-od with his 
men of war set Him at naught, and mocked Him and ar- 
rayed Him in a gorgeous robe, and sent Him again to 
Pi’-late. And the same day Pi’-late and Hér’-od were made 
friends together; for before they were at enmity between 
themselves. 


Second Article: “Suffered under Pontius Pilate.” 
2 Cor. 5,21. He hath made Him to be sin for us who knew no 
sin, that we might be made the righteousness of God in Him. 
My burden in Thy passion, 
Lord, Thou hast borme for me, 
For it was my transgression 
Which brought this woe on Thee. 
I cast me down before Thee, 
Wrath were my rightful lot; 
Have mercy, I implore Thee; 
Redeemer, spurn me not! 


Nors. — Pilate had been governor of Judea for six years. 
A few years after the crucifixion of Jesus he was deposed from 
office on account of cruelty, and banished to Gaul (France). 


48. The Savior Condemned. 


Mart. 27, 15—30. Marx 15, 6—20. Luxe 23, 183—25. 
JoHN 18, 31—19, 16. 


Jesus’ Innocence Declared. — And Pi’-late when he had 
called together the chief priests and the rulers and the 
people, said unto them, Ye have brought this Man unto me 
as one that perverteth the people; and, behold, I, having 
examined Him before you, have found no fault in this Man 
touching those things whereof ye accuse Him; no, nor yet 
Hér’-od; for I sent you to him; and, lo, nothing worthy of 
death is done unto Him. I will therefore chastise Him and 
release Him. 

Barabbas. -—— Now, at that feast the governor was wont to 
release unto the people a prisoner, whomsoever they desired. 
And they had then a notable prisoner, called Bar-ab’-bas, who 
for a certain sedition made in the city, and for murder, was 
cast into prison. Therefore, when they were gathered to- 
gether, Pi’-late said, Ye have a custom that I should release 
unto you one at the Passover; whom will ye that I release 
unto you, Biar-ab’-bas, or Jé’-sus, which is called Christ? 
lor he knew that for envy they had delivered Him. 
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_ Pilate’s Wife. — When Pi’-late was set down on the 
judgment-seat, his wife sent unto him, saying, Have thou 
nothing to do with that just Man; for I have suffered many 
things this day in a dream because of Him. But the chief 
priests and elders persuaded the multitude that they should 
ask Bar-ab’-bas, and destroy Jé’-sus. The governor answered 
and said unto them, Whether of the twain will ye that I re- 
lease unto you? 

The Choice. — Then cried they out all at once, saying, 
Away with this Man, and release unto us Bar-ab’-bas. Pi’- 


late, therefore, willing to release Jé’-sus, spake again to them, 
What shall I do, then, with Jé’-sus, which is called Christ? 
They cried, saying, Crucify Him, crucify Him! And he said 
unto them the third time, Why, what evil hath He done? 
I have found no cause of death in Him. I will therefore 
chastise Him, and let Him go. And they were instant with 
loud voices, requiring that He might be crucified. And the 
voices of them and of the chief priests prevailed. 

The Scourging. — Then Pi’-late took Jé’-gus and scourged 
Him, and the soldiers took Jé’-gus into the common hall, and 
gathered unto Him the whole band of soldiers. And they 
stripped Him, and put on Him a scarlet robe, and platted 
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a crown of thorns and put it upon His head, and a reed in 
His right hand; and they bowed the knee before Him, and 
mocked Him, saying, Hail, King of the J ews! _And they 
smote Him with their hands, and spit upon Him, and took 
the reed, and smote Him on the head. Pi-late, therefore, 
went forth again, and saith unto them, Behold, I bring Him 
forth to you, that ye may know that I find no fault in Him. 
Then came Jé’-sus forth, wearing the crown of thorns and 
the purple robe. And Pi’-late saith unto them, Behold the 
Man! 


Christ’s Death Demanded. — When the chief priests, 
therefore, and officers saw Him, they cried out, saying, 


Crucify Him, crucify Him! Pi’-late saith unto them, Take 
ye Him, and crucify Him; for I find no fault in Him. The 
Jews answered him, We have a law, and by our law He ought 
to die, because He made Himself the Son of God. When 
Pi’-late, therefore, heard that saying, he was the more afraid, 
and went again into the judgment-hall, and saith unto Jé’-gsus, 
Whence art Thou? But Jésus gave him no answer. Then 
saith Pi’-late unto Him, Speakest Thou not unto me? 
Knowest Thou not that I have power to crucify Thee, and 
have power to release Thee? Jé’-sus answered, Thou couldest 
have no power at all against Me, except it were given thee 
from above; therefore, he that delivered Me unto thee hath 
the greater sin. And from thenceforth Pi’-late sought to 
release Him; but the Jews cried out, saying, If thou let this 
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man go, thou art not Cae-sar’s friend; whdsoever maketh 
himself a king speaketh against Qae’-sar. 

The Sentence. — When Pi’-late, therefore, heard that say- 
ing, and saw that he could prevail nothing, but that rather 
a tumult was made, he took water, and washed his hands 
before the multitude, saying, I am innocent of the blood of 
this just person; see ye to it. Then answered all the people 
and said, His blood be on us and our children. Then re- 
leased he Biar-’b’-bas unto them; but he delivered Jé’-sus 
to their will to be crucified. 


Second Article: “Not with gold or silver,” ete. 

‘1 Pet. 1, 18.19. Forasmuch as ye know that ye were not re- 
deemed with corruptible things, as silver and gold, from your 
vain conversation received by tradition from your fathers, but 
. with the precious blood of Christ, as the Lamb without blemish 
and without spot. 

O bleeding Head, and wounded, 
And full of pain and scorn, 

In mockery surrounded 

With cruel crown of thorn! 


Norse. —“Scourged Him.” The scourge was formed of three 
lashes made of leather or small cords, thirteen strokes of which 
were equal to thirty-nine lashes, and not more than forty could 
be given under the Law. Sometimes sharp iron points were fas- 
tened to the end of the thongs, to render the suffering still more 
extreme. 


49. The Crucifixion. 
(Part I.) 


Mart. 27. Marx 15. Luxe 23. Joun 19. 


The Way to the Cross. — And they took off the purple 
robe from Him, and put His own clothes on Him, and led 
Him out to crucify Him. And He, bearing His cross, went 
forth into a place called the place of a skull, which is called 
in the Hé’-brew G6l’-go-tha. And as they led Him away, 
they found a man of Cy-ré’-ne, Si-mon by name, coming 
out of the country; him they compelled to bear the cross 
after Jé’-sus. And there followed Him a great company of 
people and of women, which also bewailed and lamented Him. 
But Jé-sus turning unto them said, Daughters of Je-ru’- 
sa-lém, weep not for Me, but weep for yourselves and for 
your children. For, behold, the days are coming in the which 
they shall begin to say to the mountains, Fall on us; and to 
the hills, Cover us. For if they do these things in a green 
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tree, what shall be done in the dry? And there were also 
two others, malefactors, led with Him to be put to death. 
And when they were come to the place which is called Cal’- 
va-ry, they gave Him vinegar to drink, mingled with gall; 
and when He had tasted thereof, He would not drink. 

The Crucifixion. — And they crucified Him and the male- 
factors with Him, one on the right hand, and the other on 
the left. And the scripture was fulfilled which saith, And 
He was numbered with the transgressors. And it was the 


third hour. Then said Jé’-sus, Father, forgive them; for 
they know not what they do. 

The Superscription.— And Pi’-late wrote a title in let- 
ters of Greek and Lat’-in and Hé-brew, and put: it on the 
cross. And the writing was, JESUS OF NAZARETH, 
THE KING OF THE JEWS. Then said the chief priests 
of the Jews to Pi’-late, Write not, The King of the Jews, 
but that He said, I am King of the Jews. And Pi’-late 
answered, What I have written, I have written. 

Jesus’ Garments Parted.—'Then the soldiers, when they- 
had crucified Jé’-sus, took His garments, and made four 
parts, to every soldier a part; and also His coat. Now, the 
coat was without seam, woven from the top throughout. They 
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said therefore among themselves, Let us not rend it, but cast 
lots for it whose it shall be; that the scripture might be ful- 
filled which saith, They parted My raiment among them, and 
for My vesture they did cast lots. And sitting down, they 
watched Him there. These things the soldiers did, and the 
people stood beholding. 

Blasphemy. — And they that passed by reviled Him, wag- 
ging their heads and saying, Ah, Thou that destroyest the 
Temple, and buildest it in three days, save Thyself. If Thou 
be the Son of God, come down from the cross. Likewise 
also the chief priests, mocking Him, with the scribes: and 
elders, said, He saved others; Himself He cannot save. If 
He be the King of Is’-ra-el, let Him now come down from 
the cross, that we may see and believe. He trusted in God; 
let Him deliver Him now, if He will have Him; for He 
said, I am the Son of God. And the soldiers also mocked 
Him, coming to Him, and offering Him vinegar, and saying, 
If Thou be the King of the Jews, save Thyself. 


* Second Article: Crucifixion of Christ. 


Gal. 3,13. Christ has redeemed us from the Law, being made 
a curse for us; for it is written, Cursed is every one that hangeth 
on a tree. 
Stricken, smitten, and afflicted, 
’ See Him dying’ on the tree! 
*Tis the Christ by man rejected; 
Yes, my soul, tis He! *tis He! 
°Tis the long-expected Prophet, 
David’s Son, yet David’s Lord; 
Proofs I see sufficient of it: 
*Tis the true and faithful Word. 


# Note. — Cyrene was a city in Northern Africa. 
Crucifixion, a most disgraceful and extremely painful means 
of putting a man to death, was used by the Romans, as a rule, 
only for slaves and great criminals. 


50. The Crucifixion. 
(Part II.) . 
Mart. 27. Marx 15. Luxe 23. Joun 19. 
The Dying Thief.— And one of the malefactors which 
were hanged railed on Him, saying, If Thou be Christ, save 


Thyself and us. But the other, answering, rebuked him, 
saying, Dost not thou fear God, seeing thou art in the same 


condemnation? And we indeed justly; for we receive the 


due reward of our deeds; but this Man hath done nothing 
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amiss. And he said unto Jé’-gus, Lord, remember me when 
Thou comest into Thy kingdom. And J é’-sus said unto him, 
Verily, I say unto thee, To-day shalt thou be with Me in 
aradise. - 

i John and Mary. — Now there stood by the cross of Jé’-gus 

His mother, and His mother’s sister, Ma’-ry, the wife of Olé’- 

o-phas, and Ma’-ry Mig-da-lé’-ne. When J é’-sus, therefore, 


saw His mother, and the disciple standing by, whom He loved, 
He saith unto His mother, Woman, behold thy son! Then 
saith He to the disciple, Behold thy mother! And from that 
hour that disciple took her unto his own home. 

The Darkness. — And it was about the sixth hour, and 
there was a darkness over all the earth unto the ninth hour. 
_And the sun was darkened. And at the ninth hour Jé’-gsus 
cried with a loud voice, saying, E’-li, B-'li, 1a’-ma sa-bich’- 
tha-ni, that is to say, My God, My God, why hast Thou for- 


50. The Crucifixion. 937 


saken Me? Some of them that stood there, when they heard 
that, said, This man calleth for E-li’-as. And straightway 
one of them ran, and took a sponge, and filled it with vinegar, 
and put it on a reed, and gave Him to drink. The rest said, 
Let be, let us see whether E-li’-as will come to save Him. 


Intense Suffering. — After this, Jé’-sus, knowing that all 
things were now accomplished, that the Scripture might be 
fulfilled, saith, I thirst. Now there was set a vessel full of 
vinegar; and they filled a sporige with vinegar and put it 
upon hyssop, and put it to His mouth, and gave Him to drink. 

Jesus’ Death. — When Jé’-sus, therefore, had received the 
vinegar, He said, It is finished. And when He had cried 
with a loud voice, He said, Father, into Thy hands I com- 
mend My spirit; and having said thus, He bowed His head, 
and gave up the ghost. 


Wonderful Events. — And, behold, the veil of the Temple 
-was rent in twain from the top to the bottom; and the earth 
did quake, and the rocks rent; and the graves were opened; 
and many bodies of the saints which slept, arose, and came 
out of the graves after His resurrection, and went into the 
Holy City, and appeared unto many. Now, when the cen- 
turion, and they that were with him, watching Jé’-sus, saw 
the earthquake, and those things that were done, they feared 
greatly; and the centurion glorified God, saying, Certainly, 
this was a righteous Man; this was the Son of God. And 
all the people that came together to see that sight, beholding 
the things which were done, smote their breasts and returned. 


Second Article: “Was crucified, dead, and buried.” 
John 1,29. Behold the Lamb of God, which taketh away the 
sin of the world. 
O Lamb of God, most holy! 
Who on the cross didst languish, 
H’er patient, meek, and lowly, 
Though mocked amid Thine anguish; 
Our sins Thou bearedst for us, 
Else would despair reign o’er us; 
Have mercy on us, O Jesus! 


Notre. — The veil of the Temple was rent in twain. Before 

the entrance to the Holy of Holies hung a veil, or curtain, about 
three inches thick, so that not the least glimpse could be gotten 
of the holy sanctuary. An unseen hand rent this strong, heavy 
curtain when Jesus died for all mankind. 


. 
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51. The Burial of Jesus. 
Mart: 27. Marx 15. Luxe.23. Jonyn 19. 


Jesus’ Side is Pierced. —The J ews, therefore, because it 
was the preparation, that the bodies should not remain upon 
the cross on the Sabbath-day, (for that Sabbath-day was an 
high day,) besought Pi’-late that their legs might be broken, 


and they might be taken away. Then came the soldiers, and 
brake the legs of the first, and of the other which was cruci- 
fied with Him; but when they came to J é’-sus, and saw that 
He was dead already, they brake not His legs, but one of 
the soldiers with a spear pierced His side, and forthwith 
came there out blood and water. These things were done 
that the scripture should be fulfilled, A bone of Him shall 
not be broken. And again another scripture saith, They 
shall look on Him whom they pierced. 

Jesus Removed from the Cross. — And when the even was 
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come, there came Jd’-seph of Ar-i-ma-thae’-a, an honorable 
counselor, a good man, and a just, (the same had not con- 
sented to the counsel and deed of them,) who also himself 
waited for the kingdom of God, being a disciple of Jé’-sus, 
but secretly for fear of the Jews, this man went in boldly 
unto Pi’-late, and begged the body of Jé-sus. And Pi’-late 
marveled if He were already dead; and calling unto him the 
centurion, he asked him whether He had been any while dead. 
And when he knew it of the centurion, he gave the body to 
Jo-seph. And he bought fine linen, and took Him down. 
And there came also Nic-o-dé’-mus, which at the first came 
to Jé’-sus by night, and brought a mixture of myrrh and 
aloes, about a hundred pound weight. Then took they the 
body of Jé’-sus, and wound it in linen clothes with the spices, 
as the manner of the Jews is to bury. 

The Sepulcher. — Now, in the place where He was cruci- 
fied, there was a garden, and in the garden a new sepulcher, 
that was. hewn in stone, wherein never man before was laid. 
There laid they Jé’-sus, therefore, because of the Jews’ prepa- 
ration day, (for the sepulcher was nigh at hand,) and rolled 
a great stone unto the door of the sepulcher, and departed. 
And the women also, which came with Him from Gil’-i-lee 
followed after, and beheld the sepulcher, and how His body 
was laid. And they returned and prepared spices and oint- 
ments; and rested the Sabbath-day according to the com- 
mandment. 

The Bad Conscience of the High Priests. — Now, the next 
day, the chief priests and Phiar’-i-sees came together unto 
Pi’-late, saying, Sir, we remember that that deceiver said 
while He was yet alive, After three days I will rise again. 
Command, therefore, that the sepulcher be made sure until 
the third day, lest His disciples come by night and steal 
Him away, and say unto the people, He is risen from the 
dead: so the last error shall be worse than the first. Pi’-late 
said unto them, Ye have a watch; go your way; make it as 
sure as ye can. So'they went, and made the sepulcher sure, 
sealing the stone and setting a watch. 

Second Article: “Was crucified, dead, and buried.” 

Ps. 16, 10. Thou wilt not suffer Thine Holy One to see cor- 
ruption. 

O darkest woe! Ye tears, forth flow! 
Has earth so sad a wonder? 

God the Father’s only Son 

Now is buried yonder! 


Nore. — “Hundred pound weight” — about seventy-five pounds. 


Indeed a rich gift! : : 
“Spices”. —= aromatic substances used in embalming. 
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52. The Resurrection. 


Mart. 28, 1—8. Marx 16,1—8. Luxe 24, 1—12. 
JoHN 20, 1—10. 


The Preparation. — And when the Sabbath was past, 
Ma’-ry Mig-da-lé’-ne and Ma’-ry, the mother of James, and 
Sa-lo’-me, had. bought sweet spices, that they might come 
and anoint Him. And very early in the morning, the first 
day of the week, they came unto the sepulcher at the rising 
of the sun, bringing the spices which they had prepared. 
And they said among themselves, Who shall roll us away the 
stone from the door of the sepulcher? 


The Empty Sepulcher. — And, behold, there was a great 
earthquake; for the angel of the Lord descended from 
heaven, and came and rolled back the stone from the door, 
and sat upon it. His countenance was like lightning and 
his raiment white as snow; and for fear of him the keepers 
did shake and became as dead men. And when the women 
looked, they saw that the stone was rolled away; for it was 
very great. And they entered in, and found not the body 
of the Lord Jé’-sus. 


The Easter-message.— And it came to pass as they were 
much perplexed thereabout, behold, they saw a young man 
sitting on the right side, clothed in a long -white garment; 
and they were affrighted. And he saith unto the women, 
Be not affrighted; ye seek Jé’-sus of Ndz’-a-réth, which was 
crucified: He is risen; He is not here. Behold the place 
where they laid Him. But go your way, tell His disciples 
and Pé’-ter that He goeth before you into Gil’-i-lee; there 
shall ye see Him, as He said unto you. And they remembered 
His words, and went out quickly, and fled from the sepulcher, 
for they trembled and were amazed; and told all these things 
unto the eleven and to all the rest. And their words seemed 
to them as idle tales, and they believed them not. Then 
Ma’-ry Mig-da-lé’-ne runneth and cometh to Si’-mon Pé’-ter 
and to the other disciple, whom Jé@’-sus loved, and saith unto 
them, They have taken away the Lord out of the sepulcher, 
and we know not where they have laid Him. 


Peter and John at the Sepulcher.— Then arose Pé’-ter, 
and ran unto the sepulcher, and that other disciple. So they 
ran both together; and the other disciple did outrun Pé’-ter, 
and came first to the sepulcher. And he, stooping down and 
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looking in, saw the linen clothes lying; yet went he not in. 
Then cometh Si’-mon Pé’-ter, and went into the sepulcher, 
and seeth the linen clothes lie, and the napkin that was 
about His head, not lying with the linen clothes, but wrapped 
together in a place by itself. Then went in also that other 
disciple, which came first to the sepulcher, and he saw and 
believed. For as yet they knew not the Scripture, that He 
must rise again from the dead. Then the disciples went 
away again unto their own home. 
Second Article: “The third day He arose again from the dead.” 
Rom. 1,4. He was declared to be the Son of God with power, 
ee to the Spirit of holiness, by the resurrection from the 
ead. 

They in the grave did sink Him, 

The Foe held jubilee; 

Before he can bethink him, 

Lo! Christ again is free, 

And “Victory!” He cries, 

And waveth toward the skies 

His banner, for the field 

Is by the Hero held. 


53. The First Appearances of the Risen Lord. 
Mart. 28. Joun 20. 


Mary Magdalene. — But Ma’-ry Mag-da-lé’-ne stood with- 
out at the sepulcher weeping; and as she wept, she stooped 
down, and looked into the sepulcher, and seeth two angels 
in white, sitting, the one at the head and the other at the: 
feet, where the body of Jé’-sus had lain. And they say unto 
her, Woman, why weepest thou? She saith unto them, Be- 
cause they have taken away my Lord, and I know not where 
they have laid Him. And when she had thus said, she 
turned herself back, and saw Jé’-sus standing, and knew not 
that it was Jé’-sus. Jé-sus saith unto her, Woman, why 
weepest thou? Whom seekest thou? She, supposing Him 
to be the gardener, saith unto Him, Sir, if Thou have borne 
Him hence, tell me where Thou hast laid Him, and I will 
take Him away. Jé’-sus saith unto her, Ma’-ry! -She turned 
herself, and saith unto Him, Rab-bd’-ni, which is to say, 
Master. Jé’-gsus saith unto her, Touch Me not; for I am 
not yet ascended to My Father. But go to My brethren, and 
say unto them, I ascend unto My Father and your Father, 
and to My God and your God. 

Comprehensive Bible History. 16 
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The Other Women. — And as the other women went to 
tell His disciples, behold, Jé’-sus met them, saying, All hail! 
And they came and held Him by the feet, and worshiped 
Him. Then said Jé-sus unto them, Be not afraid; go, tell 
My brethren that they go into Gal’-i-lee, and there shall they 
see Me. 


‘The Guards Bribed. — Now some of the watch came into 


the city, and showed unto the chief priests all the things 
that were done. And when they were assembled with the 
elders, and had taken counsel, they gave large money unto 
the soldiers, saying, Say ye, His disciples came by night, and 
stole Him away while we slept: And if this come to the 
governor’s ears, we will persuade him, and secure you. So 
they took the money, and did as they were taught; and this 
saying is commonly reported among the J ews: until this day. 
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Second Article: “Even as He is risen from the dead, lives and 
reigns to all eternity.” 
1 Cor. 15,17. And if Christ be not raised, your faith is in vain; 
ye are yet in your sins. 
Vain the stone, the watch, the seal; 
Christ has burst the gates of hell. 
Death in vain forbids Him rise; 
Christ has opened Paradise. 


54. Jesus Appears on the Way to Emmaus. 
Luxe 24, 13—25. Marx 16, 12. 13. 


The Two Disciples. — And, behold, two of them went that 
same day to a village called Em’-ma-is, which was from 
Je-ru’-sa-lém about sixty furlongs. And they talked together 
of all these things which had happened. ~ 

The Stranger.— And it came to pass that, while they 
communed together and reasoned, Jé’-sus Himself drew near, 
and went with them. But their eyes were holden that they 
should not know Him. And He said unto them, What man- 
ner of communications are these that ye have one to another 
as ye walk, and are sad? And the one of them, whose name 
was Clé’-o-pas, answering, said unto Him, Art Thou ‘only 
a stranger in Je-ru’-sa-lém, and hast not known the things 
which are come to pass there in these days? And He said 
unto them, What things? And they said unto Him, Con- 
cerning Jé-sus of Niz’-a-réth, which was a prophet mighty 
in deed and word before God and all the people; and how 
the chief priests and our rulers delivered Him to be con- 
demned to death, and have crucified Him. But we trusted 
that it had been He which should have redeemed Is’-ra-el. 
And besides all this, to-day is the third day since these things 
were done. Yea, and certain women also of our company 
made us astonished, which were early at the sepulcher; and 
when they found not His body, they came, saying that they 
had also seen a vision of angels, which said that He was 
alive. And certain of them which were with us went to the 
sepulcher, and found it even so as the women had said; but 
Him they saw not. 

Jesus Hxpounds the Scripture. — Then He said unto 
them, O fools, and slow of heart to believe all that the 
prophets have spoken: Ought not Christ to have suffered 
these things, and to enter into His glory? And beginning at 
Mo’-ses and all the prophets, He expounded unto them in all 
the Scriptures the things concerning Himself.. And they 
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drew nigh unto the village whither they went; and He made 
as though He would have gone further. But they constrained. 
Him, saying, Abide with us; for it is toward evening, and 
the day is far spent. And He went in to tarry with them. 

Jesus Makes Himself Known. — And it came to pass, as 
He sat at meat with them, He took bread, and blessed it, 
and brake, and gave to them. And their eyes were opened, 


and they knew Him; and He vanished out of their sight. 
And they said one to another, Did not our heart burn within 
us while He talked with us by the way, and while He opened 
to us the Scriptures? And they rose up the same hour, and 
returned to J e-ry’-sa-lém, and found the eleven gathered to- 
gether, and them that were with them, saying, The Lord is 
risen indeed and hath appeared to Si’-mon. And they told 
what things were done in the way, and how He was known 
of them in breaking of bread, 
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Second Petition. 


Is. 42, 3. A bruised reed shall He not break, and the smoking 
flax shall He not quench. 


Abide with me! Fast falls the eventide; 
The darkness deepens; Lord, with me abide! 
When other helpers fail, and comforts flee, 
Help of the helpless, oh, abide with me! 


Norte. — “Sixty furlongs” are about seven and one half miles. 


55. Christ Appears to the Disciples. 
Mark 16,14. Luxe 24, 36-—48. Jou 20, 19—81. 


The Easter Greeting. — Then the same day, at evening, 
being the first day of the week, when the doors were shut 
where the disciples were assembled for fear of the Jews, 
came Jé’-sus and stood in the midst, and saith unto them, 
Peace be unto you. But they were terrified and affrighted, 
and supposed that they had seen a spirit. And He said unto 
them, Why are ye troubled, and why do thoughts arise in 
your hearts? Behold My hands and My feet, that it is I My- 
self; handle Me and see; for a spirit hath not flesh and 
bones, as ye see Me have. And when He had thus spoken, 
He showed them His hands and His feet and His side. Then 
were the disciples glad when they saw the Lord. And while 
they yet believed not for joy, and wondered, He said unto 
them, Have ye here any meat? And they gave Him a piece 
of broiled fish and of a honeycomb. And He took it and did 
eat before them. Then said Jé’-sus to them again, Peace be 
unto you;' as My Father sent Me, even so send I you. 


The Office of the Keys.— And when He had said this, 
He breathed on them, and saith unto them, Receive ye the 
Holy Ghost. Whosesoever sins ye remit, they are remitted 
unto them; and whosesoever sins ye retain, they are retained. 


Thomas. — But Thém’-as, one of the Twelve, called Did’- 
y-mis, was not with them when Jé-sus came. The other 
disciples therefore said unto him, We have seen the Lord. 
But he said unto them, Except I shall see in His hands the 
print of the nails, and put my finger into the print of the 
nails, and thrust my hands into His side, I will not believe. 
And after eight days again His disciples were within, and 
Thdm’-as with them. Then came Jé’-sus, the doors being 
shut, and stood in the midst, and: said, Peace be unto you. 
Then said He to Théim’-as, Reach hither thy finger and be- 
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hold My hands, and reach hither thy hand and thrust it into, 
My side; and be not faithless, but believing. And Thom -as 
answered and said unto Him, My Lord and my God. Jé-sus 
saith unto him, Thém’-as, because thou hast seen Me, thou 
hast believed. Blessed are they that have not seen, and yet 
have believed. 


I'he Office of the Keys. 


Luke 10, 16. He that heareth you heareth Me; and he that 
despiseth you despiseth Me; and he that despiseth Me despiseth 
Him that sent Me. 


Shine on the darkened and the cold, 

Reeall the wand’rers from Thy fold, 2 
Unite all those who walk apart, 

Confirm the weak and doubting heart. Pip i 


= 
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56. Christ’s Appearance in Galilee. 
JOHN 21. 


At the Sea of Tiberias. — After these things Jé-sus 
showed Himself again to the disciples at the Sea of Ti-béa’- 
ri-as; and on this wise showed He Himself. There were 
together Si-mon Pé’-ter, and Thiém’-as, and Na-thin’-a-el of 
Ca’-na, in G4l'-i-lee, and the sons of Zéb’-e-dee, and two other 
of His disciples. Si-mon Pé-ter saith unto them, I go 
a-fishing. They say unto him, We also go with thee. They 
went forth, and entered into a ship immediately; and that 
night they caught nothing. But when the morning was now 
come, Jé’-sus stood on the shore; but the disciples knew not 
that it was Jé’-sus. Then Jé-sus saith unto them, Children, 
have ye any meat? They answered Him, No. And He said 
unto them, Cast the net on the right side of the ship, and 
ye shall find. They cast therefore, and now they were not 
able to draw it for the multitude of fishes. Therefore that 
disciple whom Jé’-sus loved saith unto Pé’-ter, It is the Lord. 
Now, when Si’-mon Pé’-ter heard that it was the Lord, he 
girt his fisher’s coat unto him, and did cast himself into 
the sea. And the other disciples came in a little ship, (for 
they were not far from land, but as it were two hundred 
cubits,) dragging the net with fishes. As soon, then, as they 
were come to land, they saw a fire of coals there, and fish 
laid thereon, and bread. Jé’-sus saith unto them, Bring of 
the fish which ye have now caught. Si’-mon Pé’-ter went up, 
and drew the net to land full of great fishes, a hundred and 
fifty and three; and for all there were so many, yet was not 
the net broken. Jé-sus saith unto them, Come and dine. 
And none of the disciples durst ask Him, Who art Thou? 
knowing that it was the Lord. Jé-sus then cometh, and 
taketh bread, and giveth them, and fish likewise. 

Peter Reinstated into the Apostleship. — So when they 
had dined, Jé’-sus saith to Si’-mon Pé’-ter, Si’-mon, son of 
J6-nas, lovest thou Me more than these? He saith unto 
Him, Yea, Lord; Thou knowest that I love Thee. He saith 
unto him, Feed My lambs. He saith to him again the second 
time, Si’-mon, son of Jé’-nas, lovest thou Me? He saith unto 
Him, Yea, Lord; Thou knowest that I love Thee. He saith 
unto him, Feed My sheep. He saith unto him the third time, 
Si’-mon, son of J6’-nas, lovest thou Me? Pé’-ter was grieved 
because He said unto him the third time, Lovest thou Me? 
And he said unto Him, Lord, Thou knowest all things; Thou 
knowest that I love Thee. Jé’-sus saith unto him, Feed My 
sheep. Verily, verily, I say unto thee, When thou wast young, 
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thou girdedst thyself, and walkedst whither thou wouldest 
but when thou shalt be old, thou shalt stretch forth thy hands 
and another shall gird thee, and carry thee whither thov 
wouldest not. This spake He, signifying by what death h 
should glorify God. And when He had spoken this, He saitl 
unto him, Follow Me. ’ 


First Article: Benevolent, merciful, gracious. - 
1 John 4, 8. God is Love. 


Notre. — Peter is said to have been crucified during’ the per 
secution in the reign of the cruel Emperor Nero. 


57. Christ’s Ascension. 
Marr. 28. Mark 16. Luxe 24. Aots 1. 


The Parting Charge. — Then the eleven disciples wen 
away into Gal’-i-lee, into a mountain where Jé’-sus had ap 
pointed them. And when they saw Him, they worshipe 
Him. And Jé-sus came and spake unto them, saying, Al 
power is given unto Me in heaven and in earth. Go ye 
‘therefore, and teach all nations, baptizing them in the nam 
of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost; teach 
ang them to observe all things whatsoever I have commande 
you. And, lo, I am with you alway, even unto the end o 
the world. He that believeth and is baptized shall be savea 
but he that believeth not shall be damned. 


The Promise of the Spirit. — And Jé@-sus showed Him 
self alive after His passion by many infallible proofs, bein; 
seen of His disciples forty days, and speaking of the thing 
pertaining to the kingdom of God. And being assembled to 
gether with them, He commanded them that they should no 
depart from Je-ru’-sa-lém, but wait for the promise of th 
Father, which, saith He, ye have heard of Me. For Jéh 
truly baptized with water; but ye shall be baptized with th 
Holy Ghost not many days hence. Ye shall receive powe 
after that the Holy Ghost is come upon you; and ye shal 
be witnesses unto Me both in Je-ru’-sa-lém, and in all Ju 
dé’-a, and in Sa-mia’-ri-a, and unto the uttermost part o 
the earth. 


The Ascension. — And He led them out as far as t 
Béth’-a-ny, and lifted up His hands and blessed them. An 
it came to pass while He blessed them, He was parted fron 
them, and carried up into heaven while they beheld, anc 
a cloud received Him out of their sight. And while the 
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looked steadfastly toward heaven as He went up, behold, two 
men stood by them in white apparel; which also said, Ye 
men of Gal’-i-lee, why stand ye gazing up into heaven? This 
same Jé-sus which is taken up from you into heaven shall 
so come in like manner as ye have seen Him go into heaven. 
And they worshiped Him, and returned to Je-ry’-sa-lém, 


from the mount called Ol’-i-vét, with great joy. And they 
were continually in the Temple, praising and blessing God. 


Second Article: “He ascended into heaven.” 
John 12, 26. Where I am, there shall also My servant be. 


The Head that once was crowned 
with thorns 

Is crowned with glory now; 

A royal diadem adorns 

The mighty Victor’s brow. 
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The Founding and Growth of the Christian Church. 


58. The Outpouring of the Holy Ghost 
on Pentecost. 
Acts 2. 


The Accompanying Signs. — And when the day of Pén’- 
te-cdst was fully come, they were all with one accord in one 
place. And suddenly there came a sound from heaven as of 
a rushing mighty wind. And it filled all the house where 
they were sitting. And there appeared unto them cloven 
tongues like as of fire, and it sat upon each of them. And 
they were all filled with the Holy Ghost, and began to speak 
with other tongues, as the Spirit gave them utterance. 

The Multitudes. — And there were dwelling at Je-ru’-sa- 
lém, Jews, devout men, out of every nation under heaven. 
Now, when this was noised abroad, the multitude came to- 
gether and were confounded, because that every man heard 
them speak in his own language. And they were all amazed 
and marveled, saying one to another, Behold, are not all these 
which speak Gal-i-lé’-ans? And how hear we every man in 
our own tongue, wherein we were born? We do hear them 
speak in our tongues the wonderful works of God. And they 
were all amazed, and were in doubt, saying one to another, 
What meaneth this? Others, mocking, said, These men are 
full of new wine. 

Peter’s Sermon. — But Pé’-ter, standing up with the 
eleven, lifted up his voice and said unto them, Ye men of 
Ju-dé’-a, and all ye that dwell at Je-ru’-sa-lém, be this known 
unto you, and hearken to my words; for these are not 
drunken, as ye suppose, seeing it is but the third hour of 
the day. But this is that which was spoken by ‘the prophet 
J6’-el: And it shall come to pass in the last days, saith God, 
I will pour out of My Spirit upon all flesh; and your sons 
and your daughters shall prophesy, and your young men shall 
see visions, and your old men shall dream dreams. And on 
My servants and on My handmaidens I will pour out, in 
those days, of My Spirit; and they shall prophesy. And it 
shall come to pass that whosoever shall call on the name of 
the Lord shall be saved. Ye men of Ig’-ra-el, hear these 
words: Jé’-gsus of Niz’-a-réth, a Man approved of God among 
you by wonders and miracles and signs, which God did by 
Him in the midst of you, as ye yourselves\also know: Him, 
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being delivered by the determinate counsel and foreknowledge 
of God, ye have taken, and by wicked hands have crucified 
and slain; whom God hath raised up, whereof we all are 
witnesses. Therefore let all the house of Is’-ra-el know as- 
suredly that God hath made that same Jé’-sus whom ye have 
erucified both Lord and Christ. 


The First Christian Congregation. — Now when they 
heard this, they were pricked in their hearts and said, Men 
and brethren, what shall we do? Then P@-ter said unto 
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them, Repent, and be baptized, every one of you, in the name 
of Jé’-sus Christ for the remission of sins, and ye shall re- 
ceive the gift of the Holy Ghost. For the promise is unto 
you and your children, and to all that are afar off, even as 
many as the Lord, our God, shall call. Then they that gladly 
received His word were baptized; and the same day there 
were added unto them about three thousand souls. And they 
continued steadfastly in the apostles’ doctrine and fellowship, 
and in breaking of bread, and in prayers. And fear came 
upon every soul; and many wonders and signs were done by 
the apostles, 
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Third Article. 


1 Cor. 3,16. Know ye not that ye are the temple of God, and 
that the Spirit of God dwelleth in you? 


Come, Holy Spirit, Heavenly Dove, 
With all Thy quickening powers; 
Kindle the flame of sacred love 

In these cold hearts of ours. 


59. The Healing of the Lame Man. 
Acts 3 and 4. 


In Jesus’ Name. — Now Pé’-ter and Jéhn went up to- 
gether into the Temple at the hour of prayer, being the 
ninth hour. And a certain man, lame from his birth, was 
carried, whom they laid daily at the gate of the Temple 
which is called Beautiful, to ask alms of them that entered 
into the Temple; who, seeing Pé’-ter and Jéhn about to go 
into the Temple, asked an alms. And Pé-ter, fastening his 
eyes upon him, with Joéhn, said, Look on us. And he gave 
heed unto them, expecting to receive something of them. 
Then Pé’-ter said, Silver and gold have I none; but such 
as I have give I thee: In the name of Jé-sus Christ of 
Niz’-a-réth, rise up and walk. And he took him by the right 
hand, and lifted him up; and immediately his feet and 
ankle-bones received strength. And he, leaping up, stood, 
and walked, and entered with them into the Temple, walk- 
ing, and leaping, and praising God. And all the people saw 
him walking and praising God. And as the lame man which 
was healed held Pé’-ter and John, all the people ran together 
unto them in the porch that is called Sdl’-o-mon’s, greatly 
wondering. 


Peter’s Testimony.—And when Pé’-ter saw it, he answered 
unto the people, Ye men of Is’-ra-el, why marvel ye at this, 
or why look ye so earnestly on us, as though by our own 
power or holiness we had made this man to walk? The God 
of A’-bra-ham, and of I’-gsaac, and of Ja’-cob, the God of our 
fathers, hath glorified His Son Jé’-sus; whom ye delivered 
up, and denied Him in the presence of Pi’-late, when he was 
determined to let Him go. But ye denied the Holy One and 
the Just, and desired a murderer to be granted unto you; 
and killed the Prince of Life, whom God hath raised from 
the dead; whereof we are witnesses. And His name, through 
faith in His name, hath given this man whom ye see and 
know, this perfect soundness in the presence of you all. And 
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now, brethren, I know that through ignorance ye did it, as 
did also your rulers. Repent ye, therefore, and be converted, 
that your sins may be blotted out. And many of them which 
heard the word believed; and the number of the men was 
about five thousand. 

Mark 16, 17. 18. And these signs shall follow them that be- 
lieve: In My name shall they cast out devils; they shall speak 
with new tongues; they shall take up serpents; and if they drink 
any deadly thing, it shall not hurt them; they shall lay hands 
on the sick, and they shall recover. 


60. Ananias and Sapphira. 
Acts 4 and 5. 


The Harly Christians. — And the multitude of them that 
believed were of one heart and of one soul; neither said any 
of them that aught of the things which he possessed was his 
own; but they had all things common. And with great 
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power gave the apostles witness of the resurrection of the 
Lord Jé’-sus. And as many as were possessors of lands or 
houses sold them, and brought the prices of the things that 
were sold; and laid them down at the apostles’ feet; and dis- 
tribution was made unto every man according as he had need. 

The Death of Ananias.— But a certain man, named An- 
a-ni’-as, with Sap-phi’-ra, his wife, sold a possession, and kept 
back part of the price, his wife also being privy to it, and 
brought a certain part, and laid it at the apostles’ feet. But 


254 61. Stephen. 


Pé’-ter said, An-a-ni’-as, why hath Sa’-tan filled thine heart 
to lie to the Holy Ghost, and to keep back part of the price 
of the land? While it remained, was it not thine own? And 
after it was sold, was it not in thine own power? Why hast . 
thou conceived this thing in thine heart? Thou hast not lied 
unto men, but unto God. And An-a-ni’-as, hearing these 
words, fell down and gave up the ghost. And great fear came 
on all them that heard these things. And the young men 
arose, wound him up, and carried him out, and buried him. . 

The Death of Sapphira.— And it was about the space of 
three hours after, when his wife, not knowing what was done, 
came in. And Pé’-ter answered unto her, Tell me whether 
ye sold the land for so much. And she said, Yea, for so 
much. Then Pé’-ter said unto her, How is it that ye have 
agreed together to tempt the Spirit of the Lord? Behold, 
the feet of them which have buried thy husband are at the 
door, and shall carry thee out. Then fell she down straight- 
way at his feet, and yielded up the ghost. And the young 
men came in, and found her dead, and, carrying her forth, 
buried her by her husband. And great fear came upon all 
the Church, and upon as many as heard these things. 


Second Commandment: “Lie or deceive by His name.” 


Matt. 7, 21. Not every one that saith unto Me, Lord, Lord, 
shall enter into the kingdom of heaven; but he that doeth the 
will of My Father which is in heaven. 


Holy Ghost! with light divine 
Shine upon this heart of mine; 
Chase the shades of night away, 
Turn the darkness into day. 


61. Stephen. 
Acts 6 and 7. 


The Seven Elders. — And in those days, when the number 
of the disciples was multiplied, there arose a murmuring of 
the Gré’-cians against the Hé’-brews, because their widows 
were neglected in the daily ministration. Then the Twelve 
called the multitude of the disciples unto them and said, 
It is not reason that we should leave the Word of God, and 
serve tables. Wherefore, brethren, look ye out among you 
seven men of honest report, full of the Holy Ghost and wis- 
dom, whom we may appoint over this business. But we will 
give ourselves continually to prayer and to the ministry of 
the Word. And the saying pleased the whole multitude; and 
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they chose Sté-phen, a man full of faith and of the Holy 
Ghost, and Phil’-ip, and Prich’-o-riis, and Ni-ci’-nor, and 
oes and Par’-me-nis, and Nic’-o-las, a proselyte of An’- 
i-dch. 

Stephen Accused. — And the Word of God increased; 
and the number of the disciples multiplied in Je-ru’-sa-lém 
greatly; and a great company of the priests were obedient 
to the faith. And Sté’-phen, a man full of faith and power, 
did great wonders and miracles among the people. Then 


there arose certain men and disputed with Sté’-phen. And 
they were not able to resist the wisdom and the spirit by 
which he spake. Then they suborned men, which said, We 
have heard him speak blasphemous words against M0d’-seg 
and against God. And they stirred up the people, and the 
elders, and the scribes, and came upon him, and caught him, 
and brought him to the council. And all that sat in the 
council, looking steadfastly on him, saw his face as it had 
been the face of an angel. Then said the high priest, Are 
these things 8o ? 

The Defense. — But Sté’-phen answered for himself, and 
spake of the things which the God of A’-bra-ham, I’-saac, 
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and Ja’-cob had done to their fathers, and how their fathers 
had always resisted the will of God; and at last he said: 
- Ye stiff-necked, ye do always resist the Holy Ghost; as your 
fathers did, so do ye. Which of the prophets have not your 
fathers persecuted? - And they have slain them which showed 
before of the coming of the Just One; of whom ye have been 
now the betrayers and murderers; who have received the 
Law, and have not kept it. When they heard these things, 
they were cut to the heart, and they gnashed on him with 
their teeth. 

The First Martyr. — But he, being full of the Holy Ghost, 
looked up-steadfastly into heaven, and saw the glory of God, 
and Jé’-sus standing on the right hand of God, and said, 
Behold, I see the heavens opened, and the Son of Man stand- 
ing on the right hand of God. Then they cried out with 
a loud voice, and stopped their ears, and ran upon him with 
one accord, and cast him out of the city, and stoned him. 
And the witnesses laid down their clothes at a young man’s 
feet, whose name was Saul. And they stoned Sté’-phen, call- 
ing upon God and saying, Lord Jé-sus, receive my spirit. 
And he kneeled down, and cried with a loud voice, Lord, lay 
not this sin to their charge. And when he had said this, he 
fell asleep. And devout men carried Sté’-phen to his burial, 
and made great lamentation over him. But Saul consented 
unto his death. 


Highth Commandment. — Of Prayer in General: “For whom 
shall we pray?” 
Rom. 8, 18. For I reckon that the sufferings of this present 


time are not worthy to be compared with the glory which shall 
be revealed in us. 


To Thee will I address my prayer, 
To whom all praise we justly owe; 
So shall I, by Thy watchful care, 

Be guarded safe from every foe. 


62. The Eunuch of Ethiopia. 
Aots 8. 


The Persecution. — And at that time there was a great 
persecution against the church which was at Je-ru’-sa-lém; 
and they were all scattered abroad throughout the regions of 
Ju-dé’-a and Sa-mi’-ri-a, except the apostles. As for Saul, 
he made havoc of the church, entering into every house, and 
haling men and women, committed them to prison. There- 
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fore they that were scattered abroad went everywhere, preach- 
ing the Word. Then Phil’-ip went down to the city.of Sa- 
ma’-ri-a, and preached Christ unto them. And the people 
with one accord gave heed unto those things which Phil’-ip 
spake, hearing and seeing the miracles which he did. 

The Eunuch.— And the angel of the Lord spake unto 
Phil’-ip, saying, Arise, and go toward the south, unto the way 
that goeth down from Je-ry’-sa-lém unto Ga’-za, which is 
desert. And he arose and went. And, behold, a man of 
E-thi-6’-pi-a, a eunuch of great authority under Can’-da-cé, 
queen of the E-thi-d’-pi-ans, who had the charge of all her 
treasure, and had come to Je-ru’-sa-lém for to worship, was 
returning, and, sitting in his chariot, read E-sa’-ias, the 


prophet. Then the Spirit said unto Phil’-ip, Go near, and 
join thyself to this chariot. And Phil’-ip ran thither to him, 
and heard him read the prophet E-sa’-ias, and said, Under- 
standest thou what thou readest? And he said, How can I, 
ex¢ept some man should guide me? And he desired Phil’-ip 
that he would come up and sit with him. The place of the 
Seripture which he read was this, “He was led as a sheep 
to the slaughter; and like a lamb dumb before His shearer, 
so opened He not His mouth.” And the eunuch answered 
Phil’-ip-and said, I pray thee, of whom speaketh the prophet 
this? Then Phil’-ip opened his mouth, and began at the 
same scripture, and preached unto him Jé’-gus. 

His Baptism. — And as they went on their way, they came 
unto a certain water. And the eunuch said, See, here is 
water; what doth hinder me to be baptized? And Phil’-ip 


Comprehensive Bible History. 17 


958 63. The Conversion of Saul. 


said, If thou believest with all thine heart, thou mayest. And 
he answered and said, I believe that Jé’-sus Christ is the Son 
of God. And he commanded the chariot to stand still; and 
they went down into the water, and he baptized him. And 
when they were come up out of the water, the Spirit of the 
Lord caught away Phil’-ip, that the eunuch saw him no more. 
And he went on his way rejoicing. 


Baptism. 
Rom. 10,17. So, then, faith cometh by hearing, and hearing 
by the Word of God. 
“Go ye,” says Christ, “My Word proclaim, 
Baptize the nations in God’s name; 
All who are baptized and believe 
My full salvation shall receive.” 


Notre. — Philip the Evangelist (not the Apostle) was one of 
the seven men elected to distribute the alms of the congregation. 
(Lesson 61.) 


63. The Conversion of Saul. 
Aots 9. 


Saul, the Persecutor.— And Saul, yet breathing out 
threatenings and slaughter against the disciples of the 
Lord, went unto the high priest, and desired of him letters 
to Da-mis’-ciis, that, if he found any of this way, whether 
they were men or women, he might bring them bound unto 
Je-ry’-sa-lém. 

Jesus Appears to Saul.— And as he journeyed, he came 
near Da-mis’-ciis. And suddenly there shined around about 
him a light from heaven. And he fell to the earth, and heard 
a voice saying unto him, Saul, Saul, why persecutest thou Me? 
And he said, Who art Thou, Lord? And the Lord said, I am 
Jé@-gus, whom thou persecutest; it is hard for thee to kick 
against the pricks. And he, trembling and astonished, said, 
Lord, what wilt Thou have me to do? And the Lord said 
unto him, Arise and go into the city, and it shall be told 
thee what thou must do. And the men which journeyed with 
him stood speechless, hearing a voice, but seeing no man. 
And Saul arose from the earth; and when his eyes were 
opened, he saw no man. But they led him by the hand, and 
brought him into Da-mis’-ciis. And ‘he was three days with- 
out sight, and neither did eat nor drink. 


Saul’s Baptism. — And there was a certain disciple at 
Da-mis’-ciis named An-a-ni’-as; and to him said the Lord 
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in a vision, An-a-ni’-as, arise and go into the street which is 
called Straight, and inquire in the house of Ji’-das for one 
called Saul, of Tar’-sus; for, behold, he prayeth. Then An- 
a-ni-as answered, Lord, I have heard how much evil he 
hath done to Thy saints at Je-ru’-sa-lém; and here he hath 
authority from the chief priests to bind all that call on Thy 
name. But the Lord said unto him, Go thy way; for he is 
a chosen vessel unto Me, to bear My name before the Gén’- 
. tiles, and kings, and the children of Is’-ra-el. For I will 
show him how great things he must suffer for My name’s 
sake. And An-a-ni’-as went his way, and entered into the 


house, and, putting his hands on him, said, Brother Saul, 
the Lord, even Jé’-sus, hath sent me, that thou mightest re- 
ceive thy sight, and be filled with the Holy Ghost. And im- 
mediately there fell from his eyes as it had been scales; and 
he received sight forthwith, and arose, and was baptized. 
And when he had received meat, he was strengthened. 
Paul’s First Preaching. — Then was Saul certain days 
with the disciples which were at Da-mis’-cts. And straight- 
way he preached Christ in the synagogs, that He is the Son 
of God. But all that heard him were amazed. And the Jews 
took counsel to kill him. But their laying wait was known 
of Saul. And they watched the gates day and night to kill 
him. Then the disciples took him by night, and let him 
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down in a basket by the wall. And when Saul was come to 
Je-ry’-sa-lém, he assayed to join himself to the disciples; but 
they were all afraid of him, and believed not that he was 
a disciple. But Bar’-na-bas took him, and brought him to 
the aposties, and declared unto them how he had seen the 
Lord in the way, and that He had spoken to him, and how 
he had preached boldly at Da-mis’-ciis in the name of Jé’-gus. 


slay him; which when the brethren knew, they brought him 
down to Caes-a-ré’-a, and sent him forth to Tar’-siis. Then 
had the churches rest throughout all Ju-dé’-a and Gal’-i-lee 
and Sa-ma’-ri-a, and were edified; and, walking in the fear 
of the Lord and in the comfort of the Holy Ghost, were 
multiplied. ) 


\ 
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Third Article: Conversion. 


5 Matt. 10, 32. Whosoever therefore shall confess Me before men, 
him will I also confess before My Father which is in heaven. 


Thy grace alone, O God, 

To me can pardon speak; 

Thy power alone, O Son of God, 
Can this sore bondage break. 


Notre. — Saul, whose name was changed to Paul, was born at 
Tarsus, the chief city of Ci-li’-ci-a, in Asia Minor. 

Damascus is the most ancient and famous city of Syria, 133 
miles northeast of Jerusalem. 


64. The Heathen Centurion Cornelius. 
Aots 10. 


Cornelius at Caesarea. — There was a certain man in 
Caes-a-ré’-a, called Cor-né’-li-tis, a Roman centurion, a de- 
vout man, and one that feared God with all his house, which 
gave much alms to the people, and prayed to God always. 
He saw in a vision evidently, about the ninth hour of the 
day, an angel of God coming in |to him, and saying unto 
him, Cor-né’-li-tis. And he was afraid and said, What is it, 
Lord? And He said unto him, Thy prayers and thine alms 
are come up for a memorial before God. And now send 
men to JoOp-pa, and call for Si’-mon Pé-ter; he lodgeth 
with one Si’-mon, a tanner, whose house is by the seaside; 
he shall tell thee what thou oughtest to do. And Cor-né’- 
li-is called two of his household servants and a devout sol- 
dier, and sent them to Jép’-pa. 


Peter’s Vision. — On the morrow, as they went on their 
journey, and drew nigh unto the city, Pé’-ter went up upon 
the housetop to pray, about the sixth hour. And he became 
very hungry, and would have eaten; but while they made 
ready, he fell into a trance, and saw heaven opened, and 
a certain vessel descending unto him, as it had been a great: 
sheet knit at the four corners, and let down to earth, wherein 
were all manner of four-footed beasts of the earth, and wild 
beasts, and creeping things, and fowls of the air. And there 
came a voice to him, Rise, Pé’-ter, kill, and eat. But Pé’-ter 
said, Not so, Lord; for I have never eaten anything that is 
common or unclean. And the voice spake unto him again 
the second time, What God hath cleansed, that call not thou 
common. This was done thrice; and the vessel was received 
up again into heaven. Now, while Pé’-ter doubted in him- 
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self what this vision which he had seen should mean, behold, 
the men which were sent from Cor-né-li-iis stood before the 
gate and called, and asked whether Pé’-ter were lodged there. 
While Pé’-ter thought on the vision, the Spirit said unto him, 
Behold, three men seek thee. Arise therefore, and get thee 
down, and go with them, doubting nothing; for I have sent. 
them. Then Pé-ter went down to the men, and on the mor- 
row he went away with them. 

Peter Preaches to Cornélius. — And Cor-né’-li-tis waited 
for them, and had called together his kinsmen and near 
friends. And as Pé-ter was coming in, Cor-né-li-itis met 
him, and fell down at his feet, and worshiped him, and 


ellie 

said, We are all here present before God to hear all things 
that are commanded thee of God. Then Pé’-ter opened his 
mouth and said, Of a truth I perceive that God is no re- 
specter of persons; but in every nation he that feareth Him, 
and worketh righteousness, is accepted with Him. Ye know 
the word which God sent unto the children of Is’-ra-el, 
preaching peace by Jé’-gus Christ, (He is Lord of all,) whom 
they slew. Him God raised up the third day, and He com- 
manded us to preach unto the people, and to testify that it 
is He which was ordained of God to be the Judge of quick 
and dead. To Him give all the prophets witness, that through 
aes whosoever believeth in Him shall receive remission 
of sins. 


Cornelius Receives the Holy Ghost and is Baptized. — 


While Pé’-ter yet spake these words, the Holy Ghost fell on 
all them which heard the Word. And the Jews which be- 
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lieved were astonished, as many as came with Pé-ter, be- 
cause that on the Gén’-tiles also was poured out the gift of 
the Holy Ghost. For they heard them speak with tongues, 
and magnify God. Then answered Pé’-ter, Can any man 
forbid water, that these should not be baptized, which have 
received the Holy Ghost as well as we? And he commanded 
them to be baptized in the name of the Lord. 


Third Article: Holy Ghost. Conversion. 
John 10, 16. And other sheep I have, which are not of this 


fold; them also I must bring, and they shall hear My voice; and 
there shall be one fold and one Shepherd. 


65. Peter’s Deliverance. 
Aots 12. 


Herod Persecutes the Church. — Now, about that time, 
Hér’-od the king stretched forth his hands to vex certain 
of the church. And he killed James, the brother of Jéhn, 
with the sword. And because he-saw it pleased the Jews, 
he proceeded further to take Pé’-ter also. (Then were the 
days of unleavened bread.) And when he had apprehended 
him, he put him in prison, and delivered him to four qua- 
ternions of soldiers to keep him, intending after Easter to 
bring him forth to the people. 

The Angel Delivers Peter. — Pé’-ter, therefore, was kept 
in prison; but prayer was made without ceasing of the 
church unto God for him. And when Hér’-od would have 
brought him forth, the same night Pé’-ter was sleeping be- 
tween two soldiers, bound with two chains; and the keepers 
before the door kept the prison. And, behold, the angel of 
the Lord came upon him, and a light shined in the prison; 
and he smote Pé’-ter on the side, and raised him up, saying, 
Arise up quickly. And his chains fell off from his hands. 
And the angel said unto him, Gird thyself, and bind on thy 
sandals. .And so he did. And he said unto him, Cast thy 
garment about thee, and follow’me. And he went out, and 
followed him, and wist not that it was true which was done 
by the angel, but thought he saw a vision. When they were 
past the first and the second ward, they came unto the iron 
gate that leadeth unto the city, which opened to them of his 
own accord. And they went out, and passed on through one 
street; and forthwith the angel departed from him. 

Peter Joins the Christians. — And when Pé’-ter was come 
to himself, he said, Now I know of a surety that the Lord 
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hath sent His angel, and hath delivered me out of the hand 
of Hér’-od and from all the expectation of the people of the 
Jews. And when he had considered the thing, he came to 
the house of M&a’-ry, the mother of Jéhn, whose surname was 
Mark, where many were gathered together praying. And as 
Pé’-ter knocked at the door of the gate, a damsel came to 
hearken, named Rhd’-da. And when she knew Pé’-ter’s voice, 
she opened not the gate for gladness, but ran in, and told 
how Pé’-ter stood before the gate. And they said unto her, 
Thou art mad. But she constantly affirmed that it was 
even so. Then said they, It is his angel. But Pé-ter con- 


tinued knocking; and when they had opened the door and 
saw him, they were astonished. But he, beckoning unto them 
with the hand to hold their peace, declared unto them how 
the Lord had brought him out of the prison. And he said, 
Go, show these thin&s unto James and to the brethren. And 
he departed and went into another place. : 


The Keepers Put to Death. — Now as soon as it was day, 


there was no small stir among the soldiers, what was become 


of Pé’-ter. And Hér’-od commanded that the keepers be put 
to death. 


First Article: Good Angels. “He guards and protects me from 
all evil.” 

Heb. 1,14. Are they not all ministering spirits, sent forth to 
minister for them who shall be heirs of salvation? 
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66. Paul’s First Missionary Journey. 
Acts 18 and 14. 


Paul at Cyprus. — Now there were in the church at An’- 
ti-dch, where the disciples of Jé’-sus were first called Chris’- 
tians, certain prophets and teachers. As they ministered to 
the Lord, and fasted, the Holy Ghost said, Separate me Bar’- 
na-bas and Saul for the work whereunto I have called them. 
And when they had fasted and prayed, and laid their hands 
on them, they sent them away. And they sailed to Cy’-prus. 

Paul and the Sorcerer.— And when they had gone through 
the isle unto Pa’-phos, they found a certain sorcerer, a false 
prophet, a Jew, whose name was Bar-jé’-sus, which was with 
the deputy of the country, Sér’-gi-iis Pau’-lus, a prudent man; 
who called for Bar’-na-bas and Saul, and desired to hear the 
Word of God. But the sorcerer withstood them, seeking to 
turn away the deputy from the faith. Then Saul, (who also 
is called Paul,) filled with the Holy Ghost, set his eyes on 
him and said, O full of all subtilty and all mischief, thou 
child of the devil, wilt thou not cease to pervert the right 
ways of the Lord? And now, behold, the hand of the Lord 
is upon thee, and thou shalt be blind, not seeing the sun for 
a season. And immediately there fell on him a mist and 
a darkness; and he went about seeking some to lead him 
by the hand. Then the deputy, when he saw what was done, 
believed, being astonished at the doctrine of the Lord. 

In Pisidia.— Now, when Paul and his company loosed 
from’ Pa’-phos, they came to Pér’-ga, in Pam-phyl’-i-a, and 
thence to An’-ti-dch, in Pi-sid’-i-a. And they went into the 
synagog on the Sabbath-day, and preached the glad tidings 
of forgiveness of sins through Jé-sus Christ. And when the 
Jews were gone out of the synagog, the Gén’-tiles besought 
that these words might be preached to them the next Sab- 
bath. And many of the Jews and religious proselytes fol- 
lowed Paul and Bir’-na-bas, who, speaking to them, per- 
suaded them to continue in the grace of God. And the next 
Sabbath-day came almost the whole city together to hear the 
Word of God. But when the Jews saw the multitudes, they 
were filled with envy, and spake against those things which 
were spoken by Paul, contradicting and blaspheming. 

Paul and Barnabas Turn to the Gentiles. — Then Paul 
and Biir’-na-bas waxed bold and said, It was necessary that 
the Word of God should first have been spoken to you; but 
seeing ye put it from you, and judge yourselves unworthy of 
everlasting life, lo, we turn to the Gén’-tiles. And when the 
Gén’-tiles heard this, they were glad. And the Word of the 
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Lord was published throughout all the region. But the Jews 
raised persecution against Paul and Bir’-na-bas, and expelled 
them out of their coasts. But they shook off the dust of 
their feet against them, and came unto I-cd’-ni-iim. 


At Lystra. —In I-cé’-ni-im Paul and Bir’-na-bas abode 
a long time, speaking boldly in the Lord. But the multi- 
tude of the city was divided; and part held with the Jews 
and part with the apostles. And when there was an assault 
made both of the Gén’-tiles and also of the Jews to stone 
them, they fled unto Lys’-tra, and there they preached the 
Gospel. And there sat a certain man at Lys’-tra, a cripple 
from his birth, who never had walked. The same heard 
Paul speak; who, steadfastly beholding him, and perceiving 
that he had faith to be healed, said with a loud voice, Stand 
upright on thy feet. And he leaped and walked. 


Paul and Barnabas Deified. — And when the people saw 
what Paul had done, they lifted up their voices, saying, The 
gods are come down to us in the likeness of men. And they 
called Bar’-na-bas, Ji’-pi-ter, and Paul, Mer-ci’-ri-iis, be- 
cause he was the chief speaker. Then the priest of Ji’-pi- 
ter, which was before their city, brought oxen and garlands 
unto the gates, and would have done sacrifice with the people; 
which, when the apostles heard of, they rent their clothes, 
and ran in among the people, crying out and saying, Sirs, 
why do.ye these things? We also are men of like passions 
with you, and preach unto you that ye should turn from 
these vanities unto the living God, which made heaven, and 
earth, and the sea, and all things that are therein; who hath 
not left Himself without witness, in that He did good, and 
gave us rain from heaven and fruitful seasons, filling our 
hearts with food and gladness. And with these sayings scarce 
restrained they the people that they had not done sacrifice 
unto them. 


Driven from the City. — And there came thither certain 
Jews from An’-ti-dch and I-cd’-ni-tim, who persuaded the 
people, and, having stoned Paul, drew him out of the city, 
supposing he had been dead. Howbeit, as the disciples stood 
round about him, he rose up, and came into the city. And 
the next day he departed with Bir’-na-bas to Dér’-be. And 
when they had preached the Gospel to that city, and had 
taught many, they returned again to Lys’-tra, and to I-cé’- 
ni-iim, and An’-ti-dch, confirming the souls of the disciples, 
and exhorting them to continue in the faith, and that we 
must through much tribulation enter into the kingdom of* 
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God. And they ordained elders in every church, and passed 
throughout Pi-sid’-i-a, and Pam-phyl’-i-a, and then sailed to . 
An’-ti-dch, from whence they had started. 


Second Petition. 

Luke 10, 16. He that heareth you heareth Me; and he that 
despiseth you despiseth Me; and he that despiseth Me despiseth 
Him that sent Me. 

Nors.— Paul made three great missionary tours. Each of 
these began at Antioch, in Syria. The first tour occupied a pe- 
riod of about two years. \ 


67. Paul’s Second Missionary Journey. 
Acts 15—18. 


Paul Called to Europe..— And Paul chose Si’-las, and 
went through S¥r’-i-a and Ci-li’-ci-a, confirming the churches. 
And when they came to Trd’-is, a vision appeared to Paul in 
the night; there stood a man of Miac-e-dd’-ni-a and prayed 
him, saying, Come over into Mac-e-d6’-ni-a and help us. And 
they sailed to Phi-lip’-pi, which is the chief city of that part 
of Mac-e-dd’-ni-a, and preached the Gospel there. And a cer- 
tain woman, named Ljd’-i-a, a seller of purple, heard them; 
whose heart the Lord opened, that she attended unto the 
things which were spoken of Paul. And she was baptized 
and her household: 


Paul and Silas in Prison. — But the multitude arose up 
against the apostles. And the magistrates laid many stripes 
upon them, and cast them into prison, charging the jailer 
to keep them safely; who, having received such a charge, 
thrust them into the inner prison, and made their feet fast 
in the stocks. And at midnight Paul and Si’-las prayed, and 
sang praises unto God; and the prisoners heard them. And 
suddenly there was a great earthquake, so that the founda- 
tions of the prison were shaken; and immediately all the 
doors were opened, and every one’s bands were loosed. 


The Jailer at Philippi.— And the keeper of the prison 
awaking out of his sleep, and seeing the prison-doors open, 
he drew out his sword, and would have killed himself, sup- 
posing that the prisoners had been fled. But Paul cried with 
a loud voice, saying, Do thyself no harm; for we are all 
here. Then he called for a light, and sprang in, and came | 
trembling, and fell down before Paul and Si’-las, and brought 
them out, and said, Sirs, what must I do to be saved? And 
they said, Believe on the Lord Jé’-sus Christ, and thou shalt 
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be saved and thy house. And he took them the same hour 
of the night, and washed their stripes; and was baptized, 
he and all his, straightway. 


Paul and Silas Released. — And when it was day, the 
magistrates sent, saying, Let those men go. But Paul said, 
They have beaten us openly, uncondemned, being Romans, 
and have cast us into prison; and now do they thrust us 
out privily? Nay, verily; but let them come themselves and 
fetch us out. And the magistrates feared when they heard 
that they were Romans, and came and besought them, and 
brought them out, and desired them to depart out of the city. 


At Athens. — And Paul went to Ath’-ens. And his spirit 
was stirred in him when he saw the city wholly given to 
idolatry. Therefore disputed he in the synagog with the 
Jews, and with the devout persons, and in the market daily 
with them that met with him. And they took him, and 
brought him unto Ar-e-dp’-a-giis, saying, May we know what 
this new doctrine, whereof thou speakest, is? Then Paul 
stood in the midst of Mars’ Hill and said,.Ye men of Ath’- 
ens, as I passed by and beheld your devotions, I found an 
altar with this inscription, TO THE UNKNOWN GOD. 
Whom, therefore, ye ignorantly worship, Him declare I unto 
you. God, that made the world and all things therein, see- 
ing that He is Lord of heaven and earth, dwelleth not in 
temples made with hands, but He is not far from every one 
of us; for in Him we live, and move, and have our being, 
as certain also of your own poets have said, For we are also 
His offspring. Forasmuch, then, as we are the offspring of 
God, we ought not to think that the Godhead is like unto 
gold, or silver, or stone, graven by art and man’s device. 
And the times of this ignorance God winked at, but now 
commandeth all men everywhere to repent; because He hath 
appointed a day in the which He will judge the world in 
righteousness by that Man whom He hath ordained, and 
whom He hath raised from the dead. And when they heard 
of the resurrection of the dead, some mocked. Certain men, 
however, clave unto him and believed. After these things 
Paul departed from Ath’-ens, and came to Coér’-inth, and 
continued there a year and six months. Thereafter he went 
down to An’-ti-dch. 


Second Petition. 


Matt. 28, 19.20. Go ye, therefore, and teach all nations, bap- 
tizing them in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of 
the Holy Ghost; teaching them to observe all things whatsoever 
I have commanded you. And, lo, I am with you alway, even unto 
the end of the world. 
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68. Paul’s Third Missionary Journey. 
Acts 18—21. 


At Ephesus. — And after Paul had spent some time at 
Kn’-ti-éch, he departed, and went over all the country of 
Ga-la’-ti-a and Phryg’-i-a in order, strengthening all the dis- 
ciples, and then came to Eph’-e-stis. And the name of the 
Lord Jé’-sus was magnified. And many that believed came 
and confessed, and showed their deeds. Many of them also 
which used curious arts brought their books together, and 
burned them before all men; and they counted the price 
of them, and found it fifty thousand pieces of silver. So 
mightily grew the Word of God and prevailed. 


The Silversmiths. — And there arose no small stir. For 
a certain man, named De-m@-tri-tis, a silversmith, which 
made silver-shrines for Di-an’-a, brought no small gain unto 
the craftsmen, whom he called together_and said, Sirs, ye 
know that by this craft we have our wealth. Moreover, ye 
see and hear that ‘not alone at Eph’-e-stis, but almost through- 
out all A’-sia this Paul hath persuaded and turned away 
much people, saying that they be no gods which are made 
with hands, so that not only this our craft is in danger to 
be set at naught, but also that the temple of the great god- 
dess Di-in’-a should be despised. And when they heard these 
sayings, they were full of wrath, and cried out, saying, Great 
is Di-an’-a of the E-phé’-siang! And the whole city was 
filled with confusion, and rushed with one accord into the 
theater. And when Paul would have entered in unto the 
people, the disciples suffered him not. Some, therefore, cried 
one thing, and some another; for the assembly was confused; 
and the more part knew not wherefore they were come to- 
gether. And all with one voice about the space of two hours 
cried out, Great is Di-in’-a of the E-phé’-sians. 


The People Appeased. — And when the townclerk had ap- 
peased the people, he said, Ye men of Eph’-e-siis, ye ought to 
be quiet, and to do nothing rashly. If De-mé@’-tri-tis and the 
craftsmen have a matter against any man, the law is open. 
We are in danger to be called to account for this day’s up- 
roar. And when he had thus spoken, he dismissed the as- 
sembly. And Paul called unto him the disciples, and em- 
braced them, and departed into Mic-e-dd’-ni-a. And when 
he had gone over those parts, he came to Greece, and there 
abode three months. 


The Return. — And Paul took ship and returned to A’-sia, 
to Trdo’-as, for he had determined to be at Je-ru’-sa-lém the 
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day of Pén’-te-cost. -And Paul preached until midnight, 
ready to depart on the morrow. And there sat in a window 
a certain young man named Ei’-ty-chis, being fallen into 
a deep sleep; and as Paul was long preaching, he sunk down 
with sleep, and fell down from the third loft, and was taken 
up dead. And Paul went down, and fell on him, and em- 
bracing him, said, Trouble not yourselves; for his life is in 
him. And they brought the young man alive, and were not 
a little comforted. 


Paul and Silas Come to Miletus. — And from Mi-lé’-tus 
he sent to Eph’-e-siis, and called the elders of the church. 
And they all wept sore, and fell on Paul’s neck, and kissed 
him, sorrowing most of all for the words which he spake, 
that they should see his face no more. And they accompanied 
him unto the ship. And they left Cy’-prus on the left hand, 
and sailed into S¥r’-i-a, and landed at T¥re. 


Second Petition. — Second Commandment: Using Witchcraft. 

Ps. 115, 3. 4. But our God is in the heavens; He hath done 
whatsoever He hath pleased. Their idols are silver and gold, the 
work of men’s hands. 


69. Paul the Prisoner. 
Acts 21—25. 


Arrested at Jerusalem. — After those days they went up 
to Je-ru’-sa-lém. And Paul declared to the brethren what 
things God had wrought among the Gén’-tiles by his ministry. 
And when they heard it, they glorified the Lord. But when 
the Jews saw him in the Temple, they stirred up the people, 
and laid hands on him, crying out, Men of Is’-ra-el, help! 
This is the man that’ teacheth all men everywhere against 
the Law and this place. And they took Paul, and drew him 
out of the Temple; and forthwith the doors were shut. And 
as they went about to kill him, tidings came unto the chief 
captain, who immediately took soldiers and centurions, and 
ran down unto them; and when they saw the chief captain 
and the soldiers, they left beating of Paul. Then the chief 
captain commanded him to be bound with two chains; and 
he demanded who he was, and what he had done. And Paul 
was led into the castle. 

The Conspiracy against Paul. — And when it was day, 
‘certain of the Jews banded together, and bound themselves 
under a curse, saying that they would neither eat nor drink 
till they had killed Paul. And they were more than forty 
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which had made this conspiracy. And when the chief cap- 
tain heard of it, he called unto him two centurions, saying, 
Make ready two hundred soldiers to go to CQaes-a-ré’-a, and 
threescore and ten horsemen, and two hundred spearmen, and 
bring Paul safe unto Fé’-lix, the governor. Then the sol- 
diers, as it was commanded them, took Paul, and brought 
him by night to the governor, Fé’-lix. 

' Before Festus. — But after two years Fés’-tus came into 
Fé’-lix’ room; and Fé’-lix left Paul bound. Then the high 
priest and the chiet of the Jews laid many and grievous com- 
plaints against Paul, which they could not prove. But Fés- 
tus, willing to do the Jews a pleasure, said to Paul, Wilt 
thou go up to Je-ru’-sa-lém, and there be judged of these 
things before me? Then said Paul, I stand at Cae-sar’s 
judgment-seat, where I ought to be judged; to the Jews have 
I done no wrong, as thou very well knowest. For if I be an 
offender, or have committed anything worthy of death, I re- 
fuse not to die; but if there be none of these things whereof 
these accuse me, no man may deliver me unto them. I appeal 
unto Qae’-sar. Then Fés’-tus answered, Hast thou appealed 
unto Cae’-sar? Unto Cae’-sar shalt thou go. 

Before Agrippa. — But when King A-grip’-pa, with his 
sister Ber-ni’-ce, came*to salute Fés’-tus, Paul was brought 
before them. Then A-grip’-pa said unto Paul, Thou art per- 
mitted to speak for thyself. Then Paul stretched forth his 
hand, and answered for himself. A-grip’-pa said unto Paul, 
Almost thou persuadest me to be a Chris’-tian. 


Second Commandment: False Sweafing. 


Matt. 5, 34. But I say unto you, Swear not at all. 
Rom. 1,16. I am not ashamed of the Gospel of Christ; for 
it is the power of God unto salvation to every one that believeth. 


70. Paul is Taken to Rome. 
Aots 27 and 28. 


They Sail for Italy. — And when it was determined that 
we should sail into It’-a-ly, they delivered Paul and certain 
other prisoners unto one named Ji’-li-tis, a centurion of Au- 
gis’-tus’ band. And entering into a ship, they sailed under 
Qy’-prus to Créte. And Ji’-li-tis courteously treated Paul. 
And when sailing was now dangerous, Paul admonished them, 
and said unto them, Sirs, I perceive that this voyage will be 
with hurt and much damage, not only of the lading and ship, 
but also of our lives. Nevertheless, the centurion believed 
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the master and the owner of the ship more than those things 
which were spoken by Paul. And they departed thence. 


The Storm. — But not long after, there arose a tempes- 
tuous wind. And when the ship was caught, and could not 
bear up into the wind, we let her drive. And we being ex- 
ceedingly tossed with a tempest, the next day they lightened 
the ship; and the third day we cast out with our own hands 
the tackling of the ship. And when neither sun nor stars in 
many days appeared, and no small tempest lay on us, all 
hope that we should be saved was then taken away. But 
after long abstinence, Paul stood forth in the midst of them 
and said, Sirs, ye should have hearkened unto me, and not 
have loosed from Oréte, and to have gained this harm and 
loss. And now I exhort you to be of good cheer; for there 
shall be no loss of any man’s life among you, but of the ship. 
For there stood by me this night the angel of God, whose 
I am, and whom I serve, saying, Fear not, Paul; thou must 
be brought before Cae’-sar; and, lo, God hath given thee all 
them that sail with thee. Wherefore, sirs, be of good cheer; 
for I believe God, that it shall be even as it was told me. 
Howbeit, we must be cast upon a certain island. And he took 
bread, and gave thanks to God in presence of them all; and 
when he had broken it, he began to eat. Then were they 
all of good cheer, and they also took some meat. And we 
were in all in the ship two hundred threescore and sixteen 
souls. 

Shipwrecked. — And falling into a place where two seas 
met, they ran the ship aground; and the forepart stuck fast, 
and remained unmovable, but the hinder part was broken 
with the violence of the waves. And the soldiers’ counsel 
was to kill the prisoners, lest any of them should swim out 
and escape. But the centurion, willing to save Paul, kept 
them from their purpose; and commanded that they which 
could swim should cast themselves first into the sea, and get 
to land; and the rest, some on boards, and some on broken 
pieces of the ship. And so it came to pass that they escaped 
all safe to land. 

In the Island of Melita. — And when they were escaped, 
then they knew that the island was called Mél’-i-ta. And 
the barbarous people showed us no little kindness; for they 
kindled a fire, and received us, every one, because of the 
present rain and because of the cold. And when Paul had 
gathered a bundle of sticks, and laid them on the fire, there 
came a viper out of the heat, and fastened on his hand. And 
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when the barbarians saw the venomous beast hang on his 
hand, they said among themselves, No doubt, this man is 
a murderer, Whom, though he hath escaped the sea, yet 
vengeance suffereth not to live. And he shook off the beast 
into the fire, and felt no harm. Howbeit, they looked when 
he should have swollen, or fallen down dead suddenly; but 
after they had looked a great while, and saw no harm come 
to him, they changed their minds, and said that he was 
a god. 

Paul Heals Many.—In the same quarters were posses- 
sions of Pib’-li-iis, the chief man of the island; who received 
us, and lodged us three days courteously. And the father of 
Pib’-li-iis lay sick; to whom Paul entered in, and prayed, 
and laid his hands on him, and healed him. So when this 
was done, others also, which had diseases in the island, came, 
and were healed; who also honored us with many honors; 
and when we departed, they laded us with such things as 
were necessary. 


In Rome.— And we departed in a ship, and landing at 
Syr’-a-ciise, we came to Pu-té’-o-li, where we found brethren. 
And when the brethren in Rome heard of us, they came to 
meet us, whom when Paul saw, he thanked God, and took 
courage. And when we came to Rome, the centurion de- 
livered the prisoners to the captain of the guard; but Paul 
was suffered to dwell by himself with a soldier that kept him. 
And Paul dwelt two whole years in his own hired house, and 
received all that came in unto him, preaching the kingdom 
of God, and teaching those things which concern the Lord 
Jé’-sus Christ with all confidence, no man forbidding him. 

First Article: “Guards and protects me from all evil.’ — 
Seventh Petition. 

Eph. 2,20. Ye are built upon the foundation of the apostles 
and prophets, Jesus Christ Himself being the chief corner-stone. 

2 Tim. 4,18. The Lord shall deliver me from every evil work, 


and will preserve me unto His heavenly kingdom; to whom be 
glory forever and ever. Amen. 
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